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-day, Octohp S ' Arabia > Yemen continue talks 
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SANi^ (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
Sakb “ et Tuesday with Saudi Interior Minister 
PmceNayefBen Abdul Aziz for talks on mappin* 
oU . t t 5 e _ b ? rder between their two countries. Mr. Saleh 
asked Pnnce Nayef to uansmit a message to Saudi 
King Fahd on the long-running border dispute. 
Yemeni sources said. The two countries signed last 
year an agreement in principle assigning the" disputed 
provinces of Najran, Assir and Jizan to Saudi Arabia, 
demarcating their border and normalising relations. 
They have now agreed on the demarcation of the bor- 
der running from east to west, which includes the 
three provinces, but have yet to map out parts of the 
border running north to south. 
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Jordan elected WFP board member 


ROME (Petra) — Jordan was elected member of the 
Rome-based World Food Programme(WFP) Execu- 
tive Board. Jordan’s election to the membership of 
die board of the international body was made during 
the annual conference of the WFP's Executive Board, 
currently held here. The WFP, a subsidiary of the 
United Nations, supports agricultural projects in 90 
countries all over the world. The programme has pro- 
vided JD 85 million worth of support for agricultural 
development projects in Jordan. The programme is 
expected to approve JD 16 million in further assis- 
tance to Jordan. 
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All progress in peace process and 
treaties in jeopardy if Israel does 
not fulfill its commitments — - King 


■ p” ™ n Agreements are sacred and cannot be tampered with 

j ^ Netanyahu has to deal with Arafat as equal partner 


■ Deadlock could lead to ‘ everything imaginable... including 
■ ^revival of 1991 when Netanyahu had to wear a gas mask’ 


W ? lie:' 1 " iv.-iJ char. 1 : 
« .vnnan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ali 
progress that has been 
achieved in Arab-Israeli 
peacemaking, including the 
peace treaties that Egypt 
and Jordan have signed 
with Israel, will be in jeop- 
ardy if Israel does not live 
up to its commitment and 
fulfill ail accords it has 
signed with the Palestini- 
ans, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said in comments pub- 
lished on Tuesday. 

The King, in an interview 
with the London-based AJ 
Sbarq A1 Awsat daily, called 
on Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
work hard to finalise Mid- 
dle East peace and to deal 
with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat as an equal 

• partner in the search for 

• peace. 

“Tn the current situation, 
if we do not stride strongly 
forward to achieve peace, 

■ eveiything imaginable can 

■ happen, including a revival 
of 1991 when Netanyahu 
..not that I want that that to 
happen... wore his gas mask 

- on television.” said the 
King in a reference to the 
Gulf war when Iraq lobbed 

f .missiles ar Israel and 
ttsraelis had to wear gas 
masks for fear that the mis- 
siles contained chemical 
warheads. 


All that has been 
achieved, including the 
peace treaties signed by 
Egypt and Jordan, will 
come under a cloud of 
doubt if Israel does not ful- 
fill its commitments and 
agreements it has signed 
with the Palestinians, said 
the King. 

Instead of seeing the 
three monotheistic religions 
joining forces in our 
region, our life will be in 
jeopardy if the Israeli- 
Palestinian problem is not 
solved. It is only by solv- 
ing the Palestinian-Israeli 
problem, which is the root 
cause of the unrest in our 
region, will only avoid us 
the tragedy which might be 
caused by extremists and 
will end the suffering of ail 
people in the region.” the 
King said. 

‘The main question now 
is what are we going to do? 
Does Israel want to re rum 
to the fortress mentality and 
an arrogant feeling of 
power? I've had the chance 
to know the Israelis quite 
well and I’m worried about 
them,” King Hussein said. 

“What worries me the 
most is my feeling that 
those with limited perspec- 
tives are affecting the chain 
of events, driving it in the 
opposite direction to peace. 



It worries me th3t the 
minority can terrorise the 
majority in the region,” he 
added. 

Since he was elected in 
May, Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to return occupied 
Arab lands for peace and 
then dragged his feet on 
peace pledges signed by the 
former Labour government. 

King Hussein joined Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
in Washington for an emer- 
gency peace summit last 
week. The United States 
called the summit to rescue 
peace talks after violence 
between Israeli troops and 
Palestinians left more than 


70 people dead. 

“The situation was very 
tense and I was afraid that if 
I didn't go and others didn’t 
go. we would face an 
immediate crisis. The sum- 
mit bought us all more 
time,” the King added. 

T just hope that he 
(Netanyahu) realises that he 
has to deal with Arafat and 
the Palestinians as equal 
partners and not one who is 
of a lower level that he has 
to look down upon,” be 
said. 

King - Hussein said 
Israel's decision to open a 
new entrance to a contro- 
versial tunnel along the 
compound walls of the AI 
Aqsa Mosque last month 
was totally an unacceptable 
move and contravened the 
peace agreements. 

“The opening of this 
entrance was as if 
Netanyahu was telling the 
world that no one except 
Israel had anything to do 
with Jerusalem, which 
means undermining the 
principles on which the 
Oslo agreements were 
based,” the King said. 

The King expressed deep 
regret over the turn of 
events in the region and 
voiced sadness that nar- 
row-minded elements are 
working against peace. 


The King said Jordan was 
not informed at all or con- 
sulted about opening of the 
tunnel. “It came as a sur- 
prise to us, especially as I 
had met with Done Gold, 
the Israeli prime minister's 
advisor, hours before the 
opening of the entrance 
and he did not say a single 
word about that subject,” 
he said. 

“If by opening the 
entrance Netanyahu was 
telling the world that he 
could do whatever he 
wants then this is totally 
unacceptable,” said the 
King. “Old Jerusalem is a 
Holy City and belongs to all 
the followers of the 
descendants of Abraham; 
Muslims, Jews and Chris- 
tians, and it must remain a 
symbol of peace for all. 
This means no one “adopt 
a unilateral move to change 
its features without a con- 
sensus.” 

‘The Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, the Israel-Egypt 
peace treaty and all that has 
been agreed on so far would 
no doubt be in question if 
there is no firm commit- 
ment to their implementa- 
tion,” the King said “These 
are sacred agreements and 
do not tolerate any tamper- 

( Continued on page 7) 


King invites Dubai 
leader to visit 


Palestinians reject Israeli bid for new 


x 


.. AMMAN (J.T.) — His 

- Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday sent a message to 
Sbeikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashed AJ Maktoum. the 
crown prince of Dubai and 
defence minister of the 
United Arab Emirates, 
dealing with bilateral rela- 
tions and the latest devel- 
opments in the region. The 
message, which was deliv- 
ered to Sheikh Mohammad 

j.j.jit by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d, also included 
v.' ?• an invitation by the King 
to Sheikh Mohammad to 
visit Jordan. Prince Ra'd 
also conveyed another 

- -message from His Royal 
tlighness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, deal- 
ing with bilateral relations. 


Regent visits 
Koura district 


DEIRABI SAID (Petra) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Tuesday called on citi- 
zens from Koura district to 
return to agriculture and 
to move from the capital to 
other cities and rural areas 


to communicate and inter- 
act with others within the 
context of constructive dia- 
logue that can yield posi- 
tive results. The Crown 
Prince's comments came 
during a tour to Koura dis- 
trict where he met with cit- 
izens from the different 
Talks of life and listened to 
(heir demands. Several 
ministers, senators and 
deputies accompanied the 
Regent. 


Hebron deal, but resume negotiations 


, progre^oFB^ talks 

j. PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim AJ Kafeariti on. Tbes-' 
-.day received a telephone, call fronfahe U.S. coordinator . 
fcr’-tfie MJtjkJle East pe^ -process*. Dejuns Rosa, who' 
feriefW;i^.aa theiatpst developments in the.Paiesun- 
ian-Israeli folks*. hekTov^r tije.pasftwo days £&' the^eit- 
Croi^og point oear Gaza. ■ ' : V • ♦ ' • 

JRoss* wbti v amved in Gaza early , this week to 
talks .which begaq'-on 
the progress, madein the . 

. f-i ; • " • ‘ ■ - 


:■ Mr, B5aba*j$ stresseji/Jtiitdaa’s keen, interest teseebg 
positive^ and taqgifefei result?*;, - and in ensuring the 1 
xe®fei)»ic>u : Qf pe^e^.talks. is addition to ' creating a» 
&B8psp&eine ^tar^daingalustaBd eoroprefaen- 

' save pe&Sg'.:'*. ’•..** [ij* “ ' , • ... 

• pft.Tuesdajf fcpe^tte..<prf»het on ..His 
'Majesey Kiog'. Hussein’s meeting and . talks - with IXS1 : 
Pris&deot Bin-Gibton and-sentor D;Si< officials during. 

• .the KJtig’s.yisitro -t he U.S.. to attend last week’s Wash-,. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
negotiators rejected Israeli 
proposals for new security 
arrangements in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, and 
only returned to peace talks 
after a U.S. meditator 
called Yasser Arafat, a 
Palestinian official said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
that Monday’s talks were 
“not positive," before fly- 
ing by Israeli military heli- 
copter to the northern 
Israeli resort of Caesarea 
for lunch with Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman. 

The trip marked Mr. 
Arafat's first public visit to 
Israel, and reaffirmed his 
standing as Israel’s most 
important peace partner. 
However, Mr. Weizman ’s 
role is largely ceremonial, 
and no concrete results 
were expected from the 
talks beyond improving the 
strained atmosphere 

between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators resumed talks 
at 4 p.m. (1400 GMT) 
Tuesday at the Beit Hanoun 
(which Israel calls Erez) 
crossing between Israel and 
the Gaza Strip, with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's Middle 
East coordinator, Dennis 
Ross, attending, 

Palestinians said Israel 
opened the talks on Mon- 
day with proposals that 
threaten to push the peace 
process back into crisis. 

Palestinians said face-to- 
face negotiations on Mon- 


day, the first to discuss the 
long-delayed reduction of 
Israeli troops in Hebron 
since clashes that killed 59 
Palestinians and 15 Israelis, 
lasted only 15 minutes. 

Israeli security sources 
said it was 30 minutes but 
an official spokesman said 
it was “considerably 
longer.” 

“The Israeli side is still 
working to cancel the 
agreement, which threatens 
to undermine the whole 
peace process,” Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfour 
told Reuters. “It seems the 
Israelis did not understand 
or have not understood the 
political explosion yet.” 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
in Gaza asking about the 
Monday negotiations: *Tm 
sorry it was not positive but 
we hope something new 
will happen today." 

But elsewhere there 
appeared to be an easing of 
die tension that has gripped 
the area since .clashes were 
triggered by Israel’s open- 
ing of an archaeological 
tunnel near Muslim holy 
sites in Jerusalem last 
month. 

On Monday evening, Mr 
Ross intervened when the 
negotiations hit a deadlock 
after Israeli negotiators 
submitted a list of propos- 
als for new security 
arrangements in Hebron. 
The Palestinians balked and 
said they were not ready to 
discuss the proposals. 

Even considering the 
Israeli demands would be 
tantamount to renegotiating 


the terms of the Israeli 
troop pullback in Hebron, 
which had already been 
agreed on with Israel’s pre- 
vious government, said 
Ibrahim Kreishe, a senior 
Palestinian official 

involved in the peace talks. 

‘"We absolutely do not 
accept these proposals," 
said Mr. Asfour. Mr. Ross 
then called Mr. Arafat, and 
only at the behest of the 
Palestinian leader did the 
Palestinian team return to 
the table, Mr. Kreishe said. 

Mr. Netanyahu told par- 
liament on Monday that he 
would pull Israeli troops 
out of most of the city, as 
promised in earlier peace 
agreements. However, Mr. 
Netanyahu said Israel has 


the right to demand better 
security arrangements for 
die 450 Jewish settlers who 
live in the town of 120,000 
Palestinians. 

In Monday’s negotiations, 
Israel said it wanted to 
retain the right of "hot pur- 
suit” of suspected Palestin- 
ian assailants into areas that 
will come under Palestinian 
control, radio reports said. 

Israel also wants to retain 
control over a broader area 
that links the Jewish 
enclaves with the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, a site in the centre 
of town that is holy to Mus- 
lims and Jews. 

The Palestinians offered 
instead that joint Israeli- 

(Continned on page 7) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, addresses Jordan Times staff during a 
visit be paid to the newspaper on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Regent, on royal visit to the Jordan Times, 
calls on Jordanians to take the lead in 
disseminating information about themselves 

Crown Prince Hassan: 


Failure of peace process 
spells disaster for all 

By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, stressed yester- 
day that there was no viable alternative to 
the peace process, warning that the conse- 
quences of abandoning it could be disas- 
trous for Arabs and Israelis alike. 

Speaking during a visit to the Jordan 
Tunes, the Crown Prince echoed a warning 
by His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday that 
the region would be facing grim prospects 
if the peace process collapses. 

The peace process should be approached 
within the broad framework of its social, 
security and economic dimensions, the 
Crown Prince told editors and reporters of 
the newspaper. “The international commu- 
nity’s efforts to build a partnership for 
peace should also aim at building partner- 
ship for development and partnership for 
security.” 

Unless there is stability, the economic 
projects discussed in the Middle East and 
North Africa economic summits (in 
Casablanca and Amman) cannot materi- 
alise, Prince Hassan said, stressing the 
inevitability of progress on the three fronts 
if the peace process is to go forward. 

On the conceptual framework of this 
process, the Crown Prince said. “I see it as 
a trilogy, that is, endeavours roust be direct- 
ed towards a partnership for peace, security 


and development.” 

Prince Hassan said that the peace treaty 
which Jordan signed with Israel in October 
1994 does offer the promise of valuable 
peace dividends, citing the water and other 
development projects that were discussed 
but whose implementation was delayed. 

The Regent said that the pace of realising 
the dividends of peace for Jordan was slow, 
but added that this was a result not simply 
of the political troubles in the overall peace 
process but also because of positions 
adopted for “vested interests” (by certain 
groups in the country), apparently in refer- 
ence to the vociferous opposition put up by 
hardline politicians against normalisation 
of relations with Israel and some of the 
professional associations which have 
threatened to take punitive action against 
their members if they contacted Israel or 
Israelis. 

The Regent said putting the peace 
process back on track was not enough to 
revitalise moves for realising the dividends 
of peace. ‘It would need some (interim) 
period of calm before such moves could be 
accelerated.” 

“The peace process is not the story of 
who hit whom,” the Crown Prince said. 
“Peace should be looked at in its compre- 
hensive form.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkish coalition ignores calls for 
its resignation over Libya fiasco 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The coalition government 
of Prime Minister 
Necmettrn Erbakan Tues- 
day turned a deaf ear to 
mounting opposition calls 
to resign after what die 
press termed as Turkey’s 
humiliation by Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

“The government will 
continue to perform suc- 
cessfully.” Mr. Erbakan's 
spokesman Abdullah Gul 
told Turkish reporters in the 
Nigerian capital of Lagos, 
the premier’s third stopover 
in his African tour also cov- 
ering Egypt and Libya. 

Colonel Qadhafi, at a 
joint press conference with 
Mr. Erbakan in Tripoli Sat- 
urday, slammed Ankara's 
friendly relations with 
Israel and said he supported 
the creation of a Kurdish 
homeland — a taboo in 
Turkey which has been bat- 
tling separatist Kurds for 12 
years. 

The flamboyant Libyan 
leader also mocked 
Turkey's penchant for the 
West — calling Turkey a 
“country under Western 
occupation” — its member- 
ship in the North Atlantic 


Treaty Organisation 

(NATO) and its friendly 
ties with the United States. 

The stunned Erbakan had 
no ready reply other than to 
thank his host meekly for 
his hospitality during the 
three-day visit. 

The Turkish opposition 
lambasted both Col. Qad- 
hafi ’s remarks and Mr. 
Erbakan's insistence to visit 
Libya despite the Foreign 
Ministry’s opposition and 
strong U.S. criticism. 

Two left-wing opposition 
parties called Monday and 
Tuesday for a vote of no 
confidence in the govern- 
ment and former Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz, 
leader of the conservative 
main opposition Mother- 
land Party, said he would 
seek to topple the govern- 
ment. 

But Mr. Erbakan's pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party has 
rallied around him Tuesday 
as did his coalition part- 
ners, the conservative True 
Path Party of Foreign Min- 
ister Tansu Ciller. 

“Efforts to oust this gov- 
ernment are useless.” said 
Hasan Ekinci, True Path’s 
deputy chairman. 


“The opposition will 
never find the necessary 
number of parliamentary 
votes to topple the govern- 
ment.” 

Welfare and True P ath 
together have a majority of 
281 deputies in the 550-seat 
parliament and were also 
supported by a seven-seat 
ultra-right-wing party in a 
July vote of confidence. 

However, political ana- 
lysts said the opposition 
expected to get support 
from some defectors from 
Mrs. Ciller’s True Path 
Party, angered by the Libya 
scandal, in parliamentary 
discussions for a vote of no 
confidence. 

Interior Minister Mehmet 
Agar, a leading True Path 
member, has publicly 
objected to Mr. Erbakan’s 
Libya visit. 

The motions presented by 
the Democratic Left Party 
and the Republican Peo- 
ple’s Party accuse Mr. 
Erbakan’s government “of 
having sidelined experi- 
enced cadres” of the Turk- 
ish foreign affairs service 
and “having deviated from 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Pro — government candidates 
secure majority in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's opposition lost its 
domination of parliament in 
Monday's elections with 
pro-government deputies 
apparently securing a 
majority, analysts said on 
Tuesday as results were 
announced. 

They said pro-govern- 
ment deputies, backed by 
ministers who become ex- 
officio members of parlia- 
ment (MPs), could easily 
muster a majority in the 
new house. 

But Muslim fundamen- 
talist MPs. both Shi'ite and 
Sunni, and pro-Islamists 
also made a strong show- 
ing. securing close to 20 
seats. 

The outgoing house was 
opposition-dominated and 
had SO elected MPs and 1 1 
minister members. 

Analysts said liberal MPs 
now had between seven and 
eight seats. Officially there 
are no political parties in 
Kuwait. 

Out of some 700.000 
Kuwaitis about 107.000 
males had the right to vote 
to select 50 new parliament 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — 

Mauritania votes for a new 
national assembly on Friday, 
with opposition candidates 
and women seeking seats 
there for the first time in on 
election that is a test of the 
country's fledgling democra- 
cy. 

Opposition parties, which 
boycotted the first multi- 
party parliamentary poll in 
1992 denouncing irregulari- 
ties. have accused the author- 
ities of denying them a fair 
hearing in state media during 
the campaign. 

"What we have experienced 
during the campaign, that is 
the systematic censorship of 
our speeches and our inter- 
ventions, augurs ill for these 
elections," Ahmad Ould 
Daddah, leader of the opposi- 
tion Union of Democratic 
Forces, told French radio. 

“If the ruling party was 
strong, effective, all it would 
have to do is organise trans- 
parent elections," Mr. Ould 
Daddah, runner-up in the 
1992 presidential poll, said, 
denouncinga generalised cor- 
ruption. falling purchasing 
power and rising unemploy- 
ment. But the main influence 
on the poll could be the atti- 
tude of the electorate — 
many of whom failed to col- 
lect their voting cards by Sun- 
day's deadline. 

Mauritania, a former Fre- 
nch colony, straddles black 
and Arab Africa. Dominant 
light-skinned Moors of Arab 
stock and blacks each make 
up a third of its 2.2 million 
people. Arabic-speaking ex- 
slaves make up the remain- 


members from 230 candi- 
dates. Analysts said turnout 
soared in the final hours on 
Monday to exceed 75 per 
cent in most districts. 

Kuwait's Emir Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad A1 Sabah 
on Tuesday accepted the 
resignation of the govern- 
ment in line with the consti- 
tution. 

Islamists have vowed to 
launch a new drive to make 
Islamic law the source of 
all legislation after failing 
to do so in the last assem- 
bly. 

Among the losers was 
Education Minister and lib- 
eral MP Ahmad Al Rabei, 
who was attacked by 
Islamists in the last assem- 
bly. 

With political parties 
banned in Kuwait, all the 
candidates officially ran as 
independents, making any 
interpretation of the com- 
position of parliament diffi- 
cult because of varying 
political alliances. 

In the last parliament, for 
example. Islamist MPs sev- 
eral times backed the gov- 
ernment. 


der. 

President Maaouya Ould 
Sid'ahmad Taya, a French- 
trained army colonel, seized 
power in 1984. He launched a 
1991 democratic transition 
and won a six-year term as 
president in 1992. 

The pro-government Dem- 
ocratic and Social Republican 
Party, which won 67 seats of 
the national assembly's 76 
seats in 1992. dismisses the 
opposition accusations of 
fraud. “The party has no need 
to resort to fraud," its secre- 
tary-general, ex-Prime Minis- 
ter Sidi Mohamed Ould 
Boubacar told journalists on 
Monday. "If there is fraud it 
is necessary to look to those 
who are not sure of the result 
of the poll." 

While many Mauritanians 
are making the most of the 
party atmosphere, with 
brightly lit campaign tents 
animating the usually quiet 
capital at night, there is little 
sign of an eagerness to vote. 

With just four days to go 
until polling day, election 
officials announced on Mon- 
day that voters had until 
Wednesday to collect their 
voting cards — after many 
voters failed to meet Sun- 
day's deadline. 

More than a million Mauri- 
tanians have the right to vote. 
Thirteen political parties will 
contest Friday's poll along 
with 52 lists presented by 
independents — mostly dis- 
gruntled members of the rul- 
ing party bounced off the 
party ticket. Most of the 26 
women candidates are from 
the ruling party. 


Parliament has the power 
to draw up and vote on leg- 
islation which must receive 
emiri approval, but MPs 
have limited opportunities 
to influence policy inside 
the government as the cabi- 
net can include as little as 
one MP. 

Some 230 Islamist, liber- 
al, tribal and other candi- 
dates were compering in the 
election in this emirate 
Those eligible to vote in 
Monday's election account- 
ed for only 15 per cent of 
Kuwaiti citizens. Women, 
some naturalised Kuwaitis 
and members of the armed 
forces were excluded from 
voting. 

Women staged several 
protests during the run-up 
to the elections and demon- 
strated twice on Monday to 
call for the right to vote and 
stand as candidates. 

Parliament, first elected 
in 1963, is renewed every 
four years, but it has been 
suspended twice by emiri 
decree — between 1976 
and 1981 and again 
between 1986 and 1992. 

Qadhafi calls 
Clinton a 
‘friend’ 

NICOSIA f AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammer Qadhafi 
said Tuesday that he had 
nothing against U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, whom he 
called a “democratic friend." 

“I don't hate him (Clin- 
ton), and his slate is clean. 
There’s no reason to hate 
him. He’s a democratic 
friend because he belongs to 
the democratic camp,” 
Colonel Qadhafi told the 
Saudi-owned Middle East 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(MBO. in a broadcast seen 
in Nicosia. 

“Clinton is a young presi- 
dent, his slate is clean con- 
cerning Libya. He has not 
participated in aggression 
against Libya, and I person- 
ally have nothing against 
him. He’s a friend,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

The U.S. president is the 
Democratic Party candidate 
in the Nov. 5 general elec- 
tions in the United States. 
His opponent is Republican 
Bob Dole. 

Col. Qadhafi said he was 
throwing his support behind 
Mr. Clinton for the election. 
“We are for the Democratic 
Party, the party of minorities 
and oppressed people." the 
Libyan leader said. 

Mr. Qadhafi said Mr Clin- 
ton “got involved in Iraq, for 
example, because of the 
intelligence serv ices’ influ- 
ence." Col. Qadhafi said he 
hated former U.S. President 
George Bush and that Bush's 
predecessor, former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan, was 
"crazy." ! 


Mauritania poll 
to test democracy 



REGENT VISITS JORDAN TIMES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, chats with Mahmoud Al Kayed (right), chairman of the board of directors of the 
Jordan Press Foundation Company Limited — publishers of the Jordan Times — and 
George Hawatmeh, chief editor of the Jordan Tunes, during a visit he paid to the newspa- 
per on Thesday. The Regent’s visit to the Times was part of 3 tour he is making of newspa- 
pers in Jordan. He visited AlRa'i on Monday and is expected to visit Al Dustonr on 
Wednesday (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Guerrillas kill 9 in Algeria 


PARIS CR) — Guerrillas 
attacked a bus on Monday 
night killing nine people in 
the southern Algerian town 
of Ksar Al Hirane, the 
Algerian security forces 
announced on Tuesday. 

“Nine citizens have been 
assassinated in a cowardly 
way,” they said in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
Algerian news agency APS. 

In a separate incident, one 
teenage student was killed 
on Monday when a young 
guerrilla hit a knot of pupils 
with a grenade at the exit of 
secondary school in the gar- 
rison town of Blida, 50 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, the 
Algerian newspaper Liberte 
reported on Tuesday. 

Another guerrilla threw a 
grenade over the wall of 
another secondary school in 
the same town, but no one 
was hurt. Liberte added. The 

Iran wants 
anti-U.S. 
oil ban 

TEHRAN (AP) — Long- 
time rivals Saudi Arabia and 
Iran should join forces and 
impose an oil embargo on the 
United States to punish it for 
supporting Israel, a newspa- I 
per here urged Tuesday. 

"The Persian Gulf coun- 
tries should once again 
employ their oil as a weapon 
to bring the supporters of the 
Zionist regime to their sens- 
es," Iran’s pro-govemment 
Tehran Times said. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia are 
two of the most important 
countries in the Muslim 
World. But Iran and Saudi 
Arabia, a mostly Sunni Mus- 
lim state, have long battled 
for influence and rarely 
cooperate. 


two grenade attacks 
occurred some minutes apart 
at noon as pupils left schools 
for lunch at home, it said. 

The Algerian government 
blamed rebels for similar 
attacks against schools in 
which some 300 teachers 
and students were killed in 
the past three years. 

More than 700 schools 
were destroyed in a sabotage 
campaign waged by guerril- 
las to try to cripple the 
Algerian economy. Algerian 
officials had said the sabo- 
tage campaign caused more 
than S2.0 billion loss. 

Security forces launched a 
manhunt to track down the 
attackers in Ksar Al Hirane 
in the province of Laghouat, 
340 kilometres south of 
Algiers, they added in the 
statement. 

The statement gave no 
details of the attack, the Iat- 


TEHRAN tAFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Tuesday that he 
opposed amending the constitu- 
tion to allow him to run for a 
third term in office. 

“Changing the constitution 
for this purpose is not in the 
interest of the country," the offi- 
cial IRNA News Agency quot- 
ed the president as saying. 

“There will eventually be a 
transition and it is better to con- 
form with the basic law," he 
added in response to demands 
by his moderate supporters for a 
change in the constitution. 

Mr. Rafsanjani ’s second four- 
year term in office expires in 
July 1997. 

The head of stale said there 
were “hundreds of distin- 
guished personalities" in Iran 
who could replace him. "We 
have to clear the field for the 
rise of capable, honest and cong- 


est in a series of raids 
against buses or trains in 
Algeria in the last three 
years. 

In August, a group of 
about 10 rebels, armed with 
shotguns, knives and hatch- 
ets forced a bus to stop at a 
fake roadblock they set at 
Sidi Laadjal village. 300 
kilometres south of algiers. 

They then picked 17 men 
aged between 17 and 25 and 
cut their throats, according 
to an Algerian report. 

The Algerian authorities 
also blamed rebels for a 
series of bomb attacks 
against civilian targets like 
coffee shops and restaurants. 

An estimated 50,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in Alge- 
ria's violence since early 
1992 when the authorities 
cancelled a general election 
in which radicals had taken 
a huge lead: ' * ’ “ 


petent figures,” he said. 

Many moderate politicians 
mainly in Mr. Rafsanjani's 
administration have argued that 
his departure would be a “great 
loss" for the country. 

But Islamic conservative 
rivals backed by the influential 
Shi'ite Muslim clergy have 
strongly opposed extending the 
president's tenure, and have 
primed parliamentary speaker 
Ali Akbar Nateq Nuri for the 
post Amid a bitter debate 
between the two factions. Iran's 
paramount leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei stepped in last 
month and ruled out a constitu- 
tional change in favour of Mr. 
Rafsanjani .The president said 
he was committed to "promot- 
ing" Islam and the 1979 revolu- 
tion and would in future “even 
accept such responsibilities as a 
provincial governor to help 
solve the people's problems.” 


Rafsanjani rules out third * 
presidential term for himself 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shenuda urges stand against Israel 

CAIRO (AFP) — Pope Shenuda HI of Egypt’s Coptic 
Christians has said force is the only way to confront 
Israel, especially on the issue of Jerusalem’s holy sites. 
“We must stand up to the Jews with adequate means. 
Condemnation is not enough, we must resort to force 
and unity." the Pope told Egyptian journalists at a meet- 
ing on Monday night. Pope Shenuda said his 1994 deci- 
sion to ban Copts from making the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem was aimed at "preventing any normalisation 
with Israel.” The Arabs must "make haste to defend the 
(Christian and Muslim) holy sites.” he said, referring to 
the Jewish state’s opening of a Jerusalem tunnel near Al 
Aqsa Mosque. The tunnel sparked I srael i- Palestinian 
clashes last month in which more than 80 people were 
killed. Israel has long rejected demands from the Cop- 
tic church for the return of Al Sultan monastery in 
Jerusalem.which Israeli authorities handed over to the 
Ethiopian Orthodox church in 1967. 

43 Kurd rebels killed in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish troops backed by helicopter 
gunships and fighter-bombers have killed 43 Kind 
I rebels in a central Turkish province over the last 10 $ 
days, a local official said on Tuesday. "Thirty-six ter- 
rorists were killed during the weekend’s military oper- 
ation and another seven before that." Sivas province 
deputy governor Mustafa Unlusoy told Reuters. On 
Saturday evening, troops backed by Cobra helicopters 
and F- 16 jets launched attacks on Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas in Sivas after four soldiers had been 
killed in an ambush. State-run Anatolian news agency 
said initially 15 rebels had been killed in the attacks. 
Sivas. which has a mostly ethnic Turk population, is not 
one of the 10 provinces where emergency rule is 
enforced. More than 20.000 people have been killed in 
the PKK's 12-year-old armed struggle for autonomy or 
I independence in the southeast of the country. 

Rights activist said held in Tunisia 

PARIS (R) — The International Federation of Human 
Tights (FIDH) demanded on Tuesday the release of a 
leader of its Tunisian branch who it said was detained 
as he returned home after criticising his government at 
a Paris meeting. The Paris-based FIDH said Salah 
Zeghidi. the vice-president of the Tunisian league for 
the defence of human rights, was taken into custody at £ 
Tunis airport on Monday night It said Mr. Zeghidi had 
voiced concern about human rights in Tunisia at a Paris 
meeting of major civil rights groups. Voicing concern 
that he could be mistreated. FIDH said the Tunisian 
government would be held responsible if Mr. Zeghidi 
was tortured or hurt Tunisia has in the past reacted 
angrily to criticism of its human rights record. Five 
international human rights watchdog groups, including 
Amnesty International, accused Tunisia last month of 
widespread and worsening rights violations' against 
political opponents and urged president Zine Al 
Abidine Ben Ali to take steps to prevent future abuses. 
They said some prominent human rights activists had 
been prevented from leaving the country while others 
had been arrested, questioned and threatened with pros- 
ecution. In May, the European Parliament also 
expressed concern over the harassment of political 
opponents and their families and the absence of press 
freedom in the country. 


Sudanese, Palestinians call for jihad 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Some 2,000 Sudanese and 
Palestinians marched in downtown Khartoum on Tues- 
day and called for holy war against Israel until the 
occupied Palestinian territories were freed. The march, 
sponsored by the National Congress, Sudan's govern- 
ment-controlled political party, brought together mem- 
bers of labour and student groups who chanted “jihad" 
and "Allah u Akbar." “They gathered in front of parlia- 
ment and were addressed by the deputy speaker and 
other parliament officials who echoed the Sudanese 
government's criticism of Israel. Deputy Speaker 
Abdul Aziz Shidou called on “all Muslims to salvage 
Al Quds from the Israeli hegemony.” Shakir Saraj, 
responsible for foreign relations at the parliament, told 
the crowd that the Muslims should unite “to erase the 
Zionist presence in Palestine.” The marchers were 
protesting Israel's opening of a tunnel alongside Al 
Aqsa Mosque, the third holiest Islamic shrine. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Muppet Show 

14:30 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 

15:00 Pyramide 

15:30 French Programmes 

16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 Blizzard Island 

17:00 News Flash 

17:15 The Adventures 

17:30 Kelly 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Four Seasons 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 - NBA 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Drama — Bugs 

23:15 Han tq Hart 

23:59 ..Comedy — Who is 
the Boss? 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:13 Fajr 

05:30 (Sunrise lDuha 

11:23 Dhuhr 

14:42 ‘Asr 

17:16 Maghreb 

18:33 ’Isha 

CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the A nnu Delation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 



Tara Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261 . 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 77 ] 75 1 . 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190, 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 

Department of Meteorology. 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail, with skies 
partly cloudy and winds north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas calm. 

Amman 14/26 

Aqaba .20/33 

Deserts .. 12/30 

Jordan Valley 19/33 

Yesterday's high tempera cures; 
Amman 24, Aqaba 31 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 47 per 


cent. Aqaba 45 per cenL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Jum'ah Abu Dhiab 
...758848 

Dr. Walid Al Masri ....675485 
Dr. Ahmad Manna' 
....839756 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 896301 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Saiam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisanl pharmacy 6376 60 

Naironkh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy J,—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


r ’fr 

- -V? "■< 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints- 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010250 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ...,636140 
Palestine! Shmeisani 


607071 

Shmeisanl Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Mnasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 6641(4/6 

1 Italian, Al-Muh^jreen777 1 0 1/3 

Al-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army, Marks. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(.09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Urn Sina Hospital (09)9867 3 2 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(091990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hay a Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 


by Royal Jordanian iRJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 0S( 53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Lamaca i RJ) 

09:10...Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
CRD 

16 JO ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:00 ....Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
18:10 ...Frankfurt, Vienna i RJ) 

18:15 London. Vienna (RJ) 

18:15— Rome (RJ) 

23:05 Shann Al Sheikh (add) 

(RJ) 

23:30 Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:00 Sanaa OYt 

11:15 Jeddah CSV) 

12:00 Karachi, Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

12:15 Cairo (MS) 


12:40. ..Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 .Tunis (TU) 

H-’OO Vienna (OS) 

15:20 Algiers (AH) 

18:00 Dubai (EK) 

19:40 London, Beirut (BA) 

20:10 Beirut iME> 

20:40 Tel Aviv CLYi 

21 Lamaca (CY) 

22:20 Amsterdam (KL> 

■2230 Athens (OAl 

Royal Wings (RWi nights 
18:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

10:00 Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London iRJ) 

11:10 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

U :4S Istanbul (RJ) 

l 8:i * 5 Aqaba. Shann Al 

Sheikh (add) (RJ) 

1*20 Colombo! RJ) 

1^:45 Beirut(RJ) 

Cairo! RJ) 

20:10 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

2® ; 20 — New Delhi (RJ) 

20:30 Calcutta, BangkoklRJ) 
21; 15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 AmsrenJam(KL) 

°3 :4S BeinufME) 

1 ! *f LondonfBA) 

!i : ™ Sanaa (IY) 

J* 1 )? Jeddah(SV) 

1,3:15 Beirut, AbuDhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

* 3:30 Doha, Al 'Ain (GF) 


14 JO .Tunis(TU) 

14:50 Vienna! OS) 

16=20 Shariqah(AH) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

21:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:30 Lamaca(CY) 

23:20 Amsterdam(KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights, & 
19:30 Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

UpperAvwer price in fils per kg- 

Apple 700/500 

Banana. 300500 

Banana (mukhammar) -420/420 

Banana (imported) ,830/600 

Cabbage —-J30/80 

Carrot J2S0/140 

Cauliflower.- -.-320/180 

Cucumber (large) ltiC/100 

Cucumber (small) 340/200 

EggplanL..„ 340/140 

Garlic .700/450 


Grapes „50ft350 

Lemon J340/240 

Marrow Oaige) 220/150 

Mamow (small) 380/250 

Mulukhiah 180/100 

Onion (green) —320/240 

Onion (dry). J4Q/90 


Okra 

Pear 

1000/600 

.650/450] 

rea. — 

Pepper (hot)- 

600/40W 

vmnous 

Pepper (sweet) . 

450/250 

Pomegranate ... 

.420/250 

Potato 

330/200 


Spinach 330/200 

String Bean. 800600 

Tomato «W 120 


•esday, o c t 0 b 
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Home News 

Wildlife reserve fires probably 
set by ‘rebellious’ elements 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 9, 1996 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN Director of the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) Anis Muasher said the series 
of deliberate fires at the- Dana Wildlife 
Reserve are individual acts motivated 
by disregard for the laws of the 
reserve, and urged citizens as well as 
officials to participate in putting an end 
to the destruction. 

A series of small fires have been set 
in and around the Dana Wildlife 
Reserve in what officials said are 
attempts to thwart the nature reserve 
project and frighten people involved in 
its management. 

The Dana Wildlife Reserve, like the 
other six reserves protected by the 
RSCN. . is protected by regulations 
which limit entry and access to many 
parts of the area under protection. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Muasher said that in most 
cases, when certain restrictions are 
enforced upon a given society, some 
of its members rebel. 

The fires, he said, are an example of 
that sort of rebellion. 

Mr. Muasher said that although most 
of the citizens in the regiou of Dana 
support the project and are largely ben- 
efitting from it, it is always difficult to 
please everyone, especially because 
environmental laws and regulations are 
still new concepts that "need to be 
absorbed by all members of the soci- 
ety. 

Mr. Muasher said that he feels such 
acts are not organised, but rather are 
individual acts motivated by disregard 
for rules and regulations, an element 
that needs to be immediately 
addressed, he emphasised. He contin- 
ued that the damage was not serious 
and that it was dealt with efficiently, 
yet the acts themselves are worrisome. 

He said an investigation is taking 
place and the government is looking 
seriously into the matter and further 
stated that the people of the Dana 
region are being helpful in the course 
of the investigation. 

The Dana Wildlife Reserve project, 
Mr. Muasher said, has been supported 


by numerous international organisa- 
tions such as the World Bank, the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), the Japanese government, as 
well as local organisations such as the 
Friends of Dana which raised a quarter 
of a million dinars to back the reserve. 

The project, he continued, has rebuilt 
many houses, roads and mosques. It 
has also built a large research centre 
with a small hotel that caters to the 
needs of researchers and visitors to the 
reserve. 

The Dana Wildlife Reserve, said Mr. 
Muasher. was acclaimed by the World 
Bank for being not only a conservation 
enterprise, but also one which 
enhances socio-economic develop- 
ment, especially since it has created 
almost 500 new jobs in the region. 

Ammar Khammash, who worked as 
a consultant for the RSCN as well as an 
architect, said he believes the fires are 
the work of small-minded individuals 
who cannot come to terms with the 
new rules of the reserve and who can- 
not understand the importance of envi- 
ronmental protection and view it as an 
alien Western idea. 

Mr. Khammash added that probably 
some of these individuals are angry 
about their region being protected and 
regulated by people from outside and 
that they have to abide by certain rules 
in a manner to which they are not 
accustomed. 

He stressed that these small fires do 
not have the capacity of ruining the 
reserve ecologically, rather they form a 
behavioural threat which demands 
urgent attention. 

Agreeing with Mr. Muasher's com- 
ments, Mr. Khammash said the reserve 
is supported by most citizens of the 
region, and that these sporadic fires are 
probably the unconnected work of dis- 
gruntled individuals. 

Chris Johnson, director of conserva- 
tion at RSCN, said that when the pro- 
ject was. first launched, people of the 
region where suspicious and resisted 
the change which they felt would affect 
their traditional way of life. 

The major problems the project 
faced, said Mr. Johnson, were ones 
which stemmed from the new rules and 


regulations the project enforced on 
grazing, hunting and other environ- 
mentally-damaging activities. 

Gradually, however, he said, the local 
community became more positive, spe- 
cially since they realised that they 
would actually benefit from the pro- 
ject. 

In the past three years, there has been 
considerable change in the attitudes of 
people, in, as well as outside, the 
region; they have become more aware 
of the problems and more concerned in 
solving them, he added. 

When the project was first launched, 
he explained, a study was done to 
examine the nature of the reserve and 
the results were impressive. 

Over 600 different wild plants were 
found, and 500 animals, 24 of which 
classified as globally endangered, were 
registered, Mr. Johnson said. 

Moreover, he said, the reserve was 
threatened by overgrazing, hunting, 
industrialisation, and wrongful planti- 
ng of trees that are not part of the'nat- 
ural ecology of the area. 

Because of these problems, Mr. 
Johnson said, we have to develop a 
proper working relationship not only 
with the local community but also with 
different organisations in order to 
enable us to perform in the best way 
possible. 

Mr. Johnson continued that the latter 
has been achieved to a certain extent, 
and that the local community has man- 
aged to understand the issues at hand 
and to cooperate with the project man- 
agement. 

The fires, he added, are most proba- 
bly the work of certain elements of the 
community who have not been able to 
come to terms with the new regula- 
tions, and have decided to show their 
frustration in such a manner. 

Mr. Johnson continued that he does 
not believe they represent any specific 
sector of their community which to a 
large extent is supportive of the pro- 
ject, specially since it has created so 
many jobs and new opportunities for 
the local community. 


Minister seeks assistance 
from Australia and tKe EU 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat is seeking assis- 
tance from Australia and 
the European Union (EU) 
for the implementation of a 
project regarding highland 
development over the next 
five years. 

In a meeting with Aus- 
tralian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Merilyn Wickkes, the 
minister reviewed a draft 
document for the project 
which his ministry has 
already submitted to the 
World Food Programme, an 
agency which falls under 
the auspices of the United 
Nations. 

The project is designed to 
increase agricultural pro- 
duction, reduce soil erosion 
and increase cultivation of 
fruit trees mainly olive. 

It also includes sugges- 


tions of projects to aid 
small farmers better culti- 
vate their lands and breed 
livestock. 

Dr. Shneikat told the 
ambassador that Jordan 
looks for the Australian 
government’s support for 
this programme. 

The WFP Executive 
Council is due to convene 
in Rome later this month to 
discuss these issues. 

Dr. Shneikat and the 
ambassador also discussed 
issues pertinent to agricul- 
ture and the prospect of 
tr ainin g Jordanians interest- 
ed in veterinary sciences in 
Australia. 

Ms. Wickkes promised to 
relay Jordanian views to 
Australia’s representative at 
the WFP. 

Also Tuesday Dr. 
Shneikat held a meeting 


with the EU representative 
in Jordan, Yves Gazzo and 
the two reviewed Jordan’s 
draft document requesting 
assistance from the WFP . 

Mr. Gazzo promised full 
EU support at the WFP 
Executive Council meeting. 

They also discussed 
prospects for EU support 
for the future highland pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Gazzo said that there 
was a good possibility that 
the EU will finance Jordan- 
ian development projects 
once they prove their feasi- 
bility. 

The WFP has, since 1964, 
provided assistance to the 
Kingdom in endeavours to 
develop highlands and 
increase agricultural pro- 
duction. 


Pharmaceutical industry debates 
impact of intellectual property rights 


\i 


AMMAN (Petra J — Minis- 
ter of Health Aref Baraineh, 
,J. along with U.S. Arabas- 
k'- ' sador to Jordan Wesley 
Egan. Tuesday discussed 
Jordan’s application of 
j l’H y intellectual property rights 
and the impact of such on 
the pharmaceutical indus- 
try. 

The discussion covered 
prospects of giving Jordan 
a grace period to adjust to 
international agreement 
requirements regarding 
intellectual property rights 
and U.S. technical assis- 
tance to help Jordan pro- 
mote its pharmaceutical 
industry. 

The meeting, held at the 
minister's office, was 
attended by Chairman of 
the Jordanian Federation of 
Drug Producers Anis 
Muasher as well as senior 
ministry officials. 

The meeting coincided 
■n with a workshop at the Jor- 
$ dan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) 
entitled: The Pharmaceuti- 
cal Industry of the Arab 
World, which covered 


issues related to joining the 
World Trade Organisation 
CWTO). 

Ministry of Health Secre- 
tary General Has hem Jad- 
dou addressed the meeting, 
on behalf of Dr. Baiaineb, 
and emphasised thak the 
Arab pharmaceutical indus- 
try has attained a profes- 
sional level matching its 
counterparts in advanced 
nations. 

The workshop is designed 
to help participating Arab 
firms coordinate their stand 
regarding WTO require- 
ments as well as discuss 
potential advantages for the 
Arab industry in joining 
this organisation, said Dr. 
Jaddu. 

JUST President Saad 
Hijazi opined that Arab 
states are- bound to join the 
WTO in order to benefit 
from free trade and new 
world markets. 

He called for the creation 
of regional cooperation in 
pharmaceutical research to 
ensure continued success. 

According to Dean of the 
Pharmacy Faculty at JUST 


Mutaz Salem, consump- 
tion of medicine in the Arab 
world reached $7S5 million 
in 1975 and rose to nearly 
S3.8 billion in 1994 and that 
local pharmaceutical pro- 
duction in the Arab World 
covers only 45 per cent of 
its demand. 

He said that the pharma- 
ceutical industry of the 
Arab world can be devel- 
oped once an Arab common 
market has been created 
which, in turn, will encour- 
age research and product 
quality improvement. 

The two-day meeting is 
being attended by represen- 
tatives of various Arab 
pharmaceutical firms and 
will discuss topics connect- 
ed with the WTO require- 
ments, topics related to 
intellectual property rights 
and the status of the Arab 
drug industries. 

The meeting was organ- 
ised in conjunction with the 
Amman-based Arab Com- 
pany for Drug Industries 
and Medical Appliances. 


Jordan 

celebrates 

Arab 

Habitat 

Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Monday marked Arab Habi- 
tat Day. which is annually 
celebrated on the first Mon- 
day in October. 

To mark the occasion, the 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Corporation 

(HUDC) held a major cele- 
bration under the theme 
“Housing Involves Partici- 
pation and Balanced Devel- 
opment” 

Addressing the ceremony, 
HUDC Director General 
Yousef Hiyasar stated that 
die celebration is an oppor- 
tunity for revaluation of the 
housing development evolu- 
tion. 

Dr. Hiyasar reviewed his 
corporation's housing policy 
stating its aim as the shelter- 
ing of the entire population. 

Jordan’s celebration of 
Arab Habitat Day coincided 
with the world celebration of 
World Habitat Day, celebrat- 
ed on Monday under the 
theme: “Urbanisation, Citi- 
zenship and Human Solidar- 
ity”. 

United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements Assis- 
tant Secretary General Dr. 
Wally N’Dow sent a mes- 
sage- to the event saying, 
“Nearly half of humanity 
will live in urban centres by 
the year 2000 and two-thirds 
by die year 2025.” 

He added: “Making our 
task even more urgent is the 
unprecedented rate at which 
our cities are growing. 
Already at the centre of 
today's environmental and 
social drams, cities are in 
large pan not prepared for 
the human ills of our age — 
poverty, crime, drugs, disaf- 
fected youth, polluted air 
and water, paralysing traffic, 
decaying infrastructures, 
dehumanising slums and 
shantytowns.” 


Hair samples to be analysed 
in ‘Udwan Mills’ case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court Tuesday 
stated it was subjecting 
hair samples to analysis in 
the retrial of nine people, 
five of whom had been 
sentenced to death in 
1995. 

The nine defendants 
were pan of a group of 12, 
known as “Udwan Mills”, 
who received prison sen- 
tences ranging from 10 
years to the death penalty 
for committing a total of 
230 crimes, including 
murder, attempted murder, 
armed robbery, theft, kid- 
napping and fraud. 

Two of the murder vic- 
tims were security offi- 
cers. 

The Criminal Court’s 
decision Tuesday fol- 
lowed a request foam the 


Court of Cassation, which 
had studied the case and 
asked the Criminal Court 
to revise its rulings. 

“The court requested 
that the criminal lab 
examine hair samples, 
found in the hands of vic- 
tim Emile Kh ashram, to 
determine whether or not 
the hair belongs to defen- 
dants Imad and Yousef 
[Ayed Smadi],” Judge 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq 
said. 

The two men. along with 
Khader Jaber Mubarak, 
were accused of robbing 
and killing Mr. JChashram. 
70, in his Shmeisani home 
on Nov. 22, 1992. 

According to the court, 
the three monitored the 
victim's house for one 
week and resolved to rob 
the house, thinking that 
the owner was out. But 
such was not the case and 


Mr. Khashram, according 
to sworn testimony, start- 
ed begging for his life and 
telling the perpetrators to 
take what they wanted but 
not to kill him. 

“The three men did not 
listen to his pleas and 
strock him several times 
on the head with an iron 
bar and a small table. 
They then left after estab- 
lishing with certainty that 
he was dead.” the court 
said in the verdict. 

The Court of Cassation 
had been reviewing the 
case since June 30. 1995 
and returned the case to 
the Criminal Court asking 
for a revision of the out- 
come as “it was based on 
confession rather than a 
study of relevant evi- 
dence 

In its June 1995 ruling, 
the Criminal Court said it 
based its decision on 


defendant confessions in 
front of the State Security 
and Criminal Court prose- 
cution. 

The higher court argued 
that the Criminal Court 
erred in basing its ruling 
merely upon defendant 
confessions “as the defen- 
dants claimed they were 
interrogated and forced to 
confess.” 

The group was nick- 
named “Udwan Mills" 
because they were cap- 
cured in a police raid in the 
Udwan Village in 
Sukhneh. north of Zarqa. 

For the past three years, 
the court heard more than 
160 witnesses in one of] 
the longest cases to be 
tried in the Kingdom. 

The court tribunal post- 
poned the case until Oct. 
26 to await criminal lab 
results. 


Vendors complain of inspector harassment 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Street ven- 
dors and shopowners in the 
Hussein refugee camp this 
week complained of hav- 
ing been repeatedly 
harassed by inspectors 
working for the Greater 
Amman Municipality and 
the Ministry of Supply. 

But officials from the 
two departments categori- 
cally denied the charges 
and further uiged citizens 
to report any misconduct 
on the part of the inspec- 
tors. 

A shopowner on Ein 
Jaloud Street, in the 
refugee camp, claimed that 
the municipality and min- 
istry inspectors continually 
harass him and search for 
minor Infraction's'; for 
which- they -can issue, a 
warning or fine. 

“This is the first time that 
we witness such harass- 
ment by employees of the 
municipality and Ministry 
of Supply. [It seems] as if 
officials are determined to 
collect money in any way 
possible," Abu Bassam 


told the Jordan Times. 

A grocery' shop owner on 
street no. 20 also com- 
plained of inspectors' 
capriciousness upon 
inspection rounds. 

“Once, we forgot to place 
the price tag on one of our 
items and" the inspector 
said [that] although prices 
look reasonable I feej like 
issuing you a penalty.” the 
shopowner said. 

Director of the Public 
Relations Department for 
the Greater Amman 
Municipality Sa'eed 
Ghamoh stressed that 
employees are merely ful- 
filling job obligations in 
applying municipal law. 

“Normally, the munici- 
pality inspectors politely 
ask the violators to abide 
by regulations, but in cer- 
tain cases they have to be 
strict, especially in the case 
of repeat offenders,” he 
said. 

But residents of the 
refugee camps insist that 
the inspectors are inten- 
tionally provoking mer- 
chants and street vendors. 

Their accusations come 
less than a week after a 


municipality inspector was 
allegedly attacked by street 
vendors while on duty. 

Witnesses present during 
last Friday’s incident said 
that the inspector, Jamil 
Abu Shish began to kick 
stalls. 

According to these wit- 
nesses, the two young 
owners of the stand pushed 
the inspector, whose head 
bumped against a ladder 
causing abrasions. 

The inspector, Mr. Abu 
Shish, Tuesday told the 
Jordan Times that he was 
attacked by the youths. 

“! asked them politely to 
move their stand and they 
agreed. But a few seconds 
later one of them struck me 
with a metal bar," he said. 

Director of Public Rela- 
tions at the Ministry of 
Supply Ahmad Theban 
said that the. .ministry's 
inspectors are not perfect. 

“We have people who 
perform their duties prop- 
erly, and others who make 
mistakes,” Mr. Theban 
said. 

But in general, he said, 
the ministry issues strict 
instructions to the inspec- 


tors to respect and cvxiper- 
ate with merchants. 

"The inspectors’ job at 
the ministry is to point out 
mistakes, to the offenders, 
but if they keep repeating 
.the same mistakes then we 
have to fine them," he 
explained. 

Last week, ministry 
inspectors claimed to have 
been attacked by a butcher 
who was slaughtering ani- 
mals, in his shop, in viola- 
tion of the Supply Law. 

According to a statement 
released by the ministry, he 
was violating health regu- 
lations. 

The statement also 
charged that he was selling 
mutton without official 
municipality slaughter- 
house stamps. 

Officials stressed thar 
strict- measures are "taken 
against any inspector who 
abuses his authority. 

They said inspectors who 
are guilty of such abuses 
are either issued a warning, 
receive a salary deduction 
or. in extreme cases, risk 
losing their jobs. 


Men confess to stealing 30 metres of barbed wire 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Mon- 
day announced the arrest 
of "four men who allegedly 
stole 30 metres of barbed 
wire fence from Zobiya 
Natural Reserve in 
Ajloun, according to Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD) reports. 

The report stated that a 
watchman for the reserve 
discovered a gap of about 
30 metres in the reservoir 
fence and alerted authori- 
ties. 

After an intensive 
search, police apprehend- 
ed four men riding in the 
bed of a pick-up and haul- 
ing six bundles of barbed 
wire, the report said. 

It added that the men 
confessed to having stolen 


the wire in hopes of ensu- 
ing commercial profit. 

An official at the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) 
told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday that this was not 
the first time a barbed 
wire fence was stolen 
from the reservoirs. 

“We have cases of peo- 
ple tearing at the fence to 
either sell it or simply to 
destroy the fence,” the 
official said. 

Thfe Zobiya Forest, cov- 
ering an area of 12 square 
kilometres, was estab- 
lished in 1987 to protect 
natural oak woodlands 
and provide an adequate 
niche to re-introduce the 
Roe Deer. 

Police said : they were 
investigating the incident. 

Meanwhile, PSD reports 


said that five people, 
including a six-year old 
child, were killed Monday 
in three separate road 
accident. 

In Tafileh, a six -year old 
child identified as Iman 
Salameh, was hit and 
killed by a trailer while 
crossing the road. 

In the Ein Ghazal area of 
Amman, two unidentified 
women were similarly 
killed while crossing the 
street, the PSD report said. 

The driver of the vehi- 
cle, identified only as J.K., 
told police that the women 
were crossing the street 
and that he attempted to 
slow down “but could not 
avoid hitting them.” 

“At the same time the 
women were struck by a 
trailer which was passing 
me on the right,” he said. 


according to the report. 

In Mafraq, two people 
were killed when the 
motor vehicle they were 
riding in collided with an 
oncoming vehicle. No 
further details were avail- 
able. 

In a separate fatal inci- 
dent Monday, a 25-year- 
old baker died of electro- 
cution in a bakery in 
Jerash, PSD reports said. 

According to the report, 
the victim, identified only 
as A.A.M., intended to 
clean the oven and while 
disconnecting an electrici- 
ty prong, he was electro- 
cuted. 

Forensic experts said the 
man died of heart failure 
resulting from electric 
shock. 
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FILM 

* "‘Black Adder theThlrdT at the British Council at 7:00 p.rn. 

CONCERT 

* Performance by A1 Hannunah Band at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pan. 

SEMINARS AND 
LECTURES 

•"Protection of Publication and Production Rights, in the 
Arab World” with the participation of Ibrahim A1 Mn’allim, 
Osama h Mjqdacfi, and Fathi A1 Bis at Abdul Jfiameed 
Sfcoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 
f Lecture, on “The Business of Publishing” hosted by the 
Amman Rotary Cosmopolitan Club at the Marriott Hotel at 
lOOpJiL - 

* Roundtable discussion entitled “From Pen to Paper” at the 
Jordan Writerc Federation at 6:00 pjn. - 


• “Hidden Histories and the Problem of Ethnicity in Pales- 
tine” by Professor Thom an Thompson at the Friends of 
Archaeology (TeL 696682) at 6:00 pjn. 

FOOD FAIR 

*TTie 13th Annua] Food Fair at the International Community 
School on Friday Oct II at 11:00 aun. flfeL 841070) — Activ- 
ities include national costume parade, music by the Jordan- 
ian Army Band, food from different parts of the world includ- 
ing Swedish specialties, Jordanian delicacies, Irish coffee, and 
Italian paria. Pony rides and other activities. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•’’Amman Sixth International Book Exhibition” at the 
International Exhibition Centre, University RtL, until OcL 
17. 

• “The Fifth One-frunehsion Exhibition 1 * by several artists at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery, Mecca Street OW. 862105), until Oct. 10. 

• Basketry exhibition (with a variety of wrought iron fkirni- 
ture mixed with basketry) at Jordan Design and Tirade Cen- 
tre, Shmeisani (Tel. 699141/2), until Oct. 10. 
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Clinton wins corporate nod, 
campaigns in New England 


MANCHESTER, N.H. (R) 
— President Bill Clinton 
Monday courted Republi- 
can Bob Dole’s core con- 
stituencies, accepting an en- 
dorsement from about 2,500 
businesspeople and cam- 
paigning in conservative 
New Hampshire state. 

One day after debating 
Sen. Dole. Mr. Clinton 
sought to rebut charges he 
has mismanaged the econo- 
my by appearing with top 
businessmen, including the 
chief executives of Sprint, 
Xerox and United Techno- 
logies, all of whom praised 
his policies. 

The Clinton/Gore cam- 
paign said the men were 
among more than 2,500 
“business leaders” who had 
decided to endorse the pres- 
ident and argued that their 
support vindicated Mr. 
Clinton's management of 
the economy. 

The endorsement was 
unusual in U.S. politics, 
where industry has typically 
sided with the Republicans 
rather than the Democrats. 

But many executives on 
the list have long supported 
Mr. Clinton while others, 
like Tom Horan of Connec- 
ticut’s Horan Florists and 
William Torbert. Dela- 
ware's Torbert Funeral Cha- 
pel. did not appear to be 
titans of the business world. 

While accepting their en- 
dorsement. Mr. Clinton 
asked the business leaders 
for more, saying he needed 
their help to make the 
recently enacted welfare 
reform law work. 

“Only the private sector in 
America can prove that I 


was right to sign that bill, 
and those who thought i 
was wrong were wrong,” he 
said. ‘The government can- 
not hire all these people ... 
This has basically got to be 
a private sector show." 

Mr. Clinton, and his aides, 
used the endorsements to 
argue that Sen. Dole’s nat- 
ural allies were deserting 
him only four weeks from 
the Nov. 5 election. Natio- 
nal opinion polls show Mr. 
Clinton leads Sen. Dole by 
10 to 20 percentage points. 

“There is a problem deve- 
loping in their ranks ... 
about traditional sources of 
Republican support drying 
up," said White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry. 
“Having such a show of 
support for the president ... 
has got to be a little dispirit- 
ing for them." 

White House political 
director Doug Sosnik made 
a similar argument for the 
president's afternoon stop in 
Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire, saying the state had 
swung to Mr. Clinton and 
citing polls showing him 
leading Sen. Dole by 15 to 
23 points. 

Mr. Clinton won the state 
in 1992, bur in a demonstra- 
tion of its conservative 
roots, did so by a margin of 
only 62500 votes. 

The president was unmis- 
takeably delighted to be in 
New Hampshire, the scene 
of his remarkable comeback 
during the 1992 primary 
campaign. 

At a boisterous outdoor 
rally at a sports stadium in 
Manchester, Mr. Clinton 
reminded the crowd of sev- 


eral thousand that he had 
first declared his candidacy 
for president five years ago 
to the day in New Hamp- 
shire. 

“There may be someone 
in America right now who’s 
happier than I am but I have 
no idea who it would be. I 
am glad to be here,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

A scoreboard at the stadi- 
um, referring to Sunday 
night's debate against Sen. 
Dole in Hartford, Connec- 
ticut, showed Mr. Clinton 
beating his opponent 1 - 0 . 

Mr. Clinton appeared 
pleased with the debate, 
which will be followed by a 
second encounter in San 
Diego on Oct. 16. 

“I enjoyed that debate and 
1 believe that the American 
people got a pretty good 
feel for the differences 
between us,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “We just proved you 
can still do it and be ci- 
vilised and decent and 
humane.” 

At the end of a long day. 
Mr. Clinton flew to Port- 
land. Maine, for a night- 
time rally of 15.000 exuber- 
ant people at a baseball sta- 
dium filled to capacity. 

Although Mr. Clinton was 
clearly cultivating Maine 
voters for his re-election, 
the rally also featured Jo- 
seph Brennan, a former De- 
mocratic state governor run- 
ning for the Senate, and 
Tom Allen, a contemporary 
of Mr. Clinton's at Oxford 
University running for 
Congress. 

Mr. Clinton was sched- 
uled to return to Washington 
early Tuesday. 








Russian Security Chief Alexander Lebed (left) talks with Western European Union 
(WEU) Secretary General Jose Cutileiro during a meeting at the WEU Headquarters 
in Brussels. Gen. Lebed dismissed as insignificant criticisms by Russia’s Interior 
Minister Anatoly Kulikov of his peace deal in Cbechenya (Reuter photo) 

Lebed visits NATO’s European troop HQ 


MONS. Belgium (AFP) — Russia's nation- 
al security chief Alexander Lebed toured 
NATO's military nerve centre here Tuesday, 
a day after sparking consternation by link- 
ing the START-II nuclear reduction accord 
to a halt in the alliance's expansion plans. 

Gen. Lebed was welcomed to the troop 
headquarters in the southwestern city of 
Mons by the supreme commander of NATO 
allied forces in Europe. U.S. General 
George Joulwan. 

The two men. Gen. Lebed looking dour 
and moving stiffly, reviewed troops from 
the 16 alliance member state before retiring 
to Gen. Joulwan's office for talks. 

Earlier in the day in Brussels, Gen. Lebed 
visited the headquarters of the Western 
European Union (WEUl, the only all- 
European body charged with defence 
issues. 

He went on to meet Belgian members of 
parliament before holding 30 minutes of 
talks with Belgian Defence Minister Jean- 


Pol Poncelet. 

Gen. Lebed arrived in Belgium Sunday to 
visit NATO’s main headquarters at the invi- 
tation of Secretary-General Javier Solana. 

After talks with Mr. Solana Monday. Gen. 
Lebed called for a delay in NATO plans to 
expand to take in Eastern European nations, 
which Russia sees as a threat to its security. 

He warned that Russia might not ratify 
the START-II accord, which would reduce 
U.S. and Russian strategic nuclear arsenals 
by two-thirds and eliminate land-based 
multiple warheads, if enlargement goes 
ahead. 

Russia wants an agreement with NATO 
on its own relations with the alliance before 
NATO embraces ex- Warsaw Pact members. 
However Mr. Solana Monday flatly reject- 
ed the proposal. 

Following his meeting with Mr. Poncelet, 
Gen. Lebed said that he believed the issue 
would be deait with in a “civilised” manner. 


Pope has appendix removed 


ROME (Ri — Pope John 
Paul had a two-hour opera- 
tion Tuesday to remove his 
appendix, hospital sources 
said, and Italian news agen- 
cies said the surgery was 
performed without a hitch. 

A reporter saw the 76- 
year-old Pope, attached to a 
drip, being wheeled on a 
bed bock to his special 10 th 
floor suite of Rome's Ge- 
melli Hospital surrounded 
by doctors and guards after 
emerging from the operat- 
ing theatre on the floor 
below. 

He had appeared relaxed 
and smiled at security offi- 
cers and nurses he passed 
on his way into the operat- 
ing theatre shortly after 7 


a_m. (0500 GMT) following 
prayers in the chapel of his 
suite, a member of his 
entourage said. 

Barring complications, 
the Pope is expected to stay 
in hospital for about five 
days prior to convalescence. 

The ANSA news agency, 
quoting hospital sources, 
said the operation, conduct- 
ed by the same surgeon who 
saved the Pope’s life after 
he was shot in 1981, ended 
shortly before 9.00 a.m. 

It said the Pope had awoken 
from anaesthetic at around 
9. 10 a.m. And that the opera- 
tion had been “carried out 
without complications." The 
AG I news agency carried a 
similar report. 


Neither dispatch could 
immediately be confirmed. 
An official medical bulletin 
was expected to be issued at 
around 1 1 a.m. (0900 GMT). 

The Vatican announced 
plans for the operation last 
month when it said recurrent 
inflammation of the appendix 
was the cause of three bouts 
of “intestinal fever” the Pope 
has suffered since last 
Christmas. 

The announcement has 
failed to quell intense specu- 
lation that the Polish-bom 
Pope may be suffering from a 
new tumour, a theory dis- 
missed by the Vatican as 
"medical fiction'’ when the 
Pope entered the Gemelli 
Sunday. 


Sen. Dole closed the gap 
with President Clinton to 
about 9 percentage points in 
the latest Reuters daily 
tracking poll Monday, a 
leap from 15 points behind 
in the previous survey. 

The poll — completed 
before the first presidential 
debate Sunday night in 
Hanford, Connecticut — 
was conducted for Reuters 
by John Zogby Group 
International and had Mr. 
Clinton at 44.4 per cent. 
Sen. Dole, 35.1 per cent and 
Reform Party candidate 
Ross Perot, 5.8 per cent. 
Undecided voters made up 
13 per cent. 

This poll was a rolling 
three day average of polling 
results from Friday through 
Sunday. The Reuters/Zogby 
poll of approximately 900 
likely yoters had a margin 
of error of plus or minus 3.3 
percentage points. 

“I’m calling this the Oc- 
tober adjustment we’ve all 
been expecting,” pollster 
John Zogby said, noting 
there was no single event 
that caused the race to tight- 
en. 

Sen. Dole is solidifying 
his Republican base and “is 
now getting three out of 
four Republican voters," 
Mr. Zogby said. 

Earlier Sen. Dole could 
count on only about 62 to 
64 per cent of Republicans 
surveyed, Mr. Zogby said. 

“One could anticipate 
there will be a little more 
tightening as he brings in 
more Republicans.” Mr. 
Zogby said 


Japan 
kicks off 
campaign 
for Oct. 20 
election 

TOKYO (R) — Politi- 
cians visited rain-soaked 
constituencies across Japan 
Tuesday, formally launch- 
ing aI 2 -day campaign for 
the votes of an electorate 
which has only half made 
up its mind who to support. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto. his own job 
riding on his Liberal De- 
mocratic Party’s success in 
the Oct. 20 general elec- 
tions, told a crowd in east- 
ern Tokyo that only the 
LDP could jumpstart Ja- 
pan's economy and ease 
unemployment fears. 

“Trust the LDP, and we 
will immediately get to 
work” deregulating the 
economy and streamlining 
the bureaucracy, Mr. Ha- 
shimoto said from atop a 
White Party van as several 
hundred onlookers peered 
through umbrellas to see 
him. 

Calls to cut back the bu- 
reaucracy, blamed for a 
series of scandals in health 
and financial administra- 
tion. are central to the cam- 
paign pledges of all major 
parties, making it hard for 
Japan’s 98 million voters to 
choose. 

About half of voters 
polled by major newspa- 
pers say they are undecid- 
ed. Ortiy 52 per cent of 
3.000 voters polled at the 
weekend by the mass-cir- 
culation daily newspaper 
Yomiuri Shim bun said they 
would definitely vote. 

Mr. Hashimoto, Japan's 
fourth prime minister since 
the last elections in 1993 
broke the LDP's 38-year 
grip on power, also pledged 
to improve the welfare pro- 
gramme for senior citizens, 
whose meteoric growth 
carries ominous budget 
implications. 

"We have a responsibility 
to do our utmost to create a 
society where living a long 
time is a good thing," he 
said. 

Across the capital, Shin- 
shinto (New Frontier Party) 
leader Ichiro Ozawa, Mr. 
Hashiraoto's- main rival, pe- 
dalled a “contract with Ja- 
pan" platform of supply-side 
tax cuts and deregulation 
that appeared to borrow hea- 
vily from U.S. Republicans. 


A customer scampers away from a surge of sea water flooding over a seaside restau- 
rant’s deck as Tropical Storm Josephine makes its way through St. Petersburg, 
Florida, Monday. The storm kicked up high surf as it rolled across the Gulf of Mexico 
into Florida’s west coast (Renter photo) 

Storm batters northern Florida 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP I — 
Tropical storm Josephine 
made landfall in northwest- 
ern Florida late Monday 
with 112 -kilometre an hour 
winds, drenching rain and 
tornados, sending local resi- 
dents scampering for safety. 

Hundreds of people fled 
their homes earlier in the 
day in northern Florida in 
anticipation of Josephine's 
arrival, as Governor Lawton 
Chiles ordered universities, 
schools and state offices in 
the Florida panhandle to 
close early. 

The near-hurricane 
strength storm sent ocean 
swells of more than two me- 
tres flooding coastal areas 
near Apalachicola. 

Boats were hauled from 
Marinas and windows taped 
and shuttered to minimize 
the damage from the storm. 

Local authorities were 
concerned by inland torna- 
dos. tidal surges and up to 
12.5 centimeters of rain 
being dumped on an already 
drenched northern Florida. 

“It’s all saturated,” said 
Mayor John Delaney of 
Jacksonville. 

“It’s like having a glass of 
water and pouring more in 


there. It's going to spill 
out.” 

The mayor declared a 
state of emergency Monday 
afternoon, opening up shel- 
ters and gathering police, 
fire Fighters and utility 
repair crews. 

Jacksonville has already 
endured IS centimeters of 
rain since last week, with 
swollen ground water levels 
throughout the region 
floods were already cover- 
ing parts of north Florida 
and flood warnings spread 
across the region. 

“With seven days of rain, 
the ground has absorbed all 
it can take. And we’re still 
getting rain.” said Duval 
County fire rescue opera- 
tions Chief Ted Holmes 
local television stations 
around the state capital of 
Tallahassee showed neigh- 
bourhoods already flooded 
by heavy rains that have 
struck the area since 
Saturday. 

Several dozen tornados 
touched down in north and 
centra] Florida, including 
one some 50 kilometers 
south of the Kennedy Space 
Center, although no major 
damage was reported, offi- 


Thirteen-year-old Shawn Robinson of SL Petersburg has a front row seat as a huge 
wave surges over a sea wall from Tropical Storm Josephine (Reuter photo) 


Hundreds of Khmer Rouge 
defect to join Cambodian army 

B ATTAMBANG, Cambo- sisters come to join the gov- pardon on Sept. 14 from a 
dia (R) — Hundreds of eminent because they want death sentence for his role 
hardline Khmer Rouge to end the war and find in the genocide of more 
guerrillas have agreed to peace for their families,” than one million Cambo- 
join Cambodian govern- General Preap Tan. deputy dians during the Khmer 
ment forces in another blow commander of regional Rouge’s rule, 
to the weakening Maoist forces, told reporters. Chum Koeun. hardline 

Faction led by Pol Pot, a top “This is another govern- commander of Division 36 
defence official said Tues- ment success,” he added. said he was bringing almost 
day. The divisions were from 300 fighters and 1.000 depen- 

At least five divisions of areas close to Samlaut. a dan ts to the government side 
the hardline guerrillas key Khmer Rouge base 80 “We are bringing a lot of 
decided unconditionally to km southwest of Bartam- weapons and ammunition ” 
merge with government bang seized last week by he said, adding that the suer 
forces on Oct. 4. he said. dissident forces loyal to riJIas lacked food and medi 
Analysts said their deci- lengSary. cine, 

sion to defect straight to the Commanders of three of Soliders at Battamban<r 
government would put pres- the divisions flew from the Airport were seen loading a 
sure on former top Khmer jungles Tuesday to Battam- helicopter with supplies to 
Rouge cadre Ieng Sary to bang, the country’s second be taken to the rebel bases 
speed up the process of rec- largest city, to be formally Commanded of Divisions 

onciling his forces with inducted into the armed 919 and 695 said thev were 
Phnom Penh. forces, guerrilla and armed bringing 250 and 300 euer 

The government is still forces officials said. riilas, respectively" and hnn 

negotiating a military merg- Mr. Ieng Sary, foreign dreds of dependants 
er with commanders loyal minister during the brutal Numbers from the final 
to Ieng Sary. with argu- 1975-1979 Khmer Rouge two divisions were 
ments focusing on military regime, broke with hardlin- immediately known 
and police posts for the dis- ers loyal to Pol Pot in General Keo Pon« W h 
sident guerrillas and gov- August and forged a cease- defected from the 'khme 0 
eminent access to areas fire with the government. Rouge earlier this vear savi 
under their control. Merger talks began after the reconciliation had’b^ 

“Now all the brothers and Ieng Sary received a royal peaceful. en 


sisters come to join the gov- 
ernment because they want 
to end the war and find 
peace for their families,” 
General Preap Tan. deputy 
commander of regional 
forces, told reporters. 

“This is another govern- 
ment success,” he added. 

The divisions were from 
areas close to Samlaut, a 
key Khmer Rouge base 80 
km southwest of Bartam- 
bang seized last week by- 
dissident forces loyal to 
Ieng Sary. 

Commanders of three of 
the divisions flew from the 
jungles Tuesday to Battam- 
bang, the country’s second 
laigest city, to be formally 
inducted into the armed 
forces, guerrilla and armed 
forces officials said. 

Mr. Ieng Sary, foreign 
minister during the brutal 
1975-1979 Khmer Rouge 
regime, broke with hardlin- 
ers loyal to Pol Pot in 
August and forged a cease- 
fire with the government. 

Merger talks began after 
lens Sary received a royal 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 9, 1996 




Indonesian 
gives birth to 

quintuplets 

JAKARTA (AFP). — ^ 
Indonesian woman ^ 
given birth to quintuplets - 
two boys and three girls, ^ 
a private hospital in West 
Java, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The babies, deliv- 
ered in an operation at 3 ] 
weeks gestation, weighs 
around 1,400 grammes (49 
ounces) and measured 37 
to 38.5 centimetres (14.S to 
15.4 inches). The seven 
doctors at the birth said the 
quintuplets were healthy, 
the Kompas newspaper 
said, adding that the birth 

at Boromeus Hospital in 
Bangdung was conducted 
under spinal anesthesia. 
Twenty-six-year-old Ellv- 
dawaty declined full anes- 
thesia saying she wanted to 
experience the birth, the 
daily quoted one of the 
doctors as saying. Tbe 
babies are currently in the 
hospital’s neo-natal intense 
sive erne unit. ** 

No toilet flushes 
tourists from 
Ireland's Blarney 

DUBLIN (R) — Blarney, 
home of the legendary 
stone which gives those 
who kiss it the power of 
eloquence, is demanding a 
public toilet. Local authori- 
ties say the lack of one is 
turning away tourists, the 
lifebood of the economy of 
the southern Irish village. 
Its long-serving public toi- 
let was removed by Cork 
County Council which felt 
it was an eyesore, and die 
local council says it needs a 
new one for the comfort of 
visitors and locals. Th4 
stone, which gives its name 
to Blarney, or the ability to 
talk a great deal without 
saying much, has itself 
been under attack recently. 
Local authorities say that 
youths fired with beer have 
been urinating on it and are 
taking steps to increase 
security at the site. 

Titanic to be 
resurrected as 
a musical 

NEW YORK (R) — Given 
the pecarious nature of : 
mounting a Broadway ; 
musical these days, it 
might be tempting fate to j 
announce a new sho^ j 
called Titanic. Yet veterans j 
from Broadway and | 
London’s West End are j 
already on board the pro- ' 
jeer due in tbe spring of ! 
1997, producers announced 
recently. Peter Stone, who 
was scored in the past with ! 
1776, Woman Of The Year I 
and The Will Rogers 
Follies — Tony winners all 
— will write the book 
while music and lyrics will 
come from Maury Yes ton 
of Nine and Grand Hotel 
fame. The heart of the 
show will revolve around 
six main characters includ- 
ing the owner of the 
'Titanic, the British liner 
that sank in 1912 after hit- 
ting an Icebeig in the North 
Atlantic killing more than 
1,500 people. 

Thirsty elephants 
wreck illegal , & - 
breweries 

CALCUTTA. India (R) - 
A herd of thirsty elephants 
in search of a drink des- 
troyed several illegal brew- 
eries southwest of Calcutta, 
Indian forest officials said 
Tuesday. The 45-strong 
herd charged out of 
hills in search of water but 
dropped into the illegal 
breweries instead, the offi- 
cials in India's West Ben- 
gal state said. “The ele- 
phants destroyed six illegnj 
breweries in two days, 
said Mahendra Pande, * 
district forest officer 
“They are notoriously 
famous for their fondness 
towards liquor and tufl 
great guzzlers." The inefe 
dent occurred over 
weekend in Midnapore du- 1 
trict 100 kilometres south- 1 
west of Calcutta. 1 


cials said. 

Hurricane warnings were 
in effect from Anclote Keys 

— just north of Tampa Bay 

— to Apalachicola, and 
tropical storm warnings 
were in effect as far south as 
Venice, forecasters said. 

Areas threatened by the 
storm include the populous 
Tampa Bay area, including 
St. Petersburg, where a 
debate between Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore and republican 
candidate Jack Kemp is 
scheduled for Wednesday. 

Meteorologists, however, 
found relief in observing 
Josephine moving inland at 
some 37 kilomters per 
hour. 

“That's good.” said wea- 
ther forecaster Steve Lyons 
of the National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami. “We want 
it to move quickly so it 
won’t drop a lot more rain.” 

“Josephine is going to 
stack up as tbe major weath- 
er event of the past three 
years,” said Tom Deegan, a 
television forecaster. 

“All of the rivers in the 
area ... are all going to be 
flooding.” 
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British soldiers help the injured at the Theipval British Army Headquarters Lisburn, following two bomb explo- 
^tor^ warn ** 1 S had been given before the blasts in which up to 20 people were injured (Reuter 


British Conservatives open 
key pre-election conference 


BOURNEMOUTH, England (R) — Bri- 
tain’s ruling Conservatives began a crucial 
pre-election conference Tuesday laggine in 
opinion polls, at loggerheads over" Europe 
and demoralised by allegations of political 
sleaze. 

Party Chairman Brian Muwhinney tried to 
boost confidence by declaring: 'This is a 
party that is on its way’ to winning the next 
election.” 

But as delegates filed into the conference 
centre in the resort of Bournemouth, the 
newspapers they carried were filled with 
gloom for the parry. 

And the conference was overshadowed by 
Monday's suspected Irish Republican car 
bomb attacks on Northern Ireland’s Army 
headquarters in which 31 people were in- 
jured. threatening the already fragile peace 
process in which Prime Minister John 
Major had invested so much political capi- 
tal. 

The Guardian newspaper carried a poll 
that put the Conservatives IS points behind 
the opposition Labour Party with at most 
eight months go to a general election. 

In the Times, John Redwood, the right- 
winger who last year challenged Major" for 
the party leadership, criticised Mr. Major's 
wait-and-see policy towards a planned sin- 
gle European currency. 

"If in a meeting there is a heated argument 
going on. you will not be heard if you occa- 
sionally murmur that you have not yet made 
up your mind,” he said. 

The article confirmed the gap between 
Mr. Redwood and Mr. Major, apparent 


Monday when Mr. Redwood seemed to hes- 
itate in a television interview about advis- 
ing electors to back the Conservatives at the 
election. 

”1 think you will have to ask me that near- 
er the time.” he said before adding when 
pressed: "Of course 1 will answer. Vote for 
the Conservative Party.” 

In all papers there was speculation that a 
"‘Euroscepiic’’ Conservative MP. James 
Cran. had stepped down as an aide to north- 
ern Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
because of disagreement with aspects of 
government policy. 

Mr. Mawhinney, speaking on BBC Tele- 
vision. said the government would not yield 
to pressure from Mr. Redwood and others to 
rule out British membership of the new sin- 
gle currency at least for the next parliament. 

“Government policy has been set out by 
the cabinet, by the prime minister, by a 
number of us time and time again. It is not 
going to change." he said. 

“It is not going to change because it is in 
the best national interest that we should 
make the decision on the single currency 
when all the information is available.” 

Mr. Mawhinney also said he bad spoken 
to Cran. who is abroad. “He wanted me to 
say on his behalf that he supports the gov- 
ernment and there is no disagreement on 
policy,” he said. 

Mr. Cran had left Mr. Mayhew because he 
needed to spend time getting to know the 
new constituency he will fight at the next 
election. Mr. Mawhinnev said. 


China accuses Japan of 
irresponsibility over islands 


BEIJING fRl — China 
Tuesday accused Japan of 
taking an irresponsible 
approach to a bitter sover- 
eignty dispute over a group 
of uninhabited East China 
Sea islands, saying Tokyo 
must take action to avoid 
further damaging ties. 

A festering row over the 
islands, known in China as 
the Diaoyus and in Japan as 
the Senkakus, has flared in 
recent months after Japa- 
nese rightwingers moved to 
buttress Tokyo's claim by 
building a lighthouse on 
one of the group. 

‘The Japanese govern- 
ment has taken very irre- 
sponsible actions, particu- 
larly by encouraging illegal 
landings on the Diaoyu is- 
lands by rightwing groups, 
hurting Sino-Japanese rela- 
tions." Chinese foreign mi- 
nistry spokesman Shen 
Guofang said. 

Tokyo should take action 
to prevent further damage 
to ties. Mr. Shen told a news 
briefing in Beijing. 

Tension over the poten- 
tially resource -rich islands 
soared Monday when Hong 
Kong and Taiwan activists 
pierced a Japanese cordon 
and planted Chinese and 
Taiwan flags on one of the 
islets, claimed bv Tokyo 
and by both Beijing and its 
arch-rival Taipei- 

The brief landings by a 
handful of the around 300 
Hone Kong and Taiwan 
protesters aboard a 50-boat 
flotilla were the first time 
activists had managed to 
break Japan's maritime 
blockade. 

An earlier attempt ended 
in failure when Hong Kong 
activist David Chan 
drowned after leaping into 
stormy waters to protest 
Tokyo’s control of the 


group. A Japanese coast- 
guard medical team failed 
to revive Chan but saved 
the life of a fellow protester. 

Japan has lamented what 
it calls the illegal landings 
and has not ruled out arrest- 
ing future landing parties. A 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said Tuesday that Tokyo 
had asked China and Tai- 
wan to prevent further at- 
tempts to land on the is- 
lands. 

Chinese spokesman Shen 
said Japan was responsible 
for the revival of the row 
over ownership of the is- 
lands. which Beijing says it 
has claimed for centuries. 

Tokyo's claim dates to 
1895 when it defeated 
imperial China in a war and 
seized control of a number 
of Chinese territories. 

""The Japanese govern- 
ment didn’t take any action 
to stop the damaging of 
Sino-Japanese ties by right- 
wing groups who offended 
against Chinese sovereign- 
ty. " Mr. Slien said. "This 
has aroused the strong 
anger of the Chinese peo- 
ple. 

"The will of the people 
cannot be bullied." he said. 

Gains by Japanese right- 
wing forces would force 
victims of past Japanese 
aggression in Asia to ques- 
tion the future role Tokyo 
would play in the region, he 
said. 

Outrage over the Japanese 
rightwingers’ construction 
of the makeshift lighthouse 
on the islands has united 
nationalist sentiment in 
China, political rival Tai- 
wan and the British colony 
of Hong Kong, which re- 
verts to Beijing rule next 
year. 

Mr. Shen’s accusations of 

Japanese irresponsibility 


represented some of Chi- 
na’s strongest diplomatic 
language yet in a dispute 
that both Beijing and Tokyo 
have sought to put behind 
them. . 

Analysts say China has 
been forced to walk a diplo- 
matic fine line between 
retaining its nationalist cre- 
dentials and damaging ties 
with a vital economic part- 
ner. 

Mr. Shen said China 
would strengthen security 
to protect its citizens after 
Beijing's de facto embassy 
in Hong Kong reported 
receiving a threatening let- 
ter from Japanese righ- 
wingers. 

"The Chinese side will 
lake action at home to 
strengthen our security.” he 
said, adding that he hoped 
other "relevant” countries 
would also protect Chinese 
citizens. 

Meanwhile. Japan, its for- 
eign policy on hold because 
of a looming general elec- 
tion. sought Tuesday to 
calm passions in the dispute 
over the islands. 

In a bid to cool tempers, 
Japan has asked China and 
Taiwan to prevent a recur- 
rence of Monday's ‘’illegal 
landings" on the disputed 
islands in the East China 
Sea. a Foreign Ministry 
official told Reuters 
Tuesday. 

The official declined to 
say what steps Japan would 
take if activists from 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
elsewhere tried again to 
enter what it said were 
Japan's territorial waters 
and set foot on the islands. 

“What we really want the 
countries concerned to do is 
to calm down," he said. 


Diana 
unfazed by 
video tapes of 
her cavorting 
with lover 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Princess of Wales made 
another dazzling public 
appearance Tuesday as 
controversy raged around 
the origins of a shock 
video purportedly showing 
her cavorting in her under- 
wear with former lover 
James Hewitt. 

Appearing at an AIDS 
benefit, the ex-wife of the 
Prince of Wales gave no 
recognition of the stir 
caused by the SO-second 
black and white video, shot 
through a window at high- 
grove. her former hus- 
band's country home in 
western England. 

But there were sinister 
suggestions about who 
shot the clandestine tape, 
and how it came into the 
hands of the tabloid news- 
paper, the Sun, which ran 
stills from it Tuesday and 
released it for television 
airing. 

One theory said it had 
been the work of rogue 
MI5 intelligence agents, or 
even a crack SAS army 
team, spying on Prince 
Diana in the final days of 
her marriage to Prince 
Charles, when she had a 
long affair with Hewitt. 

She acknowledged the 
affair in a television inter- 
view after Hewitt allowed 
details to be published in a 
best-selling book. 

The video — said by The 
Sun to have been stored in 
a bank vault in the United 
States — was offered to 
the paper during a clandes- 
tine meeting last Friday in 
west London, a spokesman 
for the mass-circulation 
tabloid said. 

A U.S. lawyer who 
reportedly handed over the 
video told The Sun he was 
acting on behalf of a group 
of soldiers or bodyguards 
led by a man known only 
as "the sergeant.” 

The lawyer claimed that 
the video would have been 
used against the princess if 
she bad “cut up rough” 
during her recent divorce 
negotiations with Prince 
Charles, the tabloid added. 

Princess Diana has 
claimed that in the final 
years of her marriage, her 
phone was tapped, listen- 
ing devices were installed 
in her private apartments 
and her mail was intercept- 
ed. 

Buckingham Palace 
Monday rejected sugges- 
tions that the film could 
have been used to black- 
mail Princess Diana. 

Tory MP Harry Green- 
way said he would call for 
an inquiry into the origins 
of the tape. 

"Without in any way 
judging the princess’ life, 
which is private, there 
ought to be an inquiry into 
how this happened and 
who authorised it,” said 
Mr. Green way. 

“If this had been the work 
of the paparazzi, then this 
video would not have been 
gathering dust for five years 
in some bank vault," he said. 
“That suggests something 
more sinister.” 


Irish nationalist faction claims 
Lisburn Army Base bombs 


DUBLIN (AFP) — A caller 
claiming to represent the 
Continuity Army Council 
(CAC), a nationalist break- 
away faction, claimed 
responsibility Tuesday for 
two car bombs that explod- 
ed on a British army base 
southwest of Belfast. 

However, the call to Irish 
broadcasting RTE in Dublin 
did not contain a recognised 
code word used to authenti- 
cate such claims, the station 
said. 

The two huge car bombs 
injured 31- people late 
Monday on the army base 
outside’ of Lisburn, 16 kilo- 
metres from Belfast. 

The CAC has been 
blamed for the only terrorist 
bombs in northern Ireland 
since both the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) and the 
loyalist paramilitaries dec- 
lared ceasefires in late 
1994. 

The first exploded at a 
hotel in Enniskillen in the 
southwest last July and the 
second was disarmed by 
police in Belfast last week. 

Security forces consider 
the CAC an armed wing of 


Republican Sinn Fein 
CRSFi, a small legitimate 
nationalist parly which 10 
years ago split from Sinn 
Fein, the political wing of 
the LRA. 

The CAC denies any 
“oiganic" link with the RSF, 
but supports certain of ihe 
RSF precepts, notably its 
denunciation of the IRA 
ceasefire declared more 
than two years ago, as well, 
as Sinn Fein's political 
strategy. 

The CAC considers 
armed struggle “the only 
possible path" to securing a 
British withdrawal from 
Northern Ireland and its 
unification with the Repub- 
lic of Ireland. 

Not much is known about 
the CAC. But experts in 
Northern Ireland seem sure 
of one thing: Although the 
group may have few mem- 
bers, it has the expertise to 
make powerful bombs. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams Tuesday said he was 
"shocked” at the terrorist 
bombing of the British base 
and expressed sympathy for 
the 31 injured by the two 


car bombs. 

The bombing was a "very 
serious development,” said 
Mr. Adams, but he added 
that Sinn Fein remained 
committed to the peace 
process. 

“If we don't fill the politi- 
cal vacuum with real talks 
then it is going to be filled 
by the type of incident 
which we saw yesterday 
and throughout the last two 
years.” 

He said Prime Minister 
John Major should "grasp 
the nettle," adding, ‘"politi- 
cians cannot sit on their 
hands and allow a vacuum 
to be filled by serious devel- 
opments.” 

"1 don’t know what is 
going to happen any more 
than you do," he replied 
when asked about further 
attacks. 

Meanwhile, military ex- 
perts sifted through the 
debris Tuesday to determine 
how suspected guerrillas 
planted two car bombs 
inside the base. 

Army sources said the 
bombs weighed between 
500 and 1.000 lbs (250 and 


500 kilogrammes) each and 
were planted so that the sec- 
ond exploded near a med- 
ical centre where victims of 
the first blast were being 
treated. 

Security sources said 12 
people were still being held 
in hospital overnight and 
several were in critical con- 
dition. 

Britain’s junior nonhem 
Ireland minister appealed to 
loyalist guerrillas, who 
want the province to stay 
British, not to break their 
own truce and go on a tii- 
for-lat cycle of revenge 
against the 40- per cent 
Catholic community from 
which Irish Republicans 
draw support. 

Protestant guerrillas have 
so far held their ceasefire, 
despite the IRA’s return to 
violence in February. The 
ceasefire was rewarded by 
the inclusion in peace talks 
of the loyalists’ political 
representatives, the 

Progressive Unionist Party 
and Ulster Democratic 
Party. 


Chernomyrdin says Chechenya must stay in Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin Tuesday ruled out 
granting full independence 
to breakaway Chechenya 
and said third parties should 
not interfere in the long- 
running conflict. 

However, he praised a 
peace deal clinched by 
security chief Alexander 
Lebed with Chechen sepa- 
ratists on Aug. 3 1 and yield- 
ed no ground to critics of 
the accord, who include 
many deputies and even the 
interior minister. 

"Russia's territorial 
integrity, its borders — 
including internal ones — 
the provisions of Russia’s 
constitution are not up for 
bargaining,” Mr. Cherno- 
myrdin told the Federation 
Council upper house of par- 


liament. "Chechenya is 
Russia’s internal affair. 
There should be no doubt 
about that.” 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said Gen. Lebed's accord, 
which ended 21 months of 
bloodshed, was not a proper 
legal document. 

“There have been no 
agreements on Chechenya. 
no one has signed any ag- 
reements. There has been a 
framework of political dec- 
larations," he said, indicat- 
ing that much work re- 
mained to be done. 

Under Gen. Lebed’s deal 
Russian troops started with- 
drawing from the region 
last month. A decision on 
whether Chechenya be- 
comes independent has 
been deferred for five years. 

Last week Interior Minis- 


ter Anatoly Kulikov drew 
loud applause in the State 
Duma (lower house of par- 
liament) when he described 
the peace deal as a humiliat- 
ing step towards the disinte- 
gration of Russia. 

On Monday Mr. Kulikov 
accused the Chechen sepa- 
ratists of violating the 
ceasefire and said the peace 
deal was undermining Rus- 
sia’s ability to restore order 
in the region. 

Asked about Mr. Kuli- 
kov's comments. Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin said: “Such state- 
ments lie on the conscience 
of ministers. What has been 
accomplished (in Chechen- 
ya) must be developed fur- 
ther.” 

“Efforts by Russian au- 
thorities, primarily Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and Secu- 


rity Council Secretary 
Alexander Lebed, who ac- 
ted on the president's 
orders, have brought fruit. 
The war has been stopped." 

Mr. Yeltsin, who is in hos- 
pital preparing for heart 
surgery in the next month or 
two. has already signalled 
his support for Gen. 
Lebed's peace deal. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
Moscow saw its main aim 
in Chechenya now as estab- 
lishing a basis for a peaceful 
settlement. 

He said Russia would 
focus on helping to set up a 
regional administration, 
demilitarising the region, 
rebuilding its social struc- 
tures and preparing for free 
and fair elections. 


Iceland readies for massive glacial floods 

SKAFTAFELL, Iceland <R) 

— .. Iceland was Tuesday 
preparing for massive 
flooding with scientists 
forecasting a gigantic lake 
of glacier water melted by 
an erupting volcano would 
burst within the next 48 
hours. 

Engineers were working 
around the clock in freezing 
temperatures to reinforce 
dykes and build slip chan- 
nels to steer the expected 
huge torrents of flood water 
away from the one ring road 
that winds around the North 
Atlantic Island. 

Scientists at the 
University of Iceland have 
been measuring constant, 
seismic tremors since the 
volcano started erupting 
under Eu-rope’s largest 
glacier, Vama-jokul, in the 
island's uninhabitated 
southeast over a week ago. 

But atrocious weather 
including snow blizzards 
and thick cloud cover have 
hampered aerial monitoring 
of the situation. 

“There is a steady ongo- 
ing tremor of similar magni- 
tude as the past few days," 

Bryndis Brandsdottir,’ a 
seismologist at Iceland 
University, told Reuters. 

"We can’t tell by the hour 
when it will flood but the 
glaciologists have said it 
should . come before the- 
middle of the week." 

The state emergency ser- 
vices declared the area in 
the island's southeast a dan- 
ger zone and extended a ban 
on a 25 kilometres crucial 
stretch of highway from 8 
pm to 8 am. 

"Those who travel do so at 
their own risk," an official 
of the state emergency ser- 
vices told Iceland’s national 
radio. 

The massive Grimsvom 
Lake is building up under 
the Vatnajokul Glacier, 
abour 400 kilometres east of 
the capita] of Reykjavik, 
which stretches over 8,300 
square kilometres. 

As the heat from the con- 
tinually rumbling volcano 
continues to melt the ice, 
scientists estimate die lake's 
water level is rising 10 
metres a day and it is only a 
matter of time before the 



A mechanical digger moves tonnes of rubble and boulders to reinforce tbe dykes 
along the river banks at the foot of the Vatnajokul Glacier in southeast Iceland. 
Authorities hope to direct flood waters away from Iceland’s main road and bridges 
system to limit damage from the expected torrent (Reuter photo) 


icecap gives way under 
pressure. 

Last Wednesday the vol- 
cano burst through the glac- 
ier, creating an ice fissure 
10 km long and spewing 
out as tower of gas and 
smoke up to six km high. 

No lives are at risk. 

The barren area is unin- 
habitated bar (he occasional 
flock of sheep. Its black, 
sandy soil is devoid of any 
trees. 

However Einer Hafli-Das- 
son. chief engineer for the 
Icelandic Public Roads 
Administration, said his 
engineers were racing to lay 
enough rocks to divert the 
flood waters when the glac- 


ier's cap finally cracks 
under the strain. 

He said up to 30 kin of 
Iceland’s national highway 
crossing the Skeidararsan- 
dur plain were under threat 
from the floods as was a 
904 metres long bridge, the 
only link at one section of 
the road. 

“To replace the bridge 
would cost about 500 mil- 
lion Icelandic crowns,” Mr, 
Haflidasson told Reuters. 

“To replace each kilome- 
tre of road and embankment 
would cost 10 million Ice- 
landic crowns per kilome- 
tre." 

Scientists estimate that the 


torrents could reach a maxi- 
mum speed of 25 metres a 
second once the lake finally 
bursts through the icecap. 

Magnus Tumi Gudmun- 
dsson, head c*f aerial moni- 
toring and geophysicist at 
the University of Iceland, 
agreed that flooding was 
imminent but was hesitant 
over exacily when. 

“I would expect it to hap- 
pen any moment now," 
Gudmundsson told Reuters. 
“But we haven't been able 
to make any precise mea- 
surement of the water level 
in the lake for two days so 
there” is uncertainty when 
the ice dam will be physi- 
cally lifted.” 


6 opinion ex Analysis 
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Warnings from logic 
and: mind 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan's warnings yester- 
day that the Middle East will have to face prospects 
of war if the peace process collapses should be taken 
not only seriously by the Israelis and the Arabs 
alike. The international community also has a duty, 
and a real interest, in heeding those warnings as 
they come from two statesmen who devoted a lot of 
time and energy to the cause of peace and who 
remain most committed to that cause. 

If last week’s violence has convinced Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to start negotiating 
with the Palestinians on the final status of the 
Palestinian territories then all. the bloody clashes 
that occurred between Israelis and Palestinians 
were not in vain. 

To his credit, Netanyahu took all sides by surprise 
when he announced on Monday that his government 
was now ready for dealing with the final stage of 
negotiations with the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) as soon as the controversy over Israeli rede- 
ployment in Hebron was resolved to the satisfaction 
of both sides. But where comfort taken from his lat- 
est move ends is when he seems to dictate well in 
advance the shape and form of the Palestinian “sov- 
ereignty" over their territories. 

The prime minister’s novel formula rests on the 
worn out cliche of affording the Palestinians maxi- 
mum freedom and the Israelis optimum security all 
at the same time and without spelling out how these 
two objectives can be justly and fairly reconciled 
with each other. What the Likud-led government 
appears to be suggesting is that the PNA may enjoy 
a semblance of statehood but short of full sover- 
eignty to qualify as, for example, membership in the 
U.N. It is one thing to insist on a demilitarised 
Palestinian state and quite another to rob it of all 
attributes of statehood in matters that count most 
like recognition as an independent state. 

International law and international norms recog- 
nise two forms of statehood: one that is independent 
and free and another which is under the trusteeship 
of another. There were in the past states which were 
colonised by powerful countries and referred to 
under international law as colonies. But the era of 
colonialism, we thought, ended a long time ago to 
the extent that the U.N. Trusteeship Council is now 
defunct and non-ope rational after all previously 
colonised peoples won their Independence. If Israel 
now seeks to rehabilitate a bygone era by creating a 
vassal state for the Palestinian people, then it is In 
effect taking a backward step which is out of tune 
with contemporary norms. 

The resolution of the final status of the Palestinian 
territories therefore is the core problem facing not 
only Israel and the PNA but also the entire comity of 
nations which we are sure is not about to breathe 
new life into political relics that belong to the past 
By shedding new and contemporary light on the 
future of the Palestinian areas as of now would lend 
a great deal of support to the ongoing searches for 
solutions to the current knotty issues such as 
Hebron and the fate of East Jerusalem including the 
holy shrines in it The closer the parties to that 
stage of peace talks, the easier it would be to settle 
intermediate controversies and disputes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Ra’i said Monday that the Arab 
states should follow Jordan’s example of lending full 
support to the Palestinian leadership in its current 
endeavours to guarantee the implementation of the 
Oslo accords. Sultan Al Hattab cited King Hussein's 
message to the Israeli prime minister in which he 
stressed Jordan's stand vis-a-vis the peace process, and 
proposed ideas for ending the deadlock as an example 
of Arab action. Nothing can create apprehension in the 
heart of the Israelis like a united Arab front, and noth- 
ing can deter the Israeli government from committing 
further atrocities and carrying illegal measures like a 
mobilisation of all Arab potentials in the face of 
aggression, said the writer. He said that though the 
Arabs are following with deep concern the resumption 
of the Palestinian-Israeli talks at the Erez crossing.- 
there is no doubt that it would take a very strong, unit- 
ed Arab front to persuade the Likud-led government of 
Israel to refrain from further acts that would obstruct 
progress in the negotiations. The writer said as the 
Arabs watch their Palestinian brothers continually fac- 
ing the Israeli tanks, the Israeli repressive measures 
and the Israeli defiance of the world community, they 
are waiting to see if the U.S. -sponsored peace talks 
will yield any fruitful results. 


Washington Watch 


Bv Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. administration is ‘serious’ 
about peace process 


ON OCTOBER 3, 1996. 
thirty Arab American lead- 
ers received an exclusive 
in-depth briefing from 
National Security Advisor 
to President Bill Clinton 
Anthony Lake. The forty 
minute conference call 
briefing was organised by 
the White House and 
included Arab American 
community representatives 
from across the U.S. 

Mr. Lake sought to ease 
community concern and 
disappointment with the 
inconclusive summit in 
Washington by providing 
an assessment of what, 
from the administration's 
view, was accomplished in 
the two-day meeting. 

Mr. Lake began with an 
overview, noting that 
before the summit Israelis 
and Palestinians were not 
engaging in meaningful 
negotiations. The recent 
violence, he said, was a 
serious development, not 
only for its tragic impact on 
the two peoples but 
because of the danger that 
it posed to the overall peace 
process and to the broader 
region. 

The limited objectives of 
the summit were to stop the 
killin g and to move the 
Israelis and Palestinians 
back to negotiations. He 
noted that not only would 
substantive negotiations . 
now begin, but that after 
two days of personal rap- 
port. the administration 
now feels that Mr. 
Netanyahu is approaching 
Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat 
with respect While the 


Israeli prime minister had 
committed himself to 
resolving the issue of rede- 
ployment from Hebron, Mr. 
Lake said. These are 
words; the challenge now is 
turn those words into reali- 
ty-" 

Responding to a question 
about the asymmetry of 
power that mars the lsraeli- 
Palestinian negotiations, 
Mr. Lake acknowledged 
this as a U.S. concern. That 
is why, he noted, U.S. 
Ambassador Dennis Ross 
is going to the talks at Erez. 
“Ross is going," Mr. Lake 
said, “to level the playing 
field to ensure that Arafat 
will be treated with 
respect.’’ “Arafat goes back 
to Gaza," he continued, 
“with the U.S. at the nego- 
tiating table." In that way, 
he added, the U.S. feels 
that it is moving the 
Palestinian agenda forward 
by getting rants moving on 
critical issues with direct 
U.S. participation. 

Mr. Lake also comment- 
ed on the dire economic 
conditions facing the 
Palestinians, noting that, “if 
Palestinians don’t experi- 
ence the benefits of peace, 
the Palestinian Authority 
will be weakened, extrem- 
ists will win and everyone 
will lose.” 

Arab Americans have 
repeatedly pressed the 
a dminis tration on the eco- 
nomic difficulties facing 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
Mr. Lake acknowledged 
this and encouraged us to 
continue to press these 
issues. He announced that 
just that morning the presi- 


dent bad signed legislation 
which extended free trade 
status to the West Bank and 
Gaza. The White House 
release on this legislation 
notes that this agreement 
“will expand duty free 
treatment of products 
imported from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
help spur economic devel- 
opment throughout the 
region. 

This new trade initiative 
reflects the continuing 
commitment of the United 
States to help open new 
economic opportunities for 
the Palestinian people... 

The proposal grants prod- 
ucts of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip special trade 
status, identical to those 
accorded products of Israel 
under the Israel-U.S. free 
trade agreement. Such a 
special trade status will 
provide... and lure 
increased foreign invest- 
ment to the West Bank and 
Gaza.” 

Mr. Lake was critical of 
those who have stated that 
the Israeli prime mini ster 
goes home a victor. “This is 
incorrect,'’ he said, “and 
Likud’s celebrations were 
not helpful." 

When asked if the presi- 
dent had put pressure on 
Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Lake 
indicated that he wanted to 
"use diplomatic language 
and said: “The president 
was very clear with Mr. 
Netanyahu about potential 
losses" if the peace process 
was endangered. All parties 
have to work hard, he said, 
to beat the ticking clock, 
before “the bomb goes off.” 


The U.S., he indicated, 
knows “how volatile and 
dangerous the current situa- 
tion is and views this crisis 
with great seriousness." 

Mr, Lake noted that in his 
conversations with Jewish 
Americans he was 
impressed that a number of 
the Jewish leaders were 
dismayed that the summit 
was being portrayed as an 
Israeli victory and a 
Palestinian loss. “They 
know," he stated, "that the 
fates of both peoples are 
intertwined; if one side 
fails, both lose.” 

Mr. Lake concluded by 
praising Mr. Arafat, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and King 
Hussein for their participa- 
tion and leadership during 
the two-day meeting. He 
also praised the personal 
efforts exerted by Saudi 
Arabian ambassador. 
Prince Bandar Ben Sultan 
Ben Abdul Aziz, and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and their assis- 
tance in working by phone 
to support the works of the 
summit. 

Those of us who have 
been active in Washington 
for two decades were 
impressed with this out- 
reach effort by the adminis- 
tration. Once again they 
displayed their resolve to 
maintain an ongoing and 
respectful dialogue with 
Arab Americans. 

By recognising the asym- 
metry of power between 
Israelis and Palestinians 
and by takin g steps to 
“level the playing field" the 
administration takes a step 


forward in addressing a 
deeply held Arab and Arab 
American concern. 

The passage of the Free 
Trade Act and the National 
Security advisor's invita- 
tion to meet in the next two 
weeks to explore ways to 
make this arrangement 
work for Palestinians is an 
additional sign of the seri- 
ousness with which the 
administration is viewing 
both the economic crisis in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
and the role that Arab 
Americans can play in pro- 
viding creative solutions. 

Mr. Lake was serious and 
impressive in his outreach 
effort to Arab Americans. 
The crisis is not over, much 
work remains to be done. 
But it is clear that the 
administration is aware of 
the gravity of the situation, 
both in its human dimen- 
sion and its broader politi- 
cal implications. 

If the foundation of 
Israeli-Palestinian peace is 
not secured, if Palestinians 
do not experience directly 
and quickly the benefits of 
peace, the process may col- 
lapse. The dangers such a 
collapse poses to the broad- 
er region are all too clear. 
That is why the president 
took the bold, but risky 
move to convene a summit 
in Washington. And that is 
why the administration is 
reaching out to both Arab 
Americans and Jewish 
Americans — to assist 
them in saving this process 
and to secure their support 
for the difficult work 
ahead. 


Taleban — ‘backward, 
intolerant, even anti-Tslamic 


By G.H. Jansen 

AS THE new masters of 
Afghanistan, the TaJeban, 
settle into power tightening 
their grip on government 
and the local population, it 
has become increasingly 
clear that the movement is 
not the one thing it is sup- 
posed to be. The Taleban is 
not Islamic and is not only 
non-Islamic but can actual- 
ly behave in anti-Islaraic 
fashion; its beliefs and doc- 
trines have little, if any- 
thing. in common with the 
Koran and the teachings of 
the Prophet Mohammad.' 

There are. in particular, 
two aspects of Koranic 
Islam that Taleban’s ver- 
sion of Islam contradicts 
and violates. For Taleban, 
which means "student of 
religion.” Islam emerges 
from the barrel of a gun. 
that is, is based on force 
and compulsion. This is in 
flat contradiction of one of 
the finest and most uncom- 
promising verses of the 
Koran (Surah II, verse 
256); “There is no compul- 
sion in religion,” is violated 
by the Taleban practice of 
pushing . people into 
mosques to oblige them to 
pray the stipulated five 
daily prayers. 

There is also the saying of 
the Prophet that while there 
is special merit in going to 
a mosque to offer prayers, 
there is also merit in pray- 
ing in the privacy of one’s 
own room, provided the 


prayer is said with concen- 
tration ■ and sincerity. In 
other words, it is not the 
outward manifestation that 
matters but the inner spirit. 

Indeed, it is that very con- 
tradiction between outward 
show and the inner spirit 
that marks all the “Islamic” 
practices the Taleban is try- 
ing to impose on the 
Afghan people through 
physical compulsion. Thus, 
it has been decreed that all 
men should wear turbans, 
and in particular black tur- 
bans. Also that men should 
grow beards. This is one 
more example of the 
strange equation of hairi- 
ness with holiness which is 
also to be found in other 
faiths like Christianity and 
Judaism and. sometimes, 
even. Hinduism. The rea- 
son for growing beards in 
Christianity is the assump- 
tion that the founder or 
founders of the faith — 
Jesus Christ and the 
prophets — grew beards 
though there is no factual 
evidence to prove this point 
beyond the fact that por- 
traits of Jesus traditionally 
depict him with a straggly 
beard, which is, of course, 
blonde in colour. The 
Prophet Mohammad is also 
known to have worn a 
beard. 

The fact that beards are 
not very widely grown by 
holy men in other world 
faiths — Hinduism or 
Buddhism — is, surely, 
simply due to the fact that 


men in south and south-east 
Asia do not grow beards all 
that easily. This should 
deprive this hirsute adorn- 
ment of any religious or 
spiritual significance. 

Another example of 
Taleban’s exercise of com- 
pulsion is its attitude 
towards women. In public, 
says Taleban, all women 
must cover themselves 
from head to foot by wear- 
ing a burka or chadour. 
This has become such a 
common practice in 
Muslim countries that it is 
surprising to register the 
fact that in the Koran itself 
there is only a single verse 
regulating the dress of 
Muslim women (Surah 
XXIV Verse 31) which 
merely says to women to 
“draw their veils over the 
bosoms" and "lower their 
gaze and be modest.” A far 
cry indeed from the stifling 
and even unhygienic bour- 
ka. 

This covering-up regula- 
tion is just one among sev- 
eral ami-female measures 
that the Taleban is trying to 
impose on the unfortunate 
women of Afghanistan; 
women should appear in 
public as little as possible, 
they should not work out- 
side the family home and 
they are not to be educated 
because that opens them to 
all sorts of dangers. There 
are no injunctions in the 
Koran laying down rules of 
conduct for women in the 
family and in society. 


But the prohibitions of 
Taleban are certainly con- 
trary to the practice of the 
Prophet. The two most 
important women in the 
Prophet's life were both 
what would now be called 
“liberated" because they 
functioned publicly. 

Khadija, his first wife, was 
a businesswoman who 
employed the Prophet in 
her trading firm. She was 
his first disciple and greatly 
supported him in his trou- 
bles with the antagonistic 
people of Mecca. Aysha, 
his second wife, who he 
married after the death of 
Khadija. was even more 
liberated for she led the 
Muslim army into battle 
and became the source of 
several of the “Hadiths,” or 
"Traditions" of the Prophet 
He died in her arras in a 
room in her house in 
Medina over which was 
built what is now known as 
the “Prophet’s Mosque” 

It is ironic that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran should be 
critical of the Taleban 
which it charges, and accu- 
rately, of doing a disservice 
to Islam while the U.S. 
seems to favour the 
Taleban. In both these cases 
the reason is the same: 
Taleban is strongly Sunni 
and therefore opposed to 
the Shiites — now ruling 
Iran — which for the U.S. 
is the greater danger. 

Taleban exposes its Sunni 
fanaticism by imposing the 
canonical, or Sharia law. 


punishments — stoning, 
amputations and behead- 
ings — which the rest of 
the world now condemns as 
archaic and cruel. and even 
unjust 

That the seemingly 
devout members of the 
Taleban should not know 
the teachings of the Koran 
on religious compulsion 
and the rights of women, 
who axe half the popula- 
tion, is not surprising for in 
Muslim communities in 
several countries, including 
India, are to be found 
youngsters who can recite 
the word of the Koran by 
heart while not knowing a 
word of Arabic and there- 
fore not understanding 
what the Holy Book says. 

The Afghans seem to 
have a penchant for rulers 
who are ignorant and bru- 
tal; in the 1920s. in an ear- 
lier period of turmoil, the 
master of Afghanistan for a 
short time was a certain 
Bacha Saqow, who like 
Kipling’s “Ganga Din” was 
bhisti — a water carrier. At 
the moment Pakistan, 
where the Taleban originat- 
ed, is quietly pleased that 
its "boys” are in control of 
neighbouring Afghanistan. 
But like the U.S. with the 
Afghan Mujahedeen earlier 
on, the Pakistanis will yet 
live to rue the day they built 
ujya force which is not only 
backward and intolerant 
but actually even anti- 
IslamJc. 


Fair quotas? 

To the Editor: 

jl COULD not resist point- 
ing out the irony created by 
the juxtaposition of two 
news stories on page 3: 

Introduction of women's 
quota: the yeas and nays" 
and “Student wins lawsuit 
against university". (Jordan 
Times. October 6. 1996). 

The first article airs views 
(mostly negative) about 
introducing a quota for 
women to be represented in 
'Parliament through the new 
election law. Several leaders 


interviewed expressed con- 
cern that this would be “dis- 
criminatory’’ and not truly 
“democratic." 

The second article reports 
that a female student suc- 
cessfully sued one of 
Jordan's state universities 
for not admitting her to the 
faculty of her choice, to 
which she earned entrance 
by gaining a 96.6 marie in 
her tawjihi exam. (Four 
other students with lower 
scores had been admitted to 
the same faculty). 

Although -ft was not men- 
tioned if these other stu- 
dents were male or female, 
it is well-known that the 


public universities routinely 
limit the admission of 
female students to certain 
popular fields of study, such 
as pharmacy, dentistry and 
education. In fact, a “quota 
system" is in place whereby 
the admissions committee 
does not permit women to 
make up more than 50 per 
cent of the total student 
enrollments in these fields, 
even though more may have 
succeeded in earning the 
competitive tawjihi scores 
to enter. 

It was heartening to read that 


at least one young women had 
the courage to go to court — 
and succeeded in taking bock 
her rightful place. 

It seems that much more 
open, public debate is needed 
to achieve consensus and con- 
sistency on whether “women’s 
quotas" are acceptable or not. 
Unfortunately, it appears that 
the current standard applied is: 


if quotas give women access to 
knowledge and power, they are 
“unfair,” but if they help to 
exclude women, quotas are 
tool for achieving “social bal- 
ance and fairness" — other- 
wise known as “the status 
quo.” 

Kathy Sullivan. 
Amman. 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle . 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con- 
tain the writer's fall name and preferably address as well. 
Names can be withheld only upon request and under spe- 
cial circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The 
newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
numuscripts. 


Remember... 
Better still, 
don’t! 

By AH Kassay 

Among the greatest plea- 
sures in life are those 
moments when one 
catches up with dear 
friends from whom one is 
forcibly separated by the 
burdens of day to day life. 
This happened when I 
commented on Jordan 
Television’s coverage of 
the Olympic games, 
whereupon I had the plea- 
sure of reading the witty 
and amusing response of 
my good friend Nasser 
Joudeh. Therefore, it is 
with an added sense of 
anticipation that I write . 
these reflections on JTV’s | 
concept of appropriate 
information, entertain- 
ment and education for its 
viewers. 

Normally, when one 
contemplates an evening 
before television, one 
starts by scaning the 
papers for the day’s offer- 
ing to pick a programme 
which one wants to see. 
This exercise is futile in 
Jordan since the great 
sense of adventure, 
inventiveness and the 
pioneering spirit that 
spurs the brave-hearted 
among us to improvise 
and explore new hori- 
zons, prompt programme 
planners to present us 
with a bill of fare that sel- 
dom, if ever, bears any 
relationship to that fore- 
cast in the papers. So. in j 
Amman a keen watcher 
of television has to take 
pot luck. 

Although I cannot claim 
to be an avid gazer at the 
box, there still comes a 
moment now and then 
when I decide to have a 
quiet evening, vegetating 
on the sofa with a cup of 
tea, a piece of reading 
material that does not 
make heavy demands on 
the cerebellum, and with 
television switched on in 
the hope of something 
entertaining. 

Such a moment came 
last week, and it hap- 
pened to coincide with 
the International Day of 
the Elderly. 

So, what did JTV have 
for the delectation of our § 
senior citizens ? Was it a 
programme on Jordan’s 
work on behalf of the 
elderly? That would have 
been mercifully short, 
since our noble traditions 
and solid family bonds 
ensure that people in their 
advanced years are cared 
for by their progenies. 

Was it a programme on- 
the work done for the 
elderly in other countries 
where the state has to ' 
compensate for the duties 
no longer performed by 
one’s offspring? No. The 
high-point of the evening 
was a documentary on 
Alzheimer's disease. 

That was really a some- 
what ghoulish choice. 
Imagine yourself as an 
elderly person. You are 
already sick to death 
because of your physical- 
ly enfeebled state — you 
need a walking cane or 
frame for support when ^ 
you walk or stand, yon'* 
need the assistance of a 
younger person to dis- 
place an object the like 
of which you used to jug- ■ 
gle nonchalantly not so 
long ago. Above all, you 
are worried nearly to 
death because your con- 
centration span is begin- 
ning to drop, and your 
memory is not as sharp as 
it used to be. So here 
conies a progr amm e, that 
tells you: “Hey. you 

think this is bad, now see 
how much worse it can 
get." 

If this is our sense of the 
appropriate, then perhaps 
w’e shall celebrate Civil 
Aviation Day by replac- 
ing in-flight movies on RJ 
aeroplanes with docu- 
mentaries on great avia- 
tion disasters. Above all, 

I shall beg all my friends £•. 
not to celebrate my birth- 
day. 
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Cola kings work up a thirst on giant battleground 
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By Fons Tulnstra 

SHANGHAI — Coke and 
Pepsi's global cola war — 
promoted by a combined 
marketing expenditure of 
almost $3 billion a year — 
has reached the streets of 
Shanghai. 

The United States-based 
transnational manufactur- 
ers of the soft drinks, 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi 
Cola, are squaring up in a 
battle for one of the last 
untapped markets — 
China’s J.2 billion popu- 
lation — and this vast port 
city is the testing ground. 

On television, advertise- 
ments for the two rivals 
follow each other every 
hour. Billboards for the 
competing cola companies 
overshadow main shop- 
ping streets. In the back- 
streets. many little shops 
have Coke or Pepsi vend- 
ing machines, sometimes 
no more than 50 metres 
apart. 

Shanghai is one of the 
few places in China where 
both brands are easily 
available and consumers 
have a choice. Although 
Coke is still market leader 
among foreign colas, 
Pepsi is said by traders to 
be making big inroads into 
the market- 

“Shanghai is a very 
important market,” says 
Mark. Ohlson, Coke's gen- 
eral manager in die city 
who is responsible for east 
China operations. “Iris the 
leading edge of China.” 

Fighting for market 
share, winning over con- 
sumers and encouraging 
brand loyalty are still fair- 
ly new concepts in China. 

The largest indigenous 
soft-drink producer, Jian- 
libao. outsells its foreign 
rivals, providing its prod- 
ucts more cheaply than the 
three yuan per can price of 


the Western colas. 

However, many people 
in Shanghai — where the 
average monthly house- 
hold income is about 
1.100 yuan — seem will- 
ing to pay the extra to 
enjoy the glamour of a 
Western drink. Perhaps 
they are lured by advertis- 
ing, which links the drink- 
ing of gassy sweetened 
water with a “modern” 
lifestyle. 

So far, companies such 
as Jianlibao have not 
needed to wade into the 
advertising war. In most of 
China, soft-drink supplies 
fall short of demand, so 
the manufacturers can still 
sell as much as they pro- 
duce. 

But once supplies catch 
up to demand, local manu- 
facturers will have to fight 
harder. By the end of 
1997. Coca-Cola will 
have 23 plants — 16 are in 
operation now. seven 
under construction — and 
Pepsi will have 17 in the 
whole of China. 

“Then we can supply 
900,000 out of the 1.2 bil- 
lion Chinese,” says Parker 
Robinson, a Coke official. 

So far. most sales are 
concentrated in eastern 
China — colas are 
unavailable in the west, 
where average incomes 
are much lower. 

Coca-Cola’s lead in the 
race is partly a reflection 
of its early start. Days 
after the country’s ailing 
elder statesman, Deng 
Xiaoping, announced 
China's economic liberali- 
sation in 1979. Coke came 
knocking on the door. 
Now it claims a market 
share of 23 per cent — 
“nearly three times its 
nearest international com- 
petitor.” 

Sales of the company's 
products, which include 


Sprite and Fanta, rose 38 
per cent last year. Pepsi 
declined to give figures or 
to comment, but some 
shop owners say the brand 
is starting to outsell its big 
rival. 

Two years ago, almost 
all soft-drink vending 
machines in Shanghai sold 
Coca-Cola. Now. almost 
half . sell Pepsi, whose 
recent TV advertisements 
are said by many traders 
to be better than Coke's. 

Both companies have 
also sought to win cus- 
tomers by running lucky- 
draw contests. 

“The lotteries from 
Coca-Cola were hopeless- 
ly complicated,” com- 
plains a Coca-Cola ven- 
dor. “First, you had to 
send in parts of labels by 
mail and then you could 
win something. Pepsi 
announced winning num- 
bers in the local papers, so 
you had a direct result." 

The cola companies 
have also fought it out 
among the vendors, trying 
to win them over or to 
keep them loyal. 

“Ah, you must be from 
the Pepsi Cola company." 
says a woman behind a 
Coca-Cola counter in a lit- 
tle shop in Huashan Road. 
“Many people from both 
Coke and Pepsi come*here 
and talk to us,” she says. 

Few see a discernible 
difference between the 
two brands. “We get the 
same deal from both — 
our vending machine 
free," says a Coke dealer. 
“So I stay with Coca-Cola 
because I have a good 
relationship with them.” 

A Pepsi vendor vows her 
loyalty to Pepsi. “Two 
years ago, it was hard to 
get these soft-drink 
machines,” she says. “I 
called Coca-Cola, but they 
said they had no machines 


* 


any more. Then I called 
Pepsi, and they gave me 
this one 1 . Now I will stay 
with Pepsi.” 


Coke manager Ohlson 
takes Pepsi's push in his 
stride. He describes his 
rival's gains as “the nor- 


mal ebb and flow in busi- changes in the long run.” new 

ness. It is a tactical push Both firm's agreements ated. 

from the competitor, but with the Chinese govern- 
we don’t expect real ment expire in 1997, and 


new deals with be negoti- 


Gemuii News Service 


U.S. government retreats on disputed patent for tribesman’s blood 


By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK —The U.S. 
government has quietly 
offered to abandon its 
rights to a microscopic bit 
of blood that stirred up a 
transoceanic storm of con- 
troversy. a decision critics 
welcome as a step back 
from the aggressive patent- 
ing of life forms. 

The white blood cells, 
infected with a rare virus, 
were drawn from a mem- 
ber of a primitive Papua 
New Guinea tribe and 
were thought to have com- 
mercial possibilities — for 
vaccine development or 
other uses. 

After the U.S. National 


Institutes of Health (NIH) 
obtained a patemTast year 
on the ‘’cell line,” or cul- 
ture, Third World activists 
denounced it as ''genetic 
colonialism.” The Papua 
New Guinea government 
questioned whether the 
claim violated that western 
Pacific nation's sovereign- 
ty. 

Now the NIH is offering 
to transfer the patent rights 
to a trust benefiting the 
remote tribe, the Hagahai, 
said sources involved in 
the discussions, some of 
whom spoke on condition 
their names not be 
divulged. 

But biotechnology com- 
panies have shown no 
interest in the cell line. 


And as its commercial 

P ' otential fades, so does 
apua New Guinea’s inter- 
est 

Carol Jenkins, a medical 
anthropologist in Papua 
New Guinea who champi- 
oned Hagahai rights in the 
dispute, has now recom- 
mended against the trans- 
fer, citing the legal 
expense and $6,000 in fees 
the U.S. Patent and Trade- 
mark Office asks to main- 
tain the patent, said her 
legal adviser, Henry 
Greely. 

‘’Dr. Jenkins decided it 
wasn’t worth the time and 
effort” said the Stanford 
University law professor. 
As a result the NIH is 
expected to abandon the 


patent 

Although the cell line 
may be reaching a srientif- :• 
ic dead end, the Canada- 
based activists who led the 
anti-NIH criticism hailed 
the retreat on the patent as 
a victory against unfair 
exploitation of poor coun- 
tries' genetic resources. 

"It will be significant to 
indigenous people in par- 
ticular,” said Jean Christie 
of the Rural Advancement 
Foundation International. 
"It signals that it is begin- 
ning to filter through to 
people in patent offices 
that these issues are seri- 
ous and are not going 
away.” 

The NIH has also decid- 
ed, meanwhile, to discour- 


age future government 
patents on cell linesr. < 
"We were blindly 
patenting things that were 
patentable," said a well- 
placed source at NIH head- 
quarters in Bethesda, 
Maryland. "The PNG cell 
line certainly fell within 
that’ category.” 

This source said the poli- 
cy change resulted from a 
broad review of wasteful 
patent practices, not from 
the Papua New Guinea 
controversy. 

But Ms. Christie saw the 
timing as significant. "It 
means they’re taking seri- 
ously the criticism about 
patenting human cell lines, 
even if they don’t admit 
it,” she said. 


It is the latest NIH 
retrenchment in the con- 
tentious area of patenting 
life forms. Previously the 
government Medical 
Research Agency had 
ended its practice of seek- 
ing blanket patents on 
human DNA fragments 
even before their functions 
were determined. 

Religious leaders in the 
United States and Western 
European politicians are 
among those proposing 
moratoriums on the patent- 
ing of genes and other life 
forms, saying life is not a 
product of human inven- 
tion. 

But the biotechnology 
industry says patents, 
which protect future 


returns on costly invest- 
ments, are a necessary sup- 
port for human genetic 
research. 

The 300 or so Hagahai, 
long hidden in the New 
Guinea forests, first made 
contact with the outside 
world in 1983, after which 
Ms. Jenkins, an American 
working for a Papua New 
Guinea government insti- 
tute. began working with 
them. 

In the late 1980s, she and 
NIH researchers sampled 
Hagahai blood as part of 
an NIH programme to test 
remote populations for 
virus variants. Hagahai 
were found to carry a 
human T-cell leukaemia 
virus but not develop the 


disease. 

Intrigued by an apparent- 
ly benign variant that 
might help them better 
understand its deadlier rel- 
atives, U.S. scientists in 
1991 applied for a patent 
on a cell line developed 
from a tribesman’s blood. 

It meant that for 1 7 years 
the U.S. government — or 
a company that bought 
rights to the patent — 
would have sole right to 
use that individual’s virus- 
infected cells for commer- 
cial purposes. 

Ms. Jenkins also retained 
rights as an "inventor” of 
die cell line, but she had 
said she would devote any 
eventual royalties to bene- 
fiting the Hagahai. 


Israel has to fulfill its commitments’ Failure of P eace P rocess s P eUs disaster for a11 ’ Erbakan 


(Continued from page 1) 

mg with them in any way 
because they lay the ground 
for our future here. If in the 
future we do not recognise 
what our predecessors have 
achieved where will this 
leave us? This will definite- 
ly rekindle the suspicions 
and the apprehensions that 
we have already put behind 
us,” the King said. 

Asked whether he was 
personally convinced of 
^ Mr. Netanyahu’s sincerity. 
■ the King said: 

“1 had great hopes in the 
past. But now I can only 
say that the Israeli elections 
were an internal Israeli 
affair. The Israeli people 
elected a prime minister but 
did not vote against peace. 
The majority of the Israelis 
belong to the peace camp 
and this was clear when the 


Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
was endorsed in the Knes- 
set. It was not endorsed by 
the Labour Party alone but 
by all parties 
‘Therefore it is neces- 
sary now to appeal to all 
who belong to the peace 
camp in Israel and the U.S. 
and everywhere to 
defend peace. We are in 
need of their help now 
more than any time in the 
past.” Asked how he saw 
the situation in the Arab 
World after the Washington 
summit, the King said: 
“Fury bordering on 
despair. We are sliding 
towards an extremely psy- 
chological stage where peo- 
ple feel the loss of hope. 
For this reason we should 
do all that in our power and 
as fast as we could to 
address the situation. We 
have torn down the wall on 


both sides and the people 
on both sides realised that 
they have common aspira- 
tions. We have seen chil- 
dren from' both sides meet- 
ing together. We have seen 
so much achieved even 
between Syria and Israel. I 
have laid the ground-work 
for peace through strenuous 
diplomatic efforts over the 
past four years. The ques- 
tion now is what should we 
do? Can we turn the hands 
of the clock back? Does 
Israel want to return to the 
‘siege mentality’ and 
assume the image of arro- 
gance and power? I have 
had the chance of knowing 
the Israelis, and I am really 
concerned about them.” 

On Jordan and democra- 
cy, the King said: 

“We have a democracy 
and in a democracy there is 
a minority opposed to 


peace. What I am saying 
today expresses my peo- 
ple's feelings but the people 
will be making their own 
conclusions should the pre- 
sent state of affairs per- 
sist ” 

On Iraq, the King said 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s grip on power was 
now stronger than before. 
“But I will continue to 
separate my feelings and 
those of ray government 
towards Saddam on the one 
hand and my feelings 
towards the Iraqi people on 
the other,” the King said. 
“We want to see Iraq united 
and living in democracy I 
hope that it will not be long 
before the nightmare ends 
so that the Iraqis can have 
a dialogue to decide on 
their own future and their 
relations with the world at 
large.” 


Palestinians reject Israeli bid 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian security patrols 
in Hebron be increased, and 
that international observers 
also be deployed in the city. 
Israel rejected the offer, say- 
ing only the Israeli army 
could protect the settlers. 

Israel’s chief negotiator, 
^ Dan Shomron. gave a differ- 
ent spin to the negotiations, 
saying the Palestinians 
showed understanding for 


Israeli security needs. 
"Therefore I can say there 
was some progress," the 
Yediot Ahronot daily quoted 
Mr. Shomron as saying. 
Mr. Netanyahu, meanwhile, 
proposed in his speech to 
parliament on Monday that 
the two sides begin negotia- 
tions on a final peace agree- 
ment immediately after the 
dispute over Hebron has 
been settled. A first round of 
talks on the final agreement 


had been held before Israel’s 
may elections in which Mr. 
Netanyahu defeated Shimon 
Peres, architect of the peace 
agreements with the Pales- 
tinians. The Palestinians 
are likely to reject Mr. 
Netanyahu's latest proposal 
which implies that Israel 
would not cany out a com- 
mitment made under the 
interim accords — a further 
troop pullback from West 
Bank areas in three six- 


month intervals. The first 
such withdrawal was to 
have been carried out in 
early September. 

laael meanwhile lifted its 
military blockade of the 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah, north of Jerusalem. 
Israel has lifted closures of 
most West Bank towns since 
the Israeli-Palestmian sum- 
mit in Washington last week 
led to the renewed Israeli- 
Palestmian talks. 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

The Regent said there were drawbacks in 
making the future of the current peace effort 
completely dependent on the progress of the 
negotiations between the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel. There are other areas 
and tracks where progress could be achieved, 
he pointed out. which in turn would con- 
tribute positively to lionying the whole peace 
process forward. 

Addressing the issue of refugees. Prince 
Hassan said the term "refugees" is becoming 
politically incorrect because host countries 
are unwilling to recognise them out of politi- 
cal considerations or fear that (hey may have 
to pay state or individual compensations. 

Prince Hass an said the integration of 
refugees was different from assimilating them 
because integration does not jeopardise the 
refugees' inalienable rights to compensation 
or return. 

Challenge on home front 

Prince Hassan also spoke of the need for 
interdisciplinary and thematic approaches in 
tackling the various social and economic 
issues with which society is grappling. 

He called on Jordanians to be proactive in 
international intellectual debates and should 
take new initiatives to assert their right to . 
speak for themselves and analyse their own 
positions in international fora. 

He pointed to the multitude of think tanks 
and international newspapers, which, he said, 
“tell us what we think and what we should 
know about ourselves in the Arab World,” in 
terms of figures or facts. 

He said it was time that Jordan took up the 
reins of information about itself and dissemi- 
nate that to the rest of the world. 

In the general contexi of Investments in Jor- 
dan and the focus on the private sector's 
efforts to contribute to economic growth, the 
Crown Prince expressed the belief that the 
philosophy of the approach could be missing 
in the “middle levei’\of bureaucracv. 


One of the answers to the problem lies in 
“sec torai approach, delegation of authority 
and involvement of hands-on managers” in 
the process, he said. At the same time, there 
should also be result-oriented attempts to raise 
the economic awareness of . everyone 
involved, including private sector institu- 
tions.” he added. 

In an obvious reference to the insistence of 
some donor countries on having their own 
way in Jordanian projects and development, 
the Regent asked how Jordan could handle 
the conflicting positions of an increasing 
number of countries it would have to deal with 
after it signs the proposed association agree- 
ment with the European Union and the King- 
dom enters the World Trade Organisation. 

In the field of the media and information, 
the Regent suggested that domestic news take 
on an interdisciplinary approach. 

He said a national information system 
should bring together what he called “fami- 
lies Of subjects.” 

Jn other words, issues such as social polari- 
ty and economics should not be tackled sepa- 
rately but as interconnected topics and prob- 
lems that require assessments and solutions, 
the Regent said. 

The Crown Prince named health, education 
and social productivity as a path for the media 
to consider and therein apply the concept of 
the interdisciplinary method in tackling 
issues by the press, stressing that what is 
required and could, in Jordan, be a pioneering 
step, is to write in an interdisciplinary manner 
or with a thematic approach, 

He also recommended, as another example 
of this meshing of subjects, moving from 
strictly economic topics to economic/political 
issues. 

The Regent reiterated the importance of 
analysing how one issue affects two or three 
others, citing as an example that the redirec- 
tion or restructuring of die economy is meant 
to effectively discuss and find ways to create 
new jobs. 


(Continued from page 1) 
the traditional foreign poli- 
cy” of Turkey, which has 
generally been pro-West- 
ern. 

Both motions denounce 
the Libya visit, “marked by 
diplomatic scandals," 
adding that “the Republic 
of Turkey has never been 
placed in such a humiliat- 
ing situation.” 

To make matters worse, 
Mr. Erbakan raised hackles 
in Washington by calling a 
U.S. -backed air embargo 
on Libya that has been in 
effect since 1992 “unfair” 
and stating that U.S. 
claims that Tripoli supports 
terrorism are false. 

Mr. Erbakan also angered 
Washington in August by 
paying a visit to Iran, 
which the United States 
accuses of supporting ter- 
rorism, and signing a 
multi-billion dollar natural 
gas agreement there. 

In a belated protest over 
Col. Qadhafi’s behaviour, 
Turkey Monday recalled its 
ambassador to Libya, Ates 
Balkan. Meanwhile the 
press rounded on the 
Libyan leader calling him 
“arrogant” and a “bare- 
footed bedouin.” 

A top official of the 
Social Democrat Party, 
which has 49 seats in 
Turkey's 550-seat parlia- 
ment. accused Mr. Erbakan 
of "taking an irresponsible 
attitude” in the face of Col. 
Qadhafi’s “insolence." 




AFM Director-General Omayya Touqan (third from left) prepares to sign the agreement (Petra photo) 


French-financed project signed 
to fully automate AFM by 1998 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Trading at the 
Amman Financial Mattel 
(AFM) will be fully auto- 
mated by the beginning of 
1 998 under a French- 
financed project signed 
Tuesday by the AFM, SBF- 
Paris Bourse and the French 
securities depository SICO- 
VAM s.a. and described as 
perhaps the most important 
event for the Jordanian 
stock exchange. 

The project essentially 
means that every transac- 
tion taking place at the 
AFM would be conducted 
through a central computer 
network and every deal at 
the market will have a work 
station/terminal. 

The process will allow 
quick documentation of all 
dealings, and, more impor- 
tantly. offer easy access for 
investors into details of the 


market situation and thus 
facilitate the entry of for- 
eign capital into the bourse. 

The agreement was 
signed by AFM Director- 
General Omayya Touqan 
and Jean-Francois 

Theodore, chairman and 
chief executive of SBF- 
Paris Bourse as well as 
chairman of SICOVAM in 
the presence of the French 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Bernard BajoleL 

Under the agreement, the 
French government will 
extend a grant of 9.9 mil- 
lion francs (about JD 
700.000) and the AFM will 
put up the rest of the project 
cost of 10.5 million francs. 
The project will begin with 
a survey of the AFM’s pre- 
sent situation followed by 
designing of a master plan 
for reorganising the trading 
and registration system and 
the installation of computer 
equipment. Work will begin 


in November and is expect- 
ed to be completed in 14 
months. 

’This project is the most 
important development in 
the history of the Jordanian 
stock market." said Dr. 
Touqan after the signing 
ceremony. "It will raise the 
standards of the AFM to 
those of international stock 
markets." 

The project is the fourth 
undertaken by SBF-Paris 
Bourse and SICOVAM in 
the Mediterranean region 
(others are in Lebanon. 
Morocco and Tunisia) and 
the 10th if Eastern Euro- 
pean countries were to be 
included. 

Ambassador Bajolet said 
the French financing for the 
project — which rose to 
triple the amount that was 
mentioned when it was first 
discussed several months 
ago — reflected the 
increasing level of econom- 


ic cooperation between 
France and Jordan. 

According to Mr. Bajolet. 
French financial assistance, 
both grants and loans as 
well as discount offered on 
Jordanian debts to France, 
will amount to about 400 
million French francs 
(about JD 28 million) this 
year. This includes a formal 
protocol of grants and loans 
worth 80 million francs, 
about 150 million francs in 
discount offered on an debt- 
equity-swap agreed 

between the two govern- 
ments, 130 million francs in 
French contribution to the 
Middle East Development 
Assistance project of the 
European Union that will 
directly benefit Jordan. 
Also included are expecta- 
tions of about 40 million 
francs in grants and loans to 
the Kingdom under agree- 
ments being discussed. 


Briton, Canadian share Nobel economics 
prize for work on ‘handling different 
incentives, controlling problems’ 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Two researchers who helped 
im prove understanding of 
how policy-makers deal with 
incomplete information 
when making decisions on 
issues such as tax and credit 
were on Tuesday jointly 
awarded the Nobel prize in 
economics. 

Professors James Mitriees 
of Britain kid Wiliam Vick- 
rey of Canada who conduct- 
ed their research 25 years 
apart, focused on how con- 
tracts and institutions can be 
designed to handle different 
incentives and control prob- 
lems. 

“ This has generated a bet- 
ter understanding of insur- 
ance markets, credit market, 
auctions, the internal organi- 
sation of firms, wage forms, 
tax systems, social insur- 
ance, competitive conditions 
and political institutions,” 
the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences said. 

Dr. Mirrlees. 60, an eco- 
nomics professor at the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge and 
Dr. Vickrey, 82, a Columbia 
University economics pro- 
fessor, will be presented 
with die Nobel prize — and 
a shared cheque for 7.4 mil- 
lion kronor ($1.12 million ) 
— at an official ceremony in 
Stockholm on Dec. 10. the 
100th anniversary of the 
death of the Swedish inven- 
tor Alfred Nobel. 

The economics prize, 
established in 196$ by Swe- 
den's central bank to com- 
memorate its tricentennial, is 
the most recent of the Nobel 
awards. Since then. 24 
Americans have won it. 
seven Britons, two Swedes, 
two Norwegians and one 
each from Canada, France. 
Germany, the Netherlands 
and the Soviet Union. 

Dr. Mirrlees' and Dr. 
Vickre’s research addresses 
situations where decision- 


makers have different or 
incomplete information — 
for example, where a bank 
does not have complete 
information about lenders’ 
future income, or the owners 
of a firm may not have the 
same detailed information 
about costs and competitive- 
conditions as the managing 
director. 

Such information has fun- 
damental consequences, par- 
ticularly when an informa- 
tion advantage can often be 
strategically exploited. 

Dr. Vickrey studied the 
properties of different types 
of auctions — where poten- 
tial buyers have limited 
knowledge about the value 
of the asset or rights up for 
sale — and how they can be 
designed so as to generate 
economic efficiency. 

He attached particular 
importance to the second- 
price auction, or what is now 
often called the Vickrey auc- 
tion where an object is auc- 
tioned off in a sealed bidding 
and the highest bidder gets 
to buy the object at the sec- 
ond-highest price. 

This method where it is in 
the individual’s best interests 
to state a truthful bid. elicits 
an individual's true willing- 
ness to pay. 

The basis of his research 
has been extended to practi- 
cal applications, such as auc- 
tions of treasury bonds and 
band spectrum licenses and 
the method has been used in 
the bidding for public pro- 
jects. 

In the late 1940s, Dr. Vick- • 
rey formulated a model indi- 
cating bow income taxation 
can be designed to counter 


the principle that a progres- 
sive tax schedule affects 
individuals' incentive to 
work harder. 

Although he formulated a 
solution in principle, he 
never mastered its mathe- 
matical complexities. 

Some 25 years later Dr. 
Mirrlees who has worked 
extensively on economic 
policy in developing coun- 
tries. found a more thorough 
solution to the problem. He 
applied the "revelation prin- 
ciple” whereby individuals 
are induced to reveal private 
information truthfully in a 
way which does not conflict 
with their self-interest. 

Dr. Mirrlees’ approach has 
become particularly valu- 
able in situations where it is 
impossible to observe anoth- 
er agent's action, so called 
"moral hazard" which is 
used extensively in insur- 
ance issues. 

One of the problems with 
' insurance is that damage to 
insured objects depends not 
only on external factors such 
as the weather and attempted 
theft, but also on the care 
taken by the policyholder 
which is difficult and costly 
for an insurance company to 
monitor. 

In the midr70s. Dr. Mir- 
rlees noted that one party's 
actions indirectly imply a 
choice of the probabilities 
that different outcomes will 
occur. Using a similar incen- 
tive scheme, the policy hold- 
er cares for the insured 
object as if it were unin- 
sured. 


Britons work longest hours in Europe 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Britons work the longest 
hours in Europe, accord- 
ing to a study by Swe- 
den’s central statistics 
bureau. 

Statistics Sweden said 
Britons on average 
worked 43.8 hours a week 
in 1995, excluding over- 
time. 

Portugal came second in 
the list working an aver- 
age 41.9 hours a week. 


’ said the report. 

Swedes were third, 
working 40.7 hours which 
the study said added up to 
two and a half weeks a 
year more than 10 years 
ago. 

Greece was fourth with 
40.8 hours but this includ- 
ed overtime while the 
other countries surveyed 
involved only basic hours. 

Spaniards worked 40.6 
hours, the Irish and 


French 40.1 hours, and 
Germans 39.9 hours. 

Ninth was Luxembourg 
with 39.8 hours, the 
Netherlands notched up 
39.6 hours. Denmark 39.5 
hours, Norway 38.8 
hours. Italy 38.6 hours, 
and Finland 38.4 hours. 

Belgians came last, 
working on average 38.4 
hours a week. 


THE Daily Crossword by Charles R. Woodard 


ACROSS 
1 NY city 
6 Radiator 
necessity 
9 City in Italia 

13 Pluvious 

14 Not cleric 

16 Mine opening 

17 "—Want to Set 
the World on 
Fire" 

18 Plane surface 

19 Fiddler or pianist 

20 Washington VIP 

21 Beauty shop 
employee? 

24 Idler 

26 For 

27 Thoroughgoing 
29 Preliminary 

statement 

34 Leg parts 

35 Footwear 

36 Com unit 

37 Prima donna 

38 Musical 
notations 

39 island in the 
West Indies 

40 Relating to: suff. 

41 Oscar de la — 

42 Group customs 

43 October needs 

45 Confuse 

46 Fuss 

47 Oriental inn 

48 Impaired speech 
sounds? 

53 Pouch 

56 God of war 

57 Proficient 

58 Term of service 

60 Unit of force 

61 Legal holding 

62 Part of an 
amphitheater 

63 Skating 
maneuver 

64 English river 

65 Burdened 
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4 
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13 





17 





20 
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21 


27 

28 


34~ 



37~ 



40 



43 
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49 

50 
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60 




63 
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DOWN 

1 Spring bloom 

2 Marquis de — 

3 Batting 
products? 

4 Stopover 

5 Large snakes 


6 — Boothe Luce 

7 Swiss river 

8 Mottled 

9 Captor’s 
demand 

10 Dedicated works 

11 Mud 

12 Common suffix 
15 Persian 

products 

22 Insect 

23 Ages 

25 Frog genus 

27 British sonar 

28 Large animal, 
briefly 

29 Mails 

30 Tribunal of 
prelates 

31 Like some 
fights? 

32 Name 

33 Make a VCR 
error 

35 Part of n.b. 

38 Withdrawal 

39 Davenport ‘ ' 

41 Ill-mannered 



42 Parade leader 

44 Dangling 
ornament 

45 Bonnet 
Occupant? 

47 Vista 

48 "If I — 
hammer..." 


49 African antelope 

50 Lacosteof 
tennis 

51 Actor's prize 

52 Holly 

54 Skin problem 

55 Fictional- sleuth 
59 A Gershwin 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Which e-mail name goes best with 
my personality: Hunkorama 
or BabeMagnet? 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika ArgMor 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
bur ordinary words. 


TONJi 

1 



_ 



ei»T*nMKhImttut 
MHpBlhMnM 


ZIERP : 


ZED 



BABFLY 

or 



ROOMAN 

u 


THE STOCKBROKER 
TURNEP ARTIST 
EXHIBITED? HI5 


1 


I 


iBSterday’s 


Now arrange the clrcfed letters to 
tomi the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

•njLi m i n 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TARRY SWOON UNSAID ASTRAY 
Answer Why the beat up boxer Heed astronomy - 


Print answer hen 


HE SAW STARS 


Peanuts 


I NEVER HAVE 
TIME TO 170 MY 
HOMEWORK.MARCIE 

YOU NEEP A 
COURSE IN TIME 
MANAGEMENT, SIR 








WHY SHOULD I TAKE 
A COURSE IN ONE 
THINS SO I CAN • 
TAKE A COURSE IN 

Another TWN6 ? 


MY ADVICE 
COMES FROM I 
THE HEART, 
sie 


I KNOW, MARCIE.. 

I SOMEDAY, WHEN I OWN 
I A MAJOR LEAGUE CL US, 
liL LET YOU SIT IN 
ONE OF OUR LUXURY 
BOXES.. 





HOROSC^E- 

FORECASIFor 

WEDNESDAY OCT^ 
BER9,I9** 


By Thomas S. Pierson 
Astrologer. CarroJi Mgtaer 

Foundation 


ARIES: (March. 21 to 
April 19) Handle can* 
spondence and repons in 
an efficient maimer today 
and thereby .yon can 
impress those ^authority 
who will be impressed by 
how well you canduq 
business affairs. Later- this 
evening plan mate this a 
romantic time with your 
mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Handle any mat. 
ters of a practical nature 
today since later an old sit- 
uation may arise which 
needs attention. Later this 
evening you can make this 
time special for your mate 
by doing some special 
event which he or she wfl] 
appreciate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21 ) If you contact the right 
persons today you can gain 


your aims far more easily-* 


You should stop being such 
a loner this evening and 
plan some activities which 
dose friends will be happy 
to participate in. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to Jolv 21) Confer- 
with a superior today and 
learn bow best to gain a 
wish. Follow through and 
watch details for any diffi- 
culties which you had not 
counted upon and thereby 
you can make this time 
quire successful for your- 
self and others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Gain your most cher- 
ished wishes and do the 
research activities needed 
today to get the right 
results. Be independent of 
any criticism and make the, 
best of every opportunity 
which can come in yourj£* 
direction for the days * 
ahead 

VIRGO: (August 22- to 
September 22) You are 
inspired early today, how- 
ever, later situations arise 
which will take up time 
and require great effort for 
completion. Don’t get dis- 
couraged with the objec- 
tions of a fellow associate 
and just go full steam 
ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Take no 
unnecessary risks today at 
all especially with your 
physical health. You can 
get fine results in public 
affairs today and later this 
evening, so that you can 
get recognition from those 
in authority who can htf 
helpful. * " 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You hare, 
clever ideas today and you 
should put them in opera- 
tion quickly to become 
more successful. Later this 
evening will be a good time, 
for taking the time to inves- 
tigate any information you 
will need on a project. 
SAGITTARIUS; (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Don't throw cold water oh 
the ideas of a good friend, 
today since at some rime iri- 
Ihe days ahead these ideas 
can be helpful to you. Latef ■ 
this evening you can com- 
plete the business arrange- 
ments for some new ideas 
you have. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Do 
some angling today so that 
you can gain - your aims 
more easily. Later this 
evening handle the mun- 
dane aspects of whatever 
business activities wh&5£ 
you are currently involved’ 
and they will be fruitfulin. 
the days ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Study the' 
conditions at borne today 
and make those' changes, 
which are needed to make 
it a more comfortable place 
to live. Get the advice later " 
this evening of experts who 
have the ability to analyse- 
any new -ideas. 

PISCES: (February 20 to- 
Match 20) Stop daydream- 
ing today and ’ handle*, 
important matters wahlo?' 
your attention and thereby 
you can gain success^ 
Show more thought fa/ 
your loved ones arid fay' 
will reciprocate the effort. 
Which you put O 0 L . 


Birthstoae^ of '; 
Opal — Tourmaline. 
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Business & finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 9, 1996 


Israeli closure hurts Bethlehem tourism 


BETHLEHEM, West 
Bank (R) — - Struggling 
to save his business 
from collapse, Palestin- 
ian Tawfiq Lama waited 
with a fleet of empty 
taxis as tourists walked 
across an Israeli army 
checkpoint on their way 
to visit the birthplace of 
Jesus Christ. 

Facing growing losses 
after a week-long Israeli 
ban on the entry of 
tourist buses from occu- 
pied Jerusalem to Beth- 
lehem, the 33-year-old 


souvenir shop owner has 
been contracting private 
taxis to pick up visitors 
from the Israeli check- 
point and take them to 
visit holy sites and then 
ferry them to his store. 

“This is costing me a 
lot of money. But it is 
the only way to bring in 
tourists " Mr. Lama said. 
He said less than 20 per 
cent of the normal num- 
ber of tourists visiting 
Bethlehem at this tune 
of the year have entered 
the city. 


“Nobody warns to 
walk across the check- 
point. They become 
afraid when they are 
told that they have to 
leave their buses behind 
and walk.” he said. 

Israel sealed off the 
Palestinian self-rule 
areas following gunbat- 
tles and clashes last 
month, barring its citi- 
zens from travel to the 
West Bank- 

The Israeli army says 
the closure, wliich 
includes barring tourist 


buses, was imposed for 
security reasons. 

The Palestinian 
National Authority said 
Tuesday it was barring 
Palestinians from bring- 
ing in tourists in private 
vehicles. demanding 
instead that Israel lift the 
bus ban. But the order 
was not strictly enforced 
and some tourists still 
entered Bethlehem in 
convoys after crossing 
the checkpoint on foot 

The Palestinian min- 
istry of economy and 


trade said Israeli restric- 
tions on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip have 
raised daily Palestinian 
losses to about $10 mil- 
lion from $6 million 
before the violence. 

Israel and Jordan 
reported a drop in the 
number of tourists arriv- 
ing since the violence 
which claimed the lives 
of 59 Palestinians and 
15 Israelis. 

But the Palestinian 
self-rule areas, already 
reeling from restrictions 


imposed following a 
spate of suicide bomb- 
ings in February and 
March, have suffered 
most. Palestinian 
tourism officials esti- 
mate that tourism rev- 
enues amount to about 
$170 million a year. 

In Bethlehem, the 
biggesr tourist-drawing 
town under Palestinian 
self-rule, the ban has 
prompted many groups 
to cancel hotel reserva- 
tions and discouraged 
many already in Israel 


from travelling to the 
city. 

The Palestinian min- 
istry of tourism gave no 
figures for the losses. 
But officials said sou- 
venir shops, restaurants 
and hotels had all been 
hurt badly by the clo- 
sure. 

“The Palestinian 

tourist sector has been 
paralysed,” said Bajes 
Ismael, director-general 
of the Palestinian 

tourism ministry. 

Doris Awad. in charge 


of the reception and 
reservations at the 160- 
room Bethlehem Hotel, 
said the Israeli closure 
ruined what could have 
been the tourism high 
season in the city. 

She said three tourist 
groups occupying 130 
rooms in the hotel 
checked out three days 
ahead of schedule 
because of the closure 
and more had been call- 
ing to cancel. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 8/1 0/96 20:43 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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. Jlput • 

• s p?‘ . 


* JOD Cross Rates 


US Dollar 
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Government 

registers 

commercial 

telecom 

company 

By Mamduuh Hauaindc!i 

Special /i> ihc jure /(in Ttnt, 

AMMAN — The Jordan- 
ian Telecommunieaiious 
Company tJTC), which 
will replace the Telecom - 
muncations Corporal inn 
tTCCj . was registered 
officially Tuesday with a 
JD 2.5 million capital, 
according 10 an 
announcement by Post 
and Communications 
Minister Jamal Saraireh 

He said in a statement to 
the Jordan Times that the 
company will commence 
operations as of Jan. 1. 
.1997 adding that the 
Council of Ministers will 
appoint a chairman and 
members of the board for 
the new company in the 
coming two days. 

The creation of the com- 
pany came in implemen- 
tation of a new law on 
lelecommunieations 
which provides for the 
transformation of the 
TCC into a shareholding 
company fully owned by 
the govern men L noted the 
minister 

In accordance with the 
communications law. the 
minister of post and com- 
munications will give up 
his post as chairman of 
the TCC board of direc- 
tors and will focus his 
attention on his new ia.-k 
as chairman of a bouni 
entrusted with managing 
the telecommunications 
sector. 

He said that the board 
entrusted with reorganis- 
ing telecommunications 
the business is the legal 
successor of the TCC' 
board in all matters per- 
taining to this sector and 
in this sense it rt will be 
issuing licences and per- 
mits for operating 
telecommunications net- 
works and ail other rele- 
vant maners. 


U.S. megamerger could 
create new oil giant 




LONDON (R) — Two 
Western oil giants, Texaco 
and Shell Oil Co. said 
Monday they were dis- 
cussing a possible merger 
of their U.S. refining and 
marketing operations in 
what could become the 
world’s largest oil retailer. 

They said Monday the 
merged operation, which 
could take a 15 per cent 
share of the massive U.S. 
market and control assets 
worth S10 billion, would be 
in partnership with Saudi 
Arabia — automatically 
guaranteeing future sup- 
plies from the world's 
biggest oil producer. 

Statements by the two 
companies were in 
response to a Wall Street 
Journal report that said the 
merger would combine the 
“downstream forces” of 
Texaco, Shell, the U.S. unit 
of Royal Dutch/Shell 
Group, and Star Enterprise, 
a joint venture between 
Texaco and Saudi Aramco, 
the state oil company of 
Saudi Arabia. 

The newspaper said the 
new companies would con- 
trol about 15 per cent of the 
petroleum-products market 
in the United States. 

“Shell Oil Company con- 
firms it is discussing with 
Texaco the potential for 
joint arrangements involv- 
ing U.S- downstream oper- 
ations.” Shell said in a 
statement. “While the com- 
panies are reviewing a 
range of options concern- 
ing the. businesses that 
might be included, no deci- 
sions have been made. 

Texaco also confirmed it 
was in discussions about a 
potential alliance and said 
the goal of the talks was to 
create a more efficient 
competitive operation max- 
imising the strengths . of 
both companies, including 


their individual brandsl 

Oil industry analysts said 
the proposed merger would 
cut costs in a fiercely com- 
petitive oil refining and 
marketing industry but 
wondered how big the sav- 
ings would be. 

‘This is the sort of thing 
the market should like. The 
question is whether it's 
really going to happen and 
what it's worth,” said Alan 
Marshall, an analyst at 
Robert Fleming. Potential 
savings might be less than 
the firms hoped, he said. 

“In both Europe and the 
United States there is a 
ruthless drive to cut costs,” 
said Peter Bogin of Cam- 
bridge Energy Research 
Associates in Paris. “But 
you can only cut staffing 
levels so far. After that you 
have to look at cutting back 
elsewhere.” 

A recent deal in Europe 
merged the downstream 
activities of British Petrole- 
um PLC (B.P.) and^Mobil 
to form a $5 billion firm 
with a 10 per cent market 
share, competing with Shell 
and Exxon. 

Robert Fleming’s Mar- 
shall said the rewards of 
such a merger might not be 
as great in the United States 
as in Europe 

"Unlike with B.P. and 
Mobil where there was vast 
potential for cost cutting. 
Shell Oil has already been a 
big turnaround story and 
one would have drought the 
scope for cost cutting 
would be more limited,” he 
indicated. 

For the Saudi oil giant 
Aramco, a merger will 
underline that it can be a 
big player alongside the 
Western oil majors. Gulf 
economists and analysts. 
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JEY/ELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops * 
6th circle, Amman j 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A! Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
Fax: 810520 


francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


ianai Alii n '.a-: - Kiiii'.puw J>U 

Tel : 625407 

- Ji'ulan >■; 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional QnaHtyj in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' cotour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtB 
Mm 30% 


mmt 20 *30cl r 


awns-*. Qpp. GrindUys 
Bank. Phone: 6040*2 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
.VILLAS 



g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

mam 




EH ESTATE 


FOR 
I RFINT 

| ^ i Ji.-iij XL' VlllrlS 

0 Anparimc-nis 
in Amman 


For details plaaso oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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***■ 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 


WE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 19S5 


SPECIAL PRICES ■ 
IFOR LONGTERM - STAY. 


-ABDOCN- 

T IT- 811) 1 50, FAX 82 7 1 13 



FOR YOUR 

Advertisement 



Abdoun - Tel : 319564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 


U'SAVE 


AUTORESTAL 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


"Earning the right w '‘'•nr you. 
Had! ptulxvery lime. " 


Call 858874 / 5 


BIBI 

BOtTHQUE 

The best of N. Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 

lu 

And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: 856-988 

Next -to Amra Hotel 


Ellen Trac) 
Christian Dior USA 


HappqIXM(S2 

ptt&AAeAit , 

& SoteuU (fyj 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 AM. - 1 A-M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthslna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


<$j) 

CROW HOTEL 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING i 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


DOOM 


KMHTA CAM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent In an exceBent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate deBvery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Whdi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 



'V> 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuieine 
Established 1977 
Open; Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

TeL: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vollgt Parking 
Reserve bon Required 



667171 exf.223 * 
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World Cup Qualifiers 


Vogts takes second-choice side to Armenia; Be r g joins UP with Norway 

n # . ' — . 1 • a LONDON (AFP) — Blackburn rovers defenc 

Spain take on European finalists s-®*# 

m. „ A f b a effects of a vinj 


BONN (R) — Germany 
coach Bern Vogts will be 
forced to Geld a second- 
choice side when the 
European champions open 
their World Cup qualifying 
campaign in Armenia 
Wednesday. 

Seven players, including 
talented iibero Matthias 
Sammer, midfield play mak- 
er Andy Moeller and 
defender Thomas Helmer. 
have pulled out of the group 
nine clash because of 
injuries. 

Wing-back Christian 
Ziege, midfielder-c urn- 
defender Thomas Strunz, 
and midfielder Mario 
Busier — all from Bayern 
Munich — and Borussia 
Dortmund's midfielder 
Steffen Freund have also 
been ruled out of the game. 

“We are going to have to 
replace some top people but 
there is no point complain- 
ing," Vogts said. “1 still 
expect to win." 

Vogts is likely to give 
Borussia 

Moencbengladbacb 's 
defensive midfielder 
Stephan Passlack his inter- 


national debut and 
rearrange his defence 
around Dortmund’s Stefan 
Reuter who is set to take on 
the Iibero role. 

Germany’s Euro 96 cam- 
paign was also plagued by 
injuries. 

Everything has gone 
wrong for Vogts as the 
Germans prepare for their 
first competitive match 
since their victofy over the 
Czech Republic in the final 
at Wembley on June 30. 

. Moeller was the last play- 
er to withdraw after pulling 
a groin muscle during the 
final miautes of training in 
Frankfurt Monday. He will 
be replaced by Bayern’s 
controversial but talented 
attacking midfielder 

Mehmet Scholl. 

Even with a second- 
choice line-up, the Germans 
should walk it. But Vogts is 
preaching caution. 

“I have told them that the 
last European champions 
Denmark didn’t make it to 
the 1994 World Cup. The 
same thing must not happen 
to us," he said. 

At least Vogts can field 


two first-choice strikers in 
captain Juergen Klinsmann 
and Euro 96 hero Oliver 
Bierhoff. 

Klinsmann will be look- 
ing to an international goal 
to boost his disappointing 
form this season. 

The Bayern striker, who 
has been struggling to score 
in recent matches, denied 
reports that he bad talked to 
his former club Tottenham 
about a possible return to 
England. 

‘1 want to fight my way 
out of these problems at 
Bayern. I am just going 
through a normal phase," he 
said. “But I have not had 
any time between cup 
matches and the Bundesliga 
to jet over to London." 

Expected German team: 
Andy Koepke. Stefan 
Reuter. Juetge Kohler, 
Stephan Passlack, Markus 
Babbel, Dieter Eilts, Marco 
Bode, Thomas Haessler, 
Andy Moeller, Juergen 
Klinsmann, Oliver Bierhoff. 


Real ’s teenage star 
to make Spanish debut 

PRAGUE (AFP) — Spain coach Javier Clemente has final- 
ly decided to give Real Madrid's teenage star Raul 
Gonzalez his debut in a bid to add much-needed firepower 
for Wednesday night's World Cup qualifying march against 
European Championship finalists Czech Republic. 

The 19-year-old, who scored twice against the Czechs in 
the quarter-finals of last season’s European under-21 com- 
petition. is Real Madrid’s top scorer despite being moved 
into a supporting role by new coach Fabio Capello. 

Clemente, who has dropped veteran forward Julio 
Salinas while Kiko Narvaez is injured, said: "There are 
some players absent, so it’s the rigbt moment to Pick 
Raul." Atletico Madrid's Jose Luis Caminero is fit again 
and returns to midfield. 

Manchester United’s Czech Republic star Karel 
Poborsky has admitted the Euro 96 finalists cannot afford 
to lose. 

Both sides opened their European group six campaigns 
last month with high-scoring victories over the two weak- 
est teams in the group, with Spain beating the Faroe Islands 
6-2 and the republic thrashing Malta 6-0. 

However, Yugoslavia have already collected three wins 
and Slovakia two against the same victims. 

Poborsky, signed by Manchester manager Alex Ferguson 
from Slavia Prague for 3.6 million pounds following his 
sparkling Euro 96 performances, said: “Spain are explosive 
and technically very sound. 

Czech coach Dusan Uhrin has named 16 of the 19-strong 
squad which caused a surprise in June. 


Scotland’s Dodds targets Estonia 


TALLINN, ESTONIA (AFP) — Aberdeen strik- 
er Billy Dodds, Britain's leading goalscorer, has 
Estonia in his sights as he seeks a Baltic blast-off 
for his international career. 

Dodds is set to make his first start for Scotland 
in the World Cup qualifier in Tallinn ’s Kadriorg 
stadium on Wednesday when he will search for 
goal number 15 of the season. 

“It was great ‘to make my international debut 
the other night against Latvia in Rga and it is 
something I will always remember,” said Dodds, ' 
who came on as a 59th minute substitute for John 
Spencer in Scotland's 2-0 win. 

“It was the icing on the cake for me really after 
the way things have gone since the start of the 
season. 

“1 actually started some pre-season games on 
the bench for Aberdeen and Twas suspended for ' 
our first two games. But then I hit a run of goals., 
and have been playing well and my season has 
taken off.” 

Dodds took his bow with Scotland ahead 


thanks to a John Collins goal. 

“It was better going on with us 1-0 up although 
we did bave a sticky spell in the second-half in 
Latvia." added Dodds. 

“But once we got the second from Darren 
Jackson we were able to relax and I thought we 
then played some of our best football." 

Now his target is to help Scotland claim three 
World Cup points with a victory over Estonia and 
with John Spencer suffering from a hamstring 
strain he looks certain to get his chance. 

“I don't know if I am playing but I think we are 
going to have a more attacking lineup with 
Estonia playing only one man up according to 
what the manager has said. 

“I’ll be delighted if I am involved and obvious- 
ly I’d love^to get a goal. After Estonia then my 
aim wil] be tp try. and keep getting jntct the jquad 

regularly" ’• 

1 Manager Craig Brown will tell Dodds and the 
rest of the Scotland players to make sure they do 
not let down the Scottish fans. 


“I’ve been speaking to one fan, john grigor 
. from Ayr. who tells me it has cost him 6,000 
pounds this year to follow us." said Brown. 

“We have had nine away fixtures this year tak- 
ing in a visit to Denmark, two in the United 
States, three at Euro 96 in England, and World 
Cup games in Austria, Latvia and here. 

“That is a lot of miles for someone .like Grigor 
and he is doing it at the bottom end of the market 
with a bus journey here and there. 

“I can remember seeing him in Miami after we 
had lost 1-0 to Colombia and he was applauding 
the Scotland performance. He’s a critic but very 
supportive too. 

“I will be reminding the players of that last- 
' thing before they go out on Wednesday- to recog- 
. nise what the cost Is to people and not to let them 
down " 1 ' * . . 

Scotland’s fans may even outnumber the home 
support in the Kadriorg Stadium. 



Graf pulls out of European 
indoor tournament 


ZURICH (Rj — Steffi Graf Tuesday pulled out of next 
week's European indoor championship because of a knee 
injury. 

Graf sustained the injury during a tournament in Leipzig 
last week and withdrew just hours before she was due to 
face fellow German Anke Huber, in the semifinals. 

The joint world No. 1 said then that a tendon strain in her 
left knee had troubled her since her quarter-final win over 
Austrian Judith Wiesner. 

It is the fourth consecutive year in which Graf has with- 
drawn from the $1 million Zurich tournament 

Monica Seles, who shares the world No. I ranking with 
the German, withdrew earlier because of nagging shoulder 
injury and knee problems. 


Rockets 

lose 

starter 


HOUSTON (AFP) — 
Brent Price, expected to 
join fellow newcomers 
Charles Barkley and Kevin 
Willis in the Houston 
Rockets’ starting lineup, 
sprained his right knee 
Monday and will be out 
two or three weeks. 

Price, a point guard, 
spent his first four National 
Basketball Association sea- 
sons with the Washington 
Bullets but signed a seven- 
year contract worth $18.2 
million with the Rockets in 
July. 

Price averaged 10 points, 
five assists and almost 
three rebounds a game for 
the Bullets last seasou. 
sinking 46 per cent of his 
three-point shots. A torn 
left knee ligament kept 
price sidelined for the 
1994-1995 season. 

While Price will miss 
most of the exhibition 
schedule/he is likely to be 
ready for the NBA season 
opener November 1. 

Price's outside scoring 
touch was considered the 
final piece of Houston’s 
revamped lineup, which 
features Hakeem Olajuwon 
with Barkley and Willis 
near the basket plus the 
playmaking ability of 
Clyde Drexler in the back- 
court. 


Sports personalities 
miss Bosnia prizes 

BOLOGNA (AFP) — A prize-giving ceremony for top 
sporting figures who have helped war-tom Bosnia 
turned into a non-event here Monday night 

International Olympic Committee President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, world athletics chief Primo 
Nebiolo, ski star AJberto Tomba and football legend 
Michel Platini all failed to take up the invitation. 

Samaranch was unwell, while Platini, asked as an 
organiser of the 1998 World Cup finals, had a FIFA 
football 2000 meeting the following day. 

Nebiolo, head of the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation and organiser of last month’s solidarity 
meeting for Sarajevo, sent a telegram of support. 

“We went to Sarajevo," he said. “And we continue to 
be there in our hearts.” 

Tomba, who has hosted Bosnian athletes, donated ski 
equipment and promised to ski a slalom when the 
Sarajevo pistes are reopened, sent his mother, Maria- 
Grazia. 

One man who did receive his prize was outgoing 
Italian Football Federation President Antonio 
Matarrese, a vice-president of UEFA. 

Matarrese has arranged foF Bosnia to play all their 
‘home’ matches in the World Cup qualifiers at Bologna, 
where they meet Group 1 rivals Croatia on Tuesday 
night. 

The highpoint of the ceremony was a moving 15- 
minute film which interleaved footage from the 
Sarajevo Winter Olympics in 1984, with pictures of the 
destiucdon and bloodletting in the Bosnian capital dur- 
iog the war. 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


Kevin Costner ... in 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 


WATERWORLD NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6 , 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD ^ 

CONCORD “I” 

FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
cruising Yacht Club of 
AustraUa Tuesday dan- 
gled a 300,000 dollar 
($237,0001 inducement 
for a record-breaking run 
down the Australian east- 
ern seabord in this year's 
Sydney-Hobart Yacht 
Race. 

U.S. Maxi Kialoa has 
held the race record of 
two days 14hrs 36min 
56sec since 1975. 

Last year, Australia's 
top Maxi Brindabella and 
U.S. Ketch Sayonara took 
just outside three days to 


finish. 

The return of Sayonara 
this year sets the scene for 
another two-way battle 
across treacherous bass 
strait to die Tasmanian 
capital of Hobart. 

“It’s a freak of nature 
that it’s taken 21 years for 
the record to be broken," 
said Brindabella skipper 
David Adams Tuesday. 

The commodore of the 
cruising Yacht Club, of 
Australia, Peter Bush, 
agreed, saying the record 
remained a particularly 
amazing feat when tech- 


nological developments 
in the sport since then 
were considered. $ 

“The boats now that are 
being built would be 25 
per cent faster than Kialoa 
was back then. And I 
think that now it’s been 
there for so long, it will be 
a really emotional 
achievement for whoever 
goes on to break it." 

The race begins in 
Sydney harbour on 
December 26. 


Ammoun Theatre fc Cinemaa\ 
^ TEL: 618274 - 618275 J 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

V Play starts 8:30 p.m. > 


Nabil & Hisbam's Theatre-' 

TEL: 625155 . j 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 


Si 


LONDON (AFP) Blackburn rovers defender Henning Berg has flown out for World 

Cud duty just hours after becoming the proud father of a baby son. Bea joins a* 
Norwedan souad in time for Wednesday's European group three against 

Hungary afte?shaking off the effects of a virus infection. Berg, who tinned Blackburn’s 
last premiership game at Coventry, should be back m the frame for this Saturday’s home 
date with Arsenal. 

Ferdinand cashes in on boot deal 

LONDON (AFP) — Les Ferdinand may not gain the vote from England coach Glenn 
Hoddle against Poland Wednesday but the Newcastle striker has already cashed-in on his 
new 1 million pound partnership with Alan Shearer. The 29-year-old striker will sign a 
new three-year deal with German sports good suppliers Adidas on Thursday. The six mil- 
lion pound former QPR ace. who hit 29 goals io his first season with Newcastle, already 
has eight to his name this terra, but that is unlikely to be enough to persuade Hoddle to 
team him with Shearer for the World Cup qualifier. 

Bosnich ready to return 

BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — Aston Villa keeper Mark Bosnich is standing by to make his 
first appearance of the season Wednesday night following a catalogue of injury problems. 
The Australian international, who has not played since the final match of l3St season at 
Everton. is set to play for the reserves against Coventry- City with a view to making a pre- 
miership return at Spurs on Saturday. Bosnich suffered rib and ankle problems during the 
pre-season build-up, but it was the knee ligament injury he suffered two days before the 
start of the season which has kept him oh the sidelines. 


Maldini to stay at Milan until 2001 

FLORENCE (R) — Italy captain Paolo Maldini extended his contract with league cham- 
pions AC Milan by one year to 2001 Monday. “As you can see, I intend to go a long way." 
the defender said. “When the contract expires I’ll be 33 and then we will see what hap- 
pens. “Of course I'm influenced by the example of Baresi and if I have accepted to stay 
for the next five years it means I haven't ruled out possibly emulating Franco." Milan cap- 
tain Franco Baresi. now 36, notched up his 500th league game for Milan last season and 
is still playing for the club, which he joined in 1977. Maldini joined Milan in 1984 and, 
like Baresi. has remained there. 

Yamaha to supply engines for Hill and Arrows 

LONDON (R i — Damon Hill will be relying on a new Yamaha engine when he drives for 
the TWR Arrows Formula One team in next season’s world championship. The Japanese 
manufacturer announced Monday it was joining forces with Arrows in a one-year deal, 
having concluded a four-year association with Tyrrell. “This is a new era for Yamaha... We 
are looking forward to an exciting future together." said Herbie Blash. Yamaha’s Formula 
One sporting director. Hill requires one more point in Japan this weekend to clinch the 
1996 world drivers' title in his final race for Williams. 

Armstrong fights cancer 

PARIS (AFP) — Lance Armstrong, the 1993 world road race cycling champion, revealed u 
Tuesday he had testicular cancer and would be undergoing chemotherapy. The 25-year- 
old, who has returned home to Texas, has told his Cofidis team he intends to be back for 
the end of the 1997 season. “Lance remains our team leader and we are looking forward 
to winning with him again in 1997." said team manager Cyrille Guimard. Armstrong has 
undergone surgery to remove a tumour but a scanner revealed the cancer has spread to his 
lower abdomen and he will now have chemotherapy for a minimum of 12 weeks. He has 
been told he has between a 70 and 90 per cent chance of fully recovering and returning 
full-time to professional cycling. 

Rosset breezes past tired Ferreira 

VIENNA (R) — Weary Wayne Feheira was the first seed to crash out of the S800.000 CA 
Trophy on Monday. The number four from' South Africa lost 6-2 7^6 to Switzerland's 
Marc Rosset. Rosset impressed with some thundering aces which allowed him to clinch 
the first set in only 24 minutes. Athough world number six Ferreira stepped up a gear in 
the second set, he was unable to gain command on the indoor hardcourt at Vienna's 
Sradthalle. Unlike Ferreira, seventh-seeded Todd Martin was fully motivated and had lit- 
tle problems in overcoming Spain's Alberto Costa 6-3 6-2 in only 59 minutes. Top seed 
and local hero Thomas Muster enters the tournament on Wednesday. He faces Italian 
Gianlucca Pozzi. a finalist in 1992. The world number three will be looking for his first 
victory in Vienna after reaching the final in 1988, 1993 and 1995. On Monday, Muster 
was arguing his case at International Tennis Federation (TTF) headquarters in London 
where his Austrian Davis Cup team were ordered to forfeit $59,000 in prize money for 
failing to complete last month’s Davis Cup match against Brazil in Sao Paulo. Austria^ 
refused to complete the tie after Muster walked off court in protest at what he felt wasf 
threatening behaviour by the hom e crowd. But Austrian attempts to have the tie replayed 
at a neutral venue failed. The ITFalso confirmed on-site fines totalling $8,000 on Muster. 

Roche out of Thrkey match 

PARIS (AFP) — French defender Alain Roche has had to pull out of France's friendly 
against Turkey Wednesday after complications in an ankle injury. 

Paris Saint Germain central defender Roche was a firm part of Aime Jacquet’s plans for 
the match, but further pain has ruled him out. 

‘There s a limit to the pain J can take,’ said Roche. “I have pieces of bone or cartilage 
floating around in my right ankle and it just hurts too much.” 

Jacquet has called up Monaco s Martin Djetour, who was in France’s Olympic sq uad, as 
cover for both Roche and AC Milan s Marcel Desailly, who has a slight injuiy to his right 
calf. And up to 15,000 of France s 400,000-strong Turkish population are expected to turn 
up for the game. 

Extra incentive awarded to shatter 
Sydney-Hobart race record 


i 
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Sports 

Worl d Airlines Squash Tournament 

Ansett score big win as RJ remain unbeaten 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

. Ansett New Zealand Tuesday over' 
whelmed Dublin 6-1 on the fourth day of II th World Air- 
lines Squash Tournament currentlv underway in Amman 
at Ai Hassan Squash Centre. 

In another match. New Zealand defeated Lufthansa 5- 
2. while Monday’s matches gave Royal Jordanian their 
thud win m the tournament after crushing Swissair 6-1 
Emirates also defeated New Guinea 6-1: British Air- 
ways overcame Ansett Australia bv the same score and 
Qantas crushed Cathay Pacific 7-0." 

. Wednesday is a rest day for ihe participating delega- 
tions who will have a chance to visit the rose-red city of 
Petra in a trip organised by hosts Royal Jordanian. 


The tournament, held under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, opened Saturday at Al 
Hussein Sports City with 17 international airline compa- 
nies taking part. 

The hosting of the competition in Amman follows last 
year’s title win for the Royal Jordanian (RJ) squash ream 
in the 10th toumamenr in Dubai after a convincing 5-2 
win over British Airways. 

The competition, organised by the RJ Squash Club 
brings together teams from the following airlines: Ansett 
New Zealand. Ansett Australia, Lufthansa, Emirates, 
New Guinea, Cathay Pacific, Hunting Cargo Dublin, 
British Airways. Qantas, Air New Zealand, Syrian Arab 
Airlines, Egypt Air, Gulf Air, Sabena, Singapore Airlines, 
Swissair and Royal Jordanian. 


Steelers beat Kansas City Chiefs 17-7 


KANSAS CITY fR) — 
Mike Tomczak threw for 
33S yards and Jerome Bet- 
tis scored the go-ahead 
touchdown late in the third 
quarter as the Pittsburgh 
Steelers beat the Kansas 
City Chiefs 17-7 on Mon- 
day. 

Tomczak, working 
against a secondary weak- 
ened by the absence of 
injured comerback James 
Hasty, was 20-of-32. He 
consistently picked on 
rookie defensive backs 
Jerome Woods and Reggie 
Tongue. 

Jerome Bettis rushed for 
103 yards on 27 carries, and 
Charles Johnson had six 
receptions for 125 yards. 

The Steelers totalled 436 
total yards of offence. 

Chiefs running back Mar- 
cus Allen had a six-yard 
touchdown run in the sec- 
ond quarter, moving past 
Jim Brown into second 
place • with 107 rushing 
TDs. He needs three to tie 
all-time leader Walter Pay- 
ton. 

Allen rushed 18 times for 
69 yards, and Steve Bono 
was 18-for-29 for 170 yards 
and two interceptions. 
Chris Penn had seven 
receptions for 80 yards. 

On its fourth trip inside 
the Kansas City 5. Pitts- 
burgh finally scored a 
touchdown to take the lead. 
Bettis appeared stopped at 
the line of scrimmage, but 
kept churning and broke 
outside for a five-yard TD 
with 2:41 left in the third. 



Pittsburg Steeler running back Jerome Bettis crawls past Kansas City defenders for 
a five yard touchdown run late in the third quarter in Kansas City October 7. Pitts- 
burgh defeated Kansas City 17-7 (Reuters photo) 


Yanks, Orioles open series 


NEW YORK (R) — Con- 
troversy often follows the 
New York Yankees, but this 
rime it is their opponent in 
the American League 
championship series, the 
Baltimore Orioles, making 
the juicy headlines. 

The Yanks host the Ori- 
oles to open a best-of- 
seven series for the right to 
represent the American 
League in the world series. 
The series champion 
Atlanta Braves entertain 
the St. Louis Cardinals in 
the NL version starring 
Wednesday. 

The spotlight of the post- 
season so far has focused 
on Baltimore's all-star sec- 
ond baseman, Roberto Alo- 
mar. 

Alomar triggered a storm 
of outrage and protest after 
spitting in the face of an 
umpire on the last weekend 
of the regular season, then 
escaping immediate sus- 
pension. He has since taken 
rousing advantage of the 
leniency. 


Showing nerves of steel 
and great concentration as 
boos and jeers rained down 
on him. Alomar put the Ori- 
oles into the playoffs and 
through the first round with 
his bat. 

As for the games, the East 
Division champion Yanks 
appear to hold an advan- 
tage over the wildcard Ori- 
oles. The Yankees beat the 
birds 10 of 13 times, 
including a spotless 6-0 
mark against the Orioles at 
Baltimore’s Camden yards. 

The Yankees boast a more 
consistent starting rotation 
and a dominant bullpen that 
has been nearly flawless in 
making late-game leads 
stand up. 

But rite long-ball threat 
up and down the Orioles 
lineup is dangerous enough 
to swing any series. Balti- 
more, whose leadoff man 
Brady Anderson slugged an 
astonishing 50 homers, 
broke the record of the 
1961 Yankees for most 
homers in a season. 


• U.S. or U.K. graduate (excellent 
command of English language). 

• Minimum of 5 years experience in 
construction sites. 

| • Minimum of 3 years in procurement of 
construction materials. 

• Involvement in the construction of 5- 
star quality projects is an asset. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 

CONSULAR SECTION 

jis of 7 October 1996 

visit, transit, and medical treatment Visas 
to the UK will take a new format. 
Like the old visas, these will allow entry 
to the United Kingdom only. 

There will be no change in the price of 
the visas. 

The old format visas will remain valid 
until date of expiration. 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

4AJ52 

9732 

0754 

*AKQ 


WEST 
*104 
C?Q J84 
QAQJ5 
4J42 


EAST 

*07 

FK 10 9 5 

0832 

*9853 


SOUTH 
4EQ96S 
CAS 
OK Id 9 
*1076 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pass ]* pass 

2* Pass 4* Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen oH? 

Follow (he bidding and play of 
this deal, then dedde who, if any* 
one, committed a ga/Te. 

One club is the correct opening 
bid even if you play four-card 
mqjors. No response by partner can 
cause a rebid problem The rest of 
the auction is automatic. 

West's quean of beans was 
allowed to win, declarer taking the 


ace on tbe second round. Trumps 
were drown in two rounds, ending 
in dummy, and the remaining heart 
was ruffed in the dosed band. The 
clubs were cleared, and a diamond 
was led to the nine. In with the 

jack. West had a choice of lasing 
plays. To continue diamonds would 
give declarer a trick in tbe suit, 
while a heart or a dub would allow 
declarer to ruff in one hand while 
discarding a diamond from the oth- 
er. Either way, the defenders would 
gat only one heart and two dia- 
monds. 

Declarer played the hand well, 
but East should not have allowed 
South thot luxury. The defender 
squandered the most critical asset 
• for the defease ot the first trieW 

Suppose that, at brick one. East 
were to play the king of hearts on 
partner's queen. If declarer docks. 
East shifts to a diamond. West wins 
And exits with a heart, and eventu- 
ally will get two more diamond 
tridu lo score a one-trick set. 

If declarer wins the first trick. 
East can still gain the lead m 
hearts for the diamond play. Again. 
West will have a safe exit in hearts, 
to declarer will suffer the same late 
of losing three diamond cricks- 


Jansher 
Khan 
pushed to 
the limit 


DOHA (AFP) — World 
champion Jansher Khan oft 1 
Pakistan was pushed to tbe 
limit Monday in the second 
round of the Qatar 
international squash tour- 
nament here, finally oust- 
ing Egypt’s Ahmed Bara da 
in five sets. 

Khan just edged the 20- 
year-old after a dramatic 90 
minute contest which he 
should have won in half the 
time, having taken the first 
two sets 15-10, 15-13. 

But his young opponent 
then staged a remarkable 
comeback in front of his 
own raucous supporters, 
taking the next two sets 15- 
14, 15-8 as he matched 
Khan all the way. 

Jansher coasted tbe first 
set but then his opponent 
rallied from 2-9 down to 
10-all in the second, before 
the Pakistani took the set 
with a deceptive crosscourt 
backhand drop and a fore- 
hand volley kill. 

But Bara da soon showed 
he too has a repertoire to be 
proud of, hitting a series of 
inch perfect straight drops 
and volley drops, inter- 
spersed with the occasional 
lob. 

He won the third set on 
an inch perfect forehand 
drop and then took the 
fourth as Jansher was hit by 
three penalty strokes by 
referee Bruce Kettle for not 
clearing. 

In the vital fifth, Barada 
was in touch at 6-8, but 
over-eagerness cost him 
points and Jansher kept his 
composure to snatch victo- 
ry on another deceptive 1 
crosscourt drop. 


Hill one race away 
from fulfilling dream 


LONDON (TO — Damon 
Hill hopes to realise his 
most cherished dream on 
Sunday by emulating his 
father Graham and winning 
the World Drivers’ Champi- 
onship. 

Hill needs only to finish 
in the top six at the final 
grand prix in Suzuka, 
Japan, to take the 1996 title 
and crown a year of high 
drama and disappointment 

In spite of his achieve- 
ments. Hill has been 
dropped by his triumphant 
Williams team and replaced 
by German Heinz-HaraJd 
Frentzen for next season. 

But a championship title 
would make up for the hurt 
and mark the end of six 
years of consistent progress 
from test driver to champi- 
on. 

The son of a double world 
champion driver. Hill had 
to climb to the top in motor 
racing against his mother's 
wishes and by digging deep 
from an early age into his 
own reserves of determina- 
tion and ambition. 

Hill. 36. had a privileged 
childhood as the son of 
Graham Hill, world cham- 
pion in 1962 and 1968, and 
enjoyed a carefree early life 
in private schools and on 
exotic holidays. 

But he lost all that when 
Graham was killed in a 
light plane crash at Elstree, 
England, in 1975. 

His death had a cata- 
strophic financial effect on 
the family, leaving his wife 
Bette, Damon and daugh- 
ters Samantha and Brigitte 
to grow up in the glare of 
fame but without the sup- 
port of either a heroic male 
figure at the head of the 
family or the wealth he had i 
accumulated. 


O GOETHE INSTITUT AMMAN 
§1 UAlltfJf&hlldilaJlipi 


Das Goethe - Institut Amman mochte hlermit wie 
jedes Jahr alle Absolventen deutschsprachiger 
Hochschulen und Lehranstalten ganz herzlich zu 
einem Nachkontakttreffen einladen. 

Eswirdam Wthrachdem 9/10/1996 urn 18.00 Uhr 
Jm Goethe - Institut Amman stattf inden j 
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International Food Fair 


Friday, 1 1th October, 1996 
Gate Opens at 11:00 a.m. 

Entrance for Adults - JD 1, 

Children under 12 - 500 fils 
Many different National Dishes, 

a Grand Raffle with kits of super prizes including airline tickets plus 
lots of fun for ail with Pony Rides, Jordanian Army Band. National 
Dancing, Children's Costume Parade, and much, much, more! 
International Community School, Khllda 
Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian financial Institution is seeking the employment 
of Information Systems personnel in its Automation Department. 

- One Computer Communication Engineer holding a B Eng. in Com- 
munication, Electrical, or Computer Engineering and having a work- 
ing experience in the following areas; 

* The usage of PCs in financial Institution and the implementation of 
Office Automation Packages such as Microsoft Excel, Microsoft 
Word. 

’ The follow-up of the maintenance done on the PCs in use. 

* The usage and implementation of Microsoft Windows NT 3.51 & 

4.0. 

* The implementation of Ms Exchange E-mail package, Internet and 
Intranet 

* Network Management and TCP/IP network configuration. 

* Knowledge erf UNIX is a plus. 

- One Software Engineer holding a B Eng., B A or B Sc in Computer 
Science. Computer Technology, or Software Engineering and having 
a working experience in the fa Bowing areas; 

* The usage of PC's in financial institution and the implementation of 
Office Automation Packages such as Microsoft Excel and Microsoft 1 
Word. 

* Microsoft Windows 3.1 1 and Windows 95. j 

■ Development under Sybase RDBMS and Power Builder Environ- 
ment. 

’ UNIX Operating System. 

I ’ Knowledge of implementing an Archiving and Imaging systems is a 
I plus. 

In addition to the above, the applicant is expected to be a graduate 
I of a reputable university with a good G.P.A. and has 2 to 4 years of 
; experience. He/she should be ready to work on special automation 
projects as they might develop. 

Please (onward resume to: The Automation Department 
P.O. Box 638, Khalda, 

Amman-Jordan. 

Resume should be received not later then 24/10/1996. 


Insurance claims arising 
from the accident decimal 
ed the value of his estate. 
For his only son it meant a 
life of challenges if he was 
to rise and deliver achieve- 
ments to match those of his 
father. 

Damon had his first 
opportunity of driving a car 
when he sat on his father's 
knee at the age of five — an 
experience which stimulat- 
ed a lifelong addiction to 
speed. 

As a teenager, however, 
he began his racing career 
on two wheels rather than 
four, following a spell of 
work in London as a motor- 
cycle messenger during 
which he was a member of 
a little-known punk rock 
band. 

His career as a motorcy- 
cle racer began in 1979 and 
he improved sufficiently 
over the years to win 40 
races with his Yamaha TZ 
350 before switching to 
Formula Ford racing in the 
second half of 1984. 

From 19S5 onwards he 
graduated through Formula 
Ford, British Formula 
Three and the international 
F3000 championship with a 
variety of teams, scoring 
only moderate success, 
before in 1991 becoming 
Williams’s test driver. 

Hill kept the job in 1992 
when he also raced in For- 
mula One for the first time 
for the now-defunct Brab- 
ham team. He qualified for 
his first Grand Prix. the 
British, at Silverstone that 
year and finished 1 6th. 

The following year Hill 
was offered the number two 
drive at Williams alongside 


Frenchman Alain Prost and 
finished third in the title 
race after overcoming a 
nervous sun to score a hat- 
trick of successive victories 
in Hungary. Belgium and 
Italy. 

In 1994. he was partnered 
by triple world champion 
Ayrton Senna of Brazil w ho 
was killed at the San Mari- 
no Grand Prix early in the 
season. 

This left Hill as team 
leader and he responded 
with dignity in difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

After a season-long battle 
with Germany’s Michael 
Schumacher. Hill was the 
victim of a dramatic colli- 
sion in the final race in 
Australia and missed the 
title by a single point. 

He was second again in 
1995. in less controversial 
but far more disappointing 
circumstances. Hill deter- 
mined to overcome this by 
training and organising him- 
self belter than ever in the 
winter after moving home 
from England io Dublin. 

There he and his family- 
have lived away from the 
bright lights, giving Hill a 
chance to protect his wife 
and three children front 
unnecessary publicity. 

His eldest son Oliver, born 
with downs syndrome, par- 
ticularly needed special care 
and attention. Hill’s devo- 
tion. despite all the difficul- 
ties, earned him worldwide 
respect. 

For his fans. Hill’s success 
will represent the triumph of 
a family man who never lost 
his good humour or his good 
manners in pursuit of a 
dream. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A JOINT VENTURE COMPANY IN JORDAN 
REQUIRES A SECURITY OFFICER FOR ITS 
LARGE CHEMICAL COMPLEX AT ESHTO1YA, 
FOR IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT. 

RETIRED POLICE PERSONNEL POSSESSING A 
UNIVERSITY DEGREE AND ABOVE THE RANK 
OF INSPECTOR ALONE NEED APPLY. 
CANDIDATE SHOULD BE OF SOUND PHYSIQUE. 
FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC AND IN THE 
40-50 YEARS AGE GROUP. SELECTED 
CANDIDATE HAS TO NECESSARILY STAY AT 
ESHIDIYA WHERE SINGLE STATUS 
ACCOMMODATION SHALL BE PROVIDED. 
SALARY COMMENSURATE WITH EXPERIENCE 
ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES MAY SEND THEIR 
APPLICATION WITH C.V. IN ENGLISH AND 
RECENT PHOTOGRAPH TO : 

MANAGER ( A&P) 

P.O. BOX 926787, AMMAN 11110 





ArtlZaman 


Under the Patronage of 
11 DJI. Princess Alia Bint AI Hussein 

Jordan Tourism Investments 

AmZamn 

announces the opening of its 

ScuLpmne & Panning 

Exhibmon 


by the Artist 

Mohammad Bushnaq 

on Thursday, October 10th, 1996, 
at 6;00 pm at AL-Batdm Hali of the 
historic village 
of Kan Zarnn. 


The exhibition will mn until October 18th. 
From 8:00 am - 1 1:00 pm. 

For further information, please cal! 738449 
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Masood counterattacks 
Taleban as Dostum and 
Rabbani discuss alliance 


SALANG PASS (Agencies) 
— Forces loyal to former 
Afghan military chief Ahmad 
Shah Masood counterattacked 
in the SaJang Pass on Tuesday 
against the Taleban militia that 
drove trim out of Kabul. 
Taleban fighters said. 

They said commander Basir 
Solangi, Mr. Masood's com- 
mander in the S along Pass who 
had withdrawn north into terri- 
tory controlled by Uzbek 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, attacked through die 
pass and over the mountain- 
sides. 

The Taleban fighters said 
Gen. Dostum’s men were not 
involved in the fighting, in 
which die two sides exchanged 
artillery, mortar and small 
arms fire throdghout the day. 

But the fighting, which drew 
Taleban forces from their 
attempt to thrust into the 
Panjsher, increased the ten- 
sions between Gen. Dostum 
and the Taleban. who have 
taken some three-quarters of 
Afghanistan in their two years 
of existence. 

“Dostum gave the order for 
the attack.” said one Taleban 
fighter manning a road block 
in the Salang Pass. 

Gen. Dostum moved armour 
and men south of the Salang 
Tunnel, a key choke point on 
the road from Kabul through 
the Hindu Kush to his base at 
Mazar-e-Shaiif, as the Taleban 
took the Afghan capital and 
said this week he would back 
those opposed to the Taleban if 
the militia did not stop fight- 
ing. 

There was no firm-word on 
the outcome of Tuesday’s ' 
fighting, but the Taleban fight- 
ers said their frontlines, previ- 
ously some five kilometres 
from Gen. Dostum's Uzbeks, 
had pushed forward. Afghan 
warlord Gen. Dostum and 
ousted President B urban ud din 
Rabbani met on Tuesday for 
talks that could prove ominous 
for the Taleban. 

Gen. Dostum and Mr. 
Rabbani embraced on a high- 
way near Mazar-e-Sharif and 
proceeded in a convoy to a mil- 
itary base for talks. 

The meeting followed a 
report from a senior Afghan 
diplomat that Gen. Dostum 
would join forces with Mr. 
Rabbani in resisting the 
advance of the Taleban. 

Hundreds of Dostum sol- 
dier were standing in uniform 
at attention with their weapons 


along the road into Mazar-e- 
Sharif, 400 kilometres north- 
west of Kabul. Mr. Rabbani 
also met a group of several 
hundred city dignitaries and 
army officials standing on one 
side of the highway. 

After the highway formali- 
ties Gen. Dostum and Mr. 
Rabbani climbed into a limou- 
sine for the ride to the Kala 
Jangy base west of the city, 
which is a stronghold of Gen. 
Dostum’s followers. 

Before he met Mr. Rabbani, 
Gen. Dostum told reporters he 
wouldprefer not to answer any 
questions until Mr. Rabbani 
spoke. 

“Let us wait until the presi- 
dent is here and let him speak 
and then 1 will answer your 
questions.” Gen. Dostum said, 
adding: “Masood will come 
today or if he cannot make it 
today then tomorrow.” 

Others in the Dostum 
entourage told Reuters virtual- 
ly every major figure opposed 
to Taleban in Afghanistan 
would be gathering here in the 
next few days. 

Asked if Mazar-e-Sharif was 
becoming the new capital of 
“free Afghanistan,** Gen. 
Dostum merely smiled and 
turned away as the president 
drove op. 

Aid agencies’ demand 

Kabul’s aid community 
demanded the new Taleban 
administration allow women 
to return to work or humanitar- 
ian projects in the capital 
would be forced to close. 

In a '‘cordial* 7 90-minute 
meeting with Taleban acting 
Foreign Minister Mullah 
Mohammad Ghaus, United 
Nations and non-governmental 
aid agency officials aired their 
concerns about the strict stance 
the Taleban has imposed on 
women. 

“As a last resort we will have 
to stop all of our programmes 
here unless the Thleban allow 
women to return to work.” Sue 
Emmett of the British ' aid 
group Oxfam told reporters. 

“Our principles and mandate 
will remain unchanged, and 
we will support our female 
staff, who feel the Taleban 
treat them like animals.” 

Many humanitarian projects 
are dependent on female staff 
and access to women, in par- 
ticular those which target the 
capital’s widows. 

Kabul has an estimated 


30,000 widows who are the 
sole bread-winners for their 
families. 

According to the officials, 
Mr. Ghaus was “astonished” at 
the level of international con- 
cern for “such a small percent- 
age of the working popula- 
tion.” 

Mr. Ghaus also told a com- 
mittee formed by aid agencies 
to voice concerns over women, 
that the Taleban were still get- 
ting to grips with governing a 
modern capital city. 

But he assured them that the 
issue would be raised at the 
highest level within the 
Taleban movement here. 

The officials said Mr. Ghaus 
bad given his assurance that 
working women would contin- 
ue to be paid until the issue 
was solved, and women could 
return to work once peace and 
security could be guaranteed. 

However, the minister gave 
no details of a time table for 
allowing women back into the 
workplace. 

The committee also 
expressed concern that the 
international donor communi- 
ty may pull the plug on pro- 
jects in Afghanistan in reaction 
to the stria form of Islamic 
law being enforced in Taleban- 
controUed areas. 

“We are committed to work- 
ing together, and I hope donors 
can see this,” the local head of 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
Terry Pitzner. told reporters. 

“We have recognised the 
need for dialogue and hope the 
issue can be resolved in two 
weeks time,” he added. 

A second meeting on the 
issue is scheduled to take place 
in seven days, but aid groups 
are expecting a drawn-out 
process of negotiations and no 
sudden change in Taleban pol- 
icy. 

“We have observed all the 
principles of the Koran and 
have applied them. We cannot 
say that other Muslim coun- 
tries are unlslamic, but they 
have not folly applied Islamic 
principles.” Mr. Ghaus said 
explaining the relative severity 
of the Taleban’s Islamic rule. 

The Taleban have also 
banned music, television, 
sports, kite-flying, and girls’ 
education in the two thirds of 
the country they have seized 
since sproning up two years 
ago. * 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, poses with children from the Jordan Times neighbourhood, 
daring a visit he paid to the newspaper on Tuesday. The Regent called in the children who were watching from a 
distance and chatted with them for some time (Photo by Yousef Allan) 

Time is ripe for EU, particularly France, to 
assume active role in peace process — Regent 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, said 
Tuesday the time was ripe 
for the European Union 
and France in particular to 
take an active role in the 
Middle East peace process 
and to advance initiatives 
to solve outstanding prob- 
lems between Arabs and 
Israelis. 

The Crown Prince, 
expressing hope that the 
Europeans will play a 
more assertive role in the 
region, said the upcoming 
visit of French President 
Jacques Chirac to Jordan 
and neighbouring coun- 
tries can enhance dialogue 
and promote the cause of 
peace. “More than any 
time before, the Arab 
cause and grievances need 
to be heard,” he told the 
Jordan Times yesterday. 

The French president is 
expected to pay an official 
visit to the Kingdom in the 
third week of this month. 
He will also visit Syria, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Israel 
and Gaza. 

“It is the right moment 
(for France and Europe) to 


act and take an active role 
in the region.” the Crown 
Prince said. President 
Chirac’s “visit, from a 
psychological point of 
view, is needed to encour- 
age dialogue.” 

Since President Chirac 
took office last year, 
France, on several occa- 
sions, has showed a grow- 
ing interest in the Middle 
East peace process and in 
playing a mediatory role 
in such conflicts as the 
mini-war that erupted 

between Israel and 
Hizbollah in Lebanon in 
the spring. 

“Certainly” the Crown 
Prince said, in reply to a 
question on whether 

Jordan was ready to accept 
an a greater French role in 
the region. “French and 
European initiatives are 
important in attempts to 
address Arab grievances 
and regional problems.” 

The Crown Prince, 
lamenting that the 
European Venice 

Declaration of 1981 is not 
being heard much about 
these days stressed that 
there is a real need to 
acknowledge Arab rights 
and aspirations at this par- 
ticular juncture in the 


region's history. 

Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring, whose coun- 
try holds the European 
Union presidency 

expressed hopes during a 
tour he made in the region 
last week that Europe and 
the United States both 
have a constructive role to 
play in the Middle East 

But U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
rejected any European role 
in the negotiations stress- 
ing that Europe should 
limit its activities to help- 
ing the Palestinians finan- 
cially. 

• French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Bajolet on 
Tuesday described 

President Chirac’s visit 
was very significant, not- 
ing that it was the firstr 
time that a French presi- 
dent was visiting all the 
parties involved in the 
Middle East peace 
process in one go. 

“President Chirac will 
be addressing all issues 
related to the peace 
process in a very frank and 
candid manner because 
France realises the impor- 
tance of ensuring peace 
and stability in the Middle 
East.” said Mr. Bajolet 


On the bilateral front 
Mr. Bajolet said France 
was keenly interested in 
building economic coop- 
eration with Jordan and 
that while annual French 
assistance had declined on 
a global level — from 
seven billion francs four 
years ago to less than four 
billion francs now — the 
country ”s aid to Jordan 
had actually gone np. 

According to the ambas- 
sador, French assistance to 
Jordan this year, inducing 
grants and loans already 
given and in the pipeline 
as well as discount offered 
on a debt-equity swap, 
would be more than 400 
million francs. 

.Ml Bajolet was speak- 
ing to the Jordan Times on 
the fringes of a ceremony 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) where 
SBF-Paris Bourse and the 
French securities deposi- 
tory signed an agreement 
under which the AFM 
would be automated by 
the beginning of 1998. 
The French government is 
financing the project (see 
page 8). 


Washington calls Erbakan visit to Libya disturbing 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States on Monday 
delivered what officials termed 
a “stiff rebuke” to North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) ally Turkey ovCr a 
visit to Libya by Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan, 
saying remarks he made there 
were surprising if true. 

* The State Department called 
it “most disturbing— that the 
premier had gone at all to what' 

• Washington says is a terrorist 
1 state, comparing his trip to one 
- it attacked earlier this year by 

U.S. Nation of Islam leader 
■Louis Farrakhan. 

Spokesman Nicholas Bums 
: said the department was still 
checking the accuracy of 
Turkish media reports quoting 
Mr. Erbakan as saying that 
Libya was “against terrorist 
activities” and was “the coun- 
■ try suffering most from tenon” 

Turkey's state-run Anatolian 
news agency quoted Mr. 


Erbakan as making the com- 
ments on Sunday after being 
shown around a house belong- 
ing to Libyan leader 
.Muamraar Qadhafi in Tripoli 
that was bit during air strikes 
by U.S. fighter bombers in 
1986. 

*Td just be very surprised if 
these reports turn out to be true 
very, very surprised about 
these comments,” Mr. Burns 
told a news briefing. 

“Libya has been one of the 
leading terrorist states in the 
world. I’m not aware that 
Libya has suffered from terror- 
ism,” Mr. Bums said. “It would 
be highly surprising indeed, if 
the prime minister of an allied 
country a NATO country 
were to defend a terrorist like 
Muammar Qadhafi " 

Western countries hold 
Libya responsible for the 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Scotland in 1988. which 
killed 270 people. The United 


Nations has imposed sanctions 
on Libya, demanding that it 
hand over two suspects in die 
bombing. 

“It’s up to allies to be good 
allies and to understand you 
cannot pick and choose places 
where you’re going to support 
us or not support us.” Mr. 
Bums said. He noted that 
Washington had backed 
Turkey in its fight against sep- 
aratist PKK guerrillas. 

‘You can’t just go to another 
country and meet a dictator 
and absolve him of all respon- 
sibility for a terrorist act,” Mr. 
Bums added. ‘The United 
Stales remains troubled by any 
trip that could be seen as bene- 
fiting the Qadhafi re gime .” 

The United States often 
bends over backwards to avoid 
criticising Ankara, keen to 
ensure that Me Erbakan does 
not follow through on past 
pledges to move Turkey away 
from the West and towards the 


Islamic World. 

But Washington made no 
secret of its anxiety when Mr. 
Erbakan visited Iran soon after 
his appointment in June and 
signed a $23 billion gas deal 
there. 

State Depar tment officials 
described Mr. Bums’ remarks 
about Mr. Erbakan, whose trip 
has caused uproar in Turkey 
itself, as “tough comment” and 
one said: “You should see that 
as a very stiff rebuke.” 

“To see the Turkish prune 
minister go to Libya and say 
that we’re a terrorist nation, to 
congratulate Qadhafi and say 
that he’s a victim of terrorism, 
this is just objectionable,” said 
the official, who asked not to 
be identified. 

Mr. Erbakan also reportedly 
proposed to .triple trade with 
Libya, but bums said Turkey 
should respect UN. sanctions. 
“They ought to understand that 
sometimes commerce has to 


take a back seat to the fight 
against terrorism,” be added. 

Despite Mr Erbakan’s 
reported sympathies for Libya. 
Qadhafi upset Turkey by call- 
ing for foundation of a Kurdish 
state anathema to Ankara. 
Turkey said Monday it would 
temporarily recall its ambas- 
sador to Tripoli over the affair 

“Maybe his new interlocu- 
tors are finding out just bow 
unreliable Colonel Qadhafi 
is.” Mr Bums said. 

Mr. Erbakan followed up his 
trip to Libya by visiting 
Nigeria, a country that is also 
in Washington’s bad books. 
Mr. Bums compared the tour 
to one last January by Mr. 
Farrakhan, who visited the 
same two countries as well as 
Iran and Iraq. 

“We’ve been through this 
tour before. We didn't like it 
(he first time around when an 
American citizen took the 
tour,” he said. 


Palestinian woman ‘planted bomb outside Israeli embassy’ 


The Times of London 

A MIDDLE-AGED Palestinian 
; housewife planted a carbomb out- 
. side the Israeli embassy in London 
; as part of a plot to disrupt the 
i Middle Eastern peace accord, it was 
■ claimed at the Old Bailey on Oct 7. 
• The other plotters were allegedly 
, three Palestinians who were well- 
integrated into English society and 
members of the middle or upper- 
middle classes. They were gradu- 
ates of British universities and used 
their training to help to make the 
bomb left ouside the embassy in 
July 1994 and a device placed near 
the headquarters of a Jewish organi- 
sation in north London a few hours 
later. 

Nadia Zekra, 50. of West 


Kensington. London, denies planti- 
ng the bomb outside the embassy. 
Samar AJami, 30, of South 
Kensington. London; Jawed 
Botmeh. 28. of Bloomsbury, 
London; and Mahmoud Abu Wadeh, 
26, from Putney, southwest London, 
plead not guilty to one charge of 
conspiracy to cause explosions 
between 1993 and 1995, one charge 
of possessing explosives and three 
involving the possession of 
firearms. 

David Calvert-Smith, for the pros- 
ecution, said the bomb outside the 
Israeli embassy was left in a car 
parked by a middle-aged woman on 
July 26, 1994. The woman told 
PoUce Constable (PC) Ian Duncan, 
on diplomatic patrol outside the 
embassy, she was delivering a pre- 


sent and had been asked to come 
back later. The woman told the 
policeman she was going to buy cig- 
arettes and offered him the keys of 
her car before walking away. PC 
Duncan grew anxious and radioed 
to check the registration. The car 
seemed genuine but within minutes 
it exploded, causing five million 
sterling pound of damage. 

The bomb was made with many 
kilos of a high explosive that left no 
trace. A similar explosive was used 
that evening to detonate a carbomb 
close to Balfour House in Finchley 
High Street, the base of the Jewish 
Philanthropic Organisation. 

Mr. Calvert-Smith said none of 
the five was accused of planting the 
north London bomb. The following 
day letters claiming responsibility 


were sent to two London Arabic 
newspapers and to the London 
office of the PLO by a group calling 
itself the Palestinian Resistance 
Jaffa Group Palestine. 

Mr. Calvert Smith said Mrs. Zekra 
was picked out in an identity parade 
by PC Duncan. Mr. Botweh, said 
the counsel, bought the two cars for 
the bombs at auctions using false 
addresses and names. Miss Alami 
had a handwritten list of prominent 
English Jews. 

At Mr. Abu Wadeh’s home police 
found a list of the names of the edi- 
tors to whom the claims for the 
bombs had been sent A fingerprint 
from Miss Alami was on the paper. 
The trial continues. 


Returning Gulf Indians 
lock up ship’s captain 
to protest delays at port 


BOMBAY (R) — The cap- 
tain and crew of a ship car- 
rying Indian workers 
expelled from the Gulf had 
to be rescued after the frus- 
trated passengers held them 
captive in protest against 
customs and immigration 
delays, police said on 
Tuesday. 

They said the Filipino 
captain and the crew of the 
cargo vessel Seawolf were 
freed after being held for 
some time on Monday. The 
ship had been waiting off- 
shore for nearly two days 
before berthing on Tuesday. 

“They locked up the cap- 
tain. We received a radio 
message. We asked for 
police. Only then could we 
board the vessel,” said 
Raksha Mapara, an official 
of the local agents for 
Seawolf. 

“It was the delay of near- 
ly two days that created the 
problem. First we organised 
medical aid and then pro- 
vided food and. water for 
them. But they were not 
keen to have anything. They 
just wanted to get ashore” 

“They became violent and 
threw food overboard,” said 
another official. 

The Seawolf was carrying 
1,258 workers expelled 
from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). It is the 
second such ship to arrive 
in Bombay port tins week. 

The disembarking work- 
ers. looking tired and 
dishevelled, beaded straight 
for drinking water as soon 
as they got ashore. 

Abdul Rehman, 42, who 


worked as a cook in Dubai 
before being expelled, said 
they had been told in the 
Gulf that everything would 
be provided on the ship. 

“But there was no food, 
no place to sleep and only 
one bathroom for the entire 
lot," he said. 

Raju, 29, a carpenter, said 
they had been told they 
would be returning on a 
passenger ship but it turned 
out to be a cargo vessel. 

“There was no place to 
sit. No toilet facilities. We 
had to wait almost an entire 
day to get the chance to use 
the toilet,” he said. 

Seawoif’s local agents 
said it had been made clear 
from the outset that the 
Seawolf was a cargo vessel. 
They said they had made 
arrangements for transport- 
ing the workers to the city’s 
main railway stations from 
where they could board 
trains to the southern state 
of Kerala, where most of 
them came from. 

Officials in the Kerala 
capital of Trivandrum have 
estimated the number of 
workers returning to the 
state at around 30,000. 

On Monday, l ,823 
Indians, expelled by the 
UAE and other Gulf coun- 
tries for working there ille- 
gally, arrived in Bombay on 
board the A1 Madina, a "pas- 
senger ship. 




to 


Jackson is big 
hit in Tunisia 

TUNIS (ARP) — Singer 
Michael Jackson showed 
once more he is a wold 
phenomenon when he 
wowed some 60,000 peo- 
ple late Monday in his 
first conceit to be held in 
Africa and tile Arab 
World. After greeting 
them in Arabic to wild 

enthusiasm, Jackson 
staged a typical soon el- 
and-light extravaganza at 
an Olympic-style stadium 
here, including 15 of fads 
best-known hits inter- 
spersed with film clips, 
fireworks and smoke 
bombs. Young and not-so 
young Tunisian fans, as 
well as visitors from 
neighbouring Algeria and 
from Europe, marvelled 
at the special effects as 
they danced on the grass 
before the immense stage. 

The receipts from the 
two-and-a-half hour con- 
cert. the latest on a world 
tour by Jackson, will be 
donated to a government 
aid fund for underprivi- 
leged areas. Tunisia went 
out on a limb among 
Muslim countries to stage 
the Jackson show. 
Planned stops in Morocco 
and Egypt were can- 
celled. and on Monday 
Malaysian authorities 
said they had told the 
singer he was not wanted 
because of “negative 
effects” he could have on 
the young. 

Gambler jailed for 
stealing from dis 
abled son 

MELBOURNE (R) — An 
Australian woman was 
sentenced to 10 months in 
jail for stealing 130,000 
Australian dollars 

($103,000) from her dis- 
abled son and feeding the 
money into poker 
machines. A court heard 
thai Julie Davis, 54. had 
power of attorney over 
the bank accounts of her 
26-year-old son. who 
received 400.000 

Australian dollars in com- 
pensation after a 1990 car 
accident that left him a 
quadriplegic. She stole 
the money between 
January 1994 and April 
1995, spending 3,000 
Australian dollars a week 
on the machines. Her son - 
had told the court his 
mother bad gambled on 
poker machines “tike they 
were going out of fash- 
ion” and be thought she 
bad stolen at least 
200,000 Australian dol- 
lars of his money. Ms. 
Davis, who is destitute 
and spurned by most of 
her family, was sentenced 
to 10 months in jail, six of 
it suspended. 

Rodman hairdo 
anathema in 
Filipino school 

MANILA (R) — Chicago 
Bulls “bad boy" De nnis 
Rodman may have 
legions of fans around the 
world, but the basketball 
star’s hairstyle is taboo in 
at least one Philippine 
school. Concerned with 
“good grooming” offi- , 0 
rials of Wesleyan High 
School in northern 
Cabanatuan City are pro- 
hibiting their 970 students 
from colouring their hair 
in the style of the fiery 
U.S. National Basketball 
Association (NBA) play- 
er, Principal Juanita 
Corpuz said Monday. 
Teachers and parents 
agreed to impose the 
guideline after several 
students had their hair 
tinted various colours, 
such as blue and yellow, 

Ms. Corpuz said by tele- 
phone. Mr. Rodman is 
known for his off-beat 
ways and constantly 
changing hair colours. 

His father, a former U.S. 
serviceman named 
Philander, lives in the - 
Philippines. “Maybe he 
(Rodman) is an idol to £ 
(hem... but we want to 5 
inculcate proper values 
among our students ” Ms. 
Corpuz said. 
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